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The Workshop Meeting of the West Milford Township Council was called to order by Mayor DiDonato. 
 
Adequate Notice Statement 
Mayor DiDonato read the following statement: 
Please note that in accordance with Chapter 231, Public Laws of 1975 of New Jersey, adequate advance 
notice of this Workshop meeting was advertised in the Herald News in its issues of December 17, 2006 
and January 7, 2007; copies were provided to the Suburban Trends, the Record, Star Ledger, and 
Greenwood Lake News and posted continuously on the bulletin board in the main corridor of the Town 
Hall and on file in the Office of the Township Clerk. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor DiDonato led all in attendance in a salute to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Councilmembers Philip Weisbecker, Joseph Smolinski, Salvatore Schimmenti,  

Robert Nolan, James Warden, Carmelo Scangarello. 
Mayor Joseph DiDonato. 

Absent:  None. 
Also Present:   Township Administrtor Richard Kunze, Zoning Board Secretary Tonya Cubby,  

Township Attorney Frederick Semrau. 
 
Meetings 
 
Mayor DiDonato noted the future meeting schedule: 

May 2, 2007 Regular Meeting   May 23, 2007 Regular Meeting 
May 9, 2007 Workshop Meeting   June 6, 2007 Workshop Meeting 

 
Proclamations 
 
None. 
 
Presentations 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Night 
 
Mayor DiDonato welcomed all in attendance and announced that the Township was honoring the 
volunteers of the community at this Workshop meeting.  He invited the Mary B. Hasse Lifetime Volunteer 
recipient, Robert Henry, to come forward to receive his award.  Mayor DiDonato read the following:  
 

ROBERT HENRY 
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 

2006 MARY B. HAASE LIFETIME VOLUNTEER AWARD 
 
The Mary B. Haase Lifetime Volunteer Award is bestowed upon an individual who exemplifies the true 
spirit of volunteerism through a lifetime of commitment and service in the Township of West Milford.  This 
year’s recipient, chosen by a panel of our former mayors, is Robert (Bob) Henry. 
 
Bob Henry was born in Manhattan, NY and moved to West Milford in 1970.  Married for 40 years to his 
wife Mary, together they raised five children in West Milford.  He proudly notes his family’s 
accomplishments: two children are special education teachers, one is an engineer, one works with 
Lakeland Bank, and one is currently part of the presidential campaign team for Hillary Clinton.  His wife 
owns and operates a day care center.    
 
Bob was chosen for this prestigious award because of his decades of volunteer service to West Milford.  
This service includes: 
 

Coach of the Connie Mack Baseball Team since 1970, during which time he traveled with the 
team to play in the BP Invitationals in various parts of North America, including Florida, Boston, 
Montreal, and Alaska.   

 
Coach of the C.Y.O. Basketball Team at Queen of Peace and St. Joseph’s Church for over 35 
years.   

 
Head Umpire for West Milford Baseball and West Milford Little League for 25 years. 

 
Head Basketball Official for the P.A.L. for over 20 years.   

 
West Milford High School Basketball and Baseball Official for 30 years.   

 
Member of the V.F.W. and American Legion.   
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4
th
 Degree Knight with the Knights of Columbus at Queen of Peace Church.   

 
For his steadfast commitment to the youth in our community through his promotion, organization, and 
participation in West Milford athletic programs, including baseball and basketball, and for representing the 
volunteer ethic that allows our community to thrive, we honor Bob Henry as the 2006 Mary B. Haase 
Lifetime Volunteer Award recipient.   
 
Mr. Henry thanked the Mayor and Township Council and all those who were responsible for honoring him 
with this award. 
 
Mayor DiDonato announced that the 2006 Volunteer of the Year recipient was Laurie Ardis, and invited 
her to come forward to accept her award.  Mayor DiDonato read the following: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 
2006 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

LAURIE ARDIS 
 
Laurie Ardis, this year’s Volunteer of the Year for the Township of West Milford, was chosen by the 
Township Council from several nominations submitted and considered for this award.  She was 
nominated by Marilyn Lichtenberg, the 2005 Mary B. Haase Lifetime Volunteer recipient, and was 
selected for her enthusiastic dedication and tireless efforts in promoting and organizing the annual 
Autumn Lights Festival (ALF).  Chairwoman in 1995 and 1996, and again in 2004 through 2007, Laurie 
has remained committed to the annual event that brings volunteer groups, artisans, organizations and 
businesses together for a township-wide fall festival.  She credits former resident Donna Wilson, 
Chairwoman of the event from 1997 to 2003, for keeping the festival “alive” and helping it to grow.  
Lorraine Kirwan is another volunteer who works closely with her and who Laurie thanks for helping to 
coordinate the event activities in recent years.  Laurie stated, “There are a lot of people who are 
dedicated ‘Alfers,’ and each one of them plays such an important role in putting the festival together.”          
 
In addition to chairing the Autumn Lights Festival, Laurie was the Beautification and Recycling Committee 
Chairperson and member from the late 1980’s to the mid 1990’s.  Some of the highlights for Laurie during 
those years: 
 

She made a pro-recycling commercial with Olympic Gold Medal winner Donna Weinbrecht that 
aired on local cable television, and she co-wrote a song with fellow committee members Douglas 
Ott and Sharon Lintzenich promoting commingled recycling.   
 
Laurie worked with the Recycling Committee to establish a one day a week garbage and 
recycling program in the Township, and helped to promote the Cut It and Leave It grass clippings 
program.   
 
She helped organize the first Recycling Fair, in addition to helping to publicize the used motor oil 
and food waste composting programs, that included distributing backyard composters to 
residents.   
 
She worked with former Town Manager James Davy in producing the first Town Calendar to help 
residents comply with the new recycling programs. 

 
Besides her work with Autumn Lights and other Township committees, Laurie has served at Grace 
Fellowship Church and the former Church of the Incarnation as the Choir Leader/Music Team Member, 
Sunday Food Fellowship provider, the Children’s Church Music Leader, and was on the Board of 
Director’s at the Church of the Incarnation.  She volunteered with the Apshawa School PTA as Annual 
Student Carnival Coordinator, Special Programs Coordinator, Photo Days Chair, and playground monitor.  
Laurie also assisted with the publicity, costumes, and scenery for West Milford High School productions of 
Brigadoon and Once Upon A Mattress. 

   
For Laurie’s passion, creativity, and whole-hearted commitment to programs and events that enhance 
and improve our community, and for her impeccable skills and deft coordination of the Autumn Lights 
Festival, the Township of West Milford honors her as the 2006 Volunteer of the Year.             
 
Mayor DiDonato invited the following groups to address the Township Council and the public regarding 
their volunteer efforts on behalf of the Township of West Milford community: 
 

Bobbie DelSol, R.N. – West Milford Health Department, honoring volunteers who assist with local 
clinics and public health programs. 

 
John Richards - The West Milford Players, spoke regarding performances and productions by the 
organization that raises funds to donate to local charities. 
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Bettina Bieri – The West Milford Animal Shelter Society, spoke about the shelter’s purpose and 
daily functions aided entirely by volunteers. 

 
Doris Osterhoudt – Senior Advisory Committee, addressing the Township Council and public 
about the efforts on behalf of the committee in assisting seniors with numerous services. 

 
Tara Sciuto - Lake Club of Pinecliff Lake, informed the public about the activities available at 
Pinecliff Lake for members and local residents. 

 
Marilyn Lichtenberg – West Milford Rotary,  addressed the Council and members of the public 
about the various charitable activities of the Rotarians that benefit the community. 

 
Councilman Robert Nolan and Tonya Cubby – West Milford Heritage Committee, spoke about the 
West Milford Museum’s role in preserving local history, and the annual benefit tennis tournament 
that will be held in May. 

 
Jeff Simmers – West Milford Beautification & Recycling, addressed the Township Council and the 
public on Beautification Day clean up efforts, recycling programs, and the annual House Beautiful 
program. 

 
Following the presentations, Mayor DiDonato thanked all the volunteers of the Township for their 
dedication and outstanding efforts to enhance the community and benefit members of the Township. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Mayor DiDonato opened the meeting to the public after advising that there is a five-minute limit for each 
speaker.  He invited interested parties to raise their hand and come forward when called upon.   
 
Jessica Peer, Yorktown Road, West Milford stated that she just moved into West Milford several months 
ago.  She requested that the Township reinstitute the private road program.  She lives on a non-Township 
owned road and provided photos to the Council.  She noted that the Township has regraded and added 
soil due to erosion, but because of conditions on Burrough and Chester Roads there are drainage 
problems.  She added that she did not know that the non-Township owned roads were not maintained in 
the same manner as the Township owned roads. 
 
Wayne Gottlieb, 20 So. Richfield Road, West Milford addressed the Township Council and said that he 
wished to bring to their attention some unfinished business from his recent road side clean up.  He said 
that the bottles and cans alongside the road are from commuters, and he further noted that he witnessed 
construction and household debris in the woods.  He had obtained pieces of debris with names on them 
from some of the residents who were littering along Clinton Road.  He suggested that mandatory trash 
pickup would be a fitting penalty for the perpetrators. 
 
James Geist, 57 Bayonne Drive, Hewitt, read excerpts from “Affluenza” regarding excess in America, 
referencing house sizes, shopping centers, traffic, and other examples of an affluent society.  He stated 
that the volunteer groups are a tremendous value to our communities.  He said that it is commendable 
that so many people volunteer in West Milford. 
 
Frances Vanderbeek, 876 Westbrook Road, West Milford, approached the Council and said that she has 
been trying for months to get a building permit from the Township, and that the Health Department has 
denied the approval of the permit.  She expressed her frustration and said that she will take this matter to 
a higher authority, commenting that she may have to institute litigation with the Township over this. 
 
Doris Osterhoudt, 2 Richmond Road, West Milford made several comments about the school budget and 
asked for a copy of the official results of the school election.                          
 
Councilman Weisbecker moved to close the Public Comments portion of the meeting. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker   Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Schimmenti, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Council Comments 
 
Township Attorney Fred Semrau noted that the Mayor has asked for comments about the private road 
program, that it has been discussed, and is being looked into.  The matter has been referred to the 
Township Administrator. 
 
Mayor DiDonato addressed Frances Vanderbeek about her issues with obtaining a building permit.  He 
said that he had met with the Health Department several weeks ago and the reults of the meeting were 
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that if certain conditions were met, they could proceed forward.  He stated that all parties involved will 
continue to work at resolving this matter.  He noted that that the Health Officers have licenses and are 
trying to perform their jobs.  They will continue to try to resolve this matter.  He also commented that there 
are wetlands issues that need to be addressed, as well as determining the status of the soil logs.  The 
Adminstrator and the engineer have been in contact and, hopefully, this matter will be rectified. 
 
The Mayor announced the official results of the 2007 School Board Election that included the school 
budget.  He stated that the results were 1371 in the affirmative and 1374 in the negative.  In noting that 
the budget lost by three votes, he said that the Township will begin the process of reviewing the budget.  
He referred to the resolution that is on the agenda for consulting services to review and make 
recommendations regarding the budget.    
 
Councilman Weisbecker commented about the private roads in Upper Greenwood Lake that were opened 
in 1932.  Addressing Ms. Peer about the private road programn, he stated that the residents need 
approval of 50% plus 1 in order to get the roads considered for takeover.  In another matter, he 
commented that the Sheriff’s Department is working on Clinton Road roadside debris clean up.  
 
Councilman Smolinski spoke about the school election and stated that every vote does count.  As for the 
road assessment program, he commented that he is pleased that it is being revisited.  Roads planned for 
paving can then be taken over.  He congratulated the 2006 volunteer recipients and thanked all other 
volunteers for their hard work and efforts in the Township. 
 
Councilman Schimmenti made comments about the school elections and emphasized that each vote 
counts. 
 
Councilman Nolan stated that he would like the private road assessment program to be on an agenda in 
the very near future, rather than at a later date.  He congratulated Bob Henry and Laurie Ardis on their 
awards.   
 
Councilman Scangarello thanked those responsible for their work on the Volunteer of the Year program.  
He addressed the Administrator and asked him to contact Ms. Vanderbeek and try to get this matter 
rectified as soon as possible.  
 
Action Items 
The Township Council took action on the following items: 
 

Agenda No. VIII 1 
 

~ Resolution 2007-144 ~ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A ‘NON-FAIR AND OPEN’ 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR CONSULTING SERVICES TO REVIEW AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL ON THE DEFEATED SCHOOL BUDGET 
 
 WHEREAS, the general fund tax levy for the base budget and additional spending proposals of 

the West Milford School District were defeated by the voters in the Township of West Milford at the 

School Elections held on April 17, 2007; and 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A et seq., the Township Council must review the 

defeated budget and certify the taxes in the form of a resolution to the County Board of Taxation no later 

than Monday May 21 2007; and 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body is desirous of obtaining the services of a professional to assist 

in the process and ensure complete compliance with the law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Administrator has obtained proposals from professionals to review the 

school budget, make recommendations to the Mayor and Council and attend Township Council meetings 

as needed; and 

WHEREAS, this professional service agreement is exempt from the provisions of Ordinance 

2006-020 as it meets the standard contained in section 2.7.2.3 (D) of the Township Code which waives 

the local ‘pay to play’ requirements for matters determined to be public exigencies pursuant to NJSA 

19:44A-20.12 .   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 

Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey the following: 
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1. The Township Administrator is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Donohue, 

Gironda and Doria for professional services to review the defeated school budget, make 
recommendations to the Mayor and Council and attend Township Council meetings as 
necessary.  

 
2. The Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds in an amount not to exceed 

seventy-five hundred dollars ($7,500.00) said funds to be encumbered from account number      
7-01-20-100-450. 

 
3. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Services" pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq. and the local public contracts law.   
 

4. That a notice of this action shall be published in accordance with law, said notice to provide that 
the contract awarded and this resolution authorizing same are available for public inspection in 
the office of the Township Clerk. 

 
Adopted:   April 25, 2007 
 
Discussion:  Township Attorney Fred Semrau noted that the required “pay to play” documents would be 
submitted by the firm Donohue, Gironda and Doria, but that they would not meet the 10 day requirement 
as set forth in the Township’s ordinance.   
 
Councilman Weisbecker said that he had received an e-mail from a young girl who was concerned about 
the defeated school budget, and he stated that he wants the professional on board and decisions to be 
made as soon as possible. 
 
The Township Administrator noted that a meeting with the schools and Steven Cea has been scheduled 
for May 14, 2007 regarding this issue. 
 
Councilman Smolinski announced that he will recuse himself from voting on this resolution. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker   Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Schimmenti, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstained:  Smolinski. 
Motion carried.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. VIII 2 
 

~ Resolution 2007-141 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PASSAGE OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
  WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Council of the Township of West Milford has reviewed the 
Consent Agenda consisting of various proposed Resolutions and Applications; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Resolutions and Applications on the 
Consent Agenda are hereby approved: 
 

Resolutions: 
 
Applications: 
 

a. Application – Tricky Tray – Deborah Hospital Foundation 
b. Application - On Premise 50/50 Raffle – Deborah Hospital Foundation 

 
Adopted:  April 25, 2007 . 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker   Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Schimmenti, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstained:  None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Payment of Bills 
 

Agenda No. VIII 3 
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~ Resolution 2007-142 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has submitted to the members of the Township Council a 

report listing individual disbursement checks prepared by his office in payment of amounts due by the 
Township. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Treasurer’s report of checks 
prepared by him be approved and issued as follows: 
  

Acct # Account Name Amount 

1 Current Account. . . . . . . . . . . . $222,716.73 

2 Reserve Account . . . . . . . . . .  7,814.63 

3 Animal Control Trust 225.00 

6 Capital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,431.49 

7 Grants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,179.86 

8 Refuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,205.16 

9 Refunds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,644.43 

12 General Ledger. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

16 Heritage Trust. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

14 Open Space Trust  

17 Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,662.71 

18 Development Escrow. . . . . . . . .  

19 LOSAP  

20 Special Reserve  

  

Total $362,880.01 

Less Refund Resolution (14,644.43) 

Actual Bill List  $348,235.58 

  

Other Payments  

Less Refund Resolution  

  

Total Expenditures $348,235.58 
 
Adopted:  April 25, 2007 
 
Councilman Nolan noted that he would abstain on one item, Valley Health Care. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker   Seconded:  Warden 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Schimmenti, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstained:  Nolan (Valley Health Care). 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Items For Discussion 
 
The Township Council discussed the following items: 
1)  Bid Award for Mount Laurel Park Improvements – Township Adminsitrator Kunze advised 

that the bids were reviewed and it is recommended that the award go to Crossroad 
Construction for $283,998.  Councilman Weisbecker asked the Adminsitrator if everything 
is in order so that re-bidding won’t be necessary.  Mr. Semrau stated that it was the 
consultant hired to prepare the bid specs who had made errors in the documents, not the 
administration.  Councilman Nolan inquired about the Skate Park costs, to which the 
Administrator replied approximately $55,000.  Councilman Nolan wanted the total cost and 
asked if the Township had received any money from the County for this project.  He 
questioned whether this project would total $400,000.  The Administrator replied that he 
would get the information requested.   

2) 
3) 
4) 

Bid Award for Drainage Pipe; Bid Award for Road Resurfacing – Phase I; Bid Award for 
Hydraulic Hammer Services – Administrator Kunze advised that these three items  were 
related to the road programs, and that an award would be through the Morris County Co-
Op (MCC).  He noted that Tilcon will be used for the road resurfacing and that their costs 
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do not exceed last year’s costs.  Councilman Warden asked about what type of hydraulic 
services we would get for $2000.00 a day, to which the Administrator replied that we get 
the use of an operator and machinery.  Councilman Nolan stated that we should not 
exceed the amount stipulated in the contract.  Administrator Kunze stated that we use only 
what we need.  Councilman Nolan asked about rock removal and Administrator Kunze 
clarified the services.   

5) Resolution to Collect Sales Tax on Bubbling Springs Memberships – Administrator Kunze 
explained that the sales tax is required by a new law, and when asked why it is just 
Bubbling Springs, he replied that the law is very specific on what services are to be taxed.  
Councilman Nolan asked for clarification on the tax, and then inquired if the Township has 
a Sales Tax Certificate.  The Adminsitrator will look into this.   

6)  Grant Submittal for a Smart Future Planning Grant – Administrator Kunze explained that 
this would fund the engineering costs for streetscape improvements, and that it would 
supplement existing funds.  Mayor DiDonato asked if this would be used for design work, 
to which the Administrator replied in the affirmative, adding that the grant for $50,000 will 
ultimately go towards construction.  

7)  Bergen/Passaic Commuter Rail Line – The Township Administrator explained that the 
Township received notification of the proposed rail line that will travel from Hawthorne to 
Hackensack.  He noted that it will not necessarily impact West Milford.  Councilman 
Weisbecker stated that he has been active with Assemblyman DeCroce on a commuter rail 
line.  He noted that NJ Transit is seeking a turnstile in the Rockaway to West Milford area.  
He said that it may be good for the Township to show support for this Bergen/Passaic 
commuter rail line.  He urged his fellow councilmembers to come to a consensus on this 
matter.  Councilman Nolan stated that anything that gets cars off the road is good. 

8) Proposal for Concert at Jungle Habitat Site – Adminsitrator Kunze reported that he spoke 
with representatives regarding potential concerts at Jungle Habitat.  Initially, the concert 
promoter would provide the whole event and the town could hold the concerts at no cost, 
and all profits realized would go to the Township.  Upon further inquiry, a revised proposal 
was received, with 15% of the profit to the Township.  There were also additional expenses 
for safety costs.  The concert promoter wanted the concert to be held in September.  He 
asked for discussion on the matter.  Councilman Weisbecker expressed concerns about 
the costs for police, etc.  He asked if a bond would be required, and the Administrator said 
that the Township Attorney would provide a contract that would help to keep our liability to 
a minimum.  There were comments about liability and insurance, and the Administrator 
responded that these issues would be covered in the contract.  When asked by 
Councilman Nolan why we should go forward with this, the Administrator replied that after 
careful analysis, the latest figures are not promising.  He did note that other revenues could 
be collected, including parking fees, etc.  Councilman Smolinski questioned the results of 
the cost analysis on this matter, inquiring about the initial change in profits from 50% to 
15%.  The Administrator replied with an explanation of the estimates.  Councilman 
Weisbecker expressed concern about the State approval.  Councilman Schimmenti 
commented that we have had prior arrangements with the State regarding the Jungle 
Habitat site.  Insurance and documentation are required.  He said that he has heard  
several accounts about this proposed event and the projected profits.  He also noted that 
the State may be seeking a “donation” of sorts if this event occurs.  The Council disccused 
the matter further.   Councilman Schimmenti commented that the propmoter is on the West 
Coast and is trying to expand his business to the East Coast.  Councilman Smolinski said 
that this event was a way to see what the Township can do with the Jungle Habitat site.  
He said that, initially, everything was included, and the the Township Adminisirator should 
try to negotiate with the promoter to get back to 50% share of the profits.  Councilman 
Warden stated that the Township should not be in the Township promoting business.  He 
questioned the meeting with the promoters and contracting with the State.  He feels that 
the liability is too risky.  He invited the promoter to meet with the Council.  Councilman 
Smolinski said that the promoters could be invited to next week’s regular meeting.  
Councilman Nolan stated that the net profits need to be stipulated.  Councilman 
Scangarello said that this concert is a Do-Wop concert, not a rock concert.  Administrator 
Kunze said that the promoter will be contacted and inivited to a meeting.  Additionally, he 
will work out a structured agreement.  Councilman Nolan inquired whether Chief Costello 
had been apprised of this, and the Administrator replied that he had received cost 
estimates of $8,000.00 for police services.  Mayor DiDonato directed the Administrator to 
get clarification on this matter. 

9) Weedharvesting Agreement - The Administrator reported that Councilman Warden had 
requested that this resolution be put back on the agenda.  The weedharvesting agreement 
needs to be re-executed with Greenwood Lake and Passaic County, and if the Council is 
comfortable with this agreement, it can be executed.  Councilman Wiesbecker inquired if it 
was the same as last year’s agreement and Councilman Warden affirmed that it was. 

10) Use of Township Property for Sign Advertising (Greenwood Lake Airport and Businesses 
on Airport Road) – The Township Administrator reviewed the matter for the Council, 
explaining that the Greenwood Lake Airport had been denied a permit for an off-premise 
sign.  The sign would be situated on the corner of Marshall Hill road and Airport Road.  The 
Township Engineer has asked for an engineering plan due to site distance and set back 
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problems.  Mayor DiDonato noted that the Township Attorney has identified some legal 
issues involved with this matter, and Mr. Semrau proceeded to explain that as public 
property, there will be a process for others to utilize the sign, but we need to be mindful of 
the bidding laws and proposals that are made.  He asked the Council if they wanted him to 
investigate further into the legal aspects of this matter.  Councilman Warden commented 
that Mr. Wagner, the airport representative, has been an asset to the community, that jobs 
and businesses have flousihed with his help, tourism has been promoted, and he asked 
the Council to move this forward.  Councilman Smolinski commented that signs, in general, 
need to be addressed in the Township.  He further stated that the proposed sign would be 
aesthetically pleasing, allowing several businesses to use.  He discussed the use of neon 
paint, noting that it would not be appealing.  Mr. Wagner said that he would be meeting 
with the engineer, but asked if the sign could be separated to distinguish the businesses.  
The Administrator replied that he would be meeting with the Township Engineer and 
Attorney and he would be back in touch with Mr. Wagner.  Mr. Wagner asked if the 
Township has leased their property to others for a nominal amount.  The Council concurred 
that this matter will be researched. 

11) Resolution Authorizing Foreclosures as Listed on the Foreclosure List 26 – Coucilman 
Nolan asked if we provided the money for the contract regarding tax foreclosure 
professional services.  Adminsitrator Kunze replied that the amount we entered into 
contract for was an amount not to exceed $6,000.00.   

12) Donation of Car from Passaic County – The Administrator reported that Passaic County 
donated a 1997 Crown Victoria to the Township.  The car has a new engine, and will be re-
painted by the County.  The car will be used by the Deputy Fire Commisioner.  Councilman 
Smolinski noted that we would be the 2

nd
 owner; the orginal buyer was Passaic County.  

13) Fireworks Displays – Upper Greenwood Lake and Jungle Habitat – The Township 
Administrator announced two fireworks display events, one in Upper Greenwood Lake and 
Thunder in the Highlands at the Jungle Habitat site. 

14) PARIS Grants Update – Administrator Kunze reviewed the PARIS Grant funding through 
Passaic County that will be used for better record management.  Funding will be in 2008;  
an inventory is required.  The County is requesting a letter from the Township Clerk, who is 
requesting approval from the Council to proceed with this matter. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Reports 
 
Mayor DiDonato - The Mayor reported on the County Open Space Coordinator and trust fund grant 
applications.  He referred the Council to their packets.  The Administrator stated that this matter would be 
on a May workshop agenda.  The Mayor commented on a letter relating to the Highlands and transfer of 
development rights receiving zones.  He clarified that we are not, and will not be, a receiving community.  
He also announced that the Township would receive monies for disaster relief due to damage from the 
recent spring storm.  New Jersey was hit the hardest and it will take time for full damage assessment.  He 
thanked the Fire Department for their tremendous effort in pumping out flooded sites. 
 
Administrator Kunze - The Administrator noted that damage assessment continues, but the Township’s 
preliminary assessments were completed in record time and he commended the Township staff for their 
quick response in the assessment process, and also for their assistance and expertise during the 
Nor’easter that affected the area.  He thanked all the volunteers who helped during the storm and 
congratulated the 2006 volunteer recipients, Bob Henry and Laurie Ardis.     
 
Councilman Weisbecker congratulated the 2006 volunteer recipients and all the volunteers for their efforts 
in the Township.  He wanted the Township to recognize all those who helped during the Nor’ester, and 
especially the First Aid Squad for housing evacuees.  He commended Michael Woch, Emergency 
Management Official, for his work during the storm.  He reported on the work of the Energy Committee 
and their recent efforts to get the thermostats changed in Township owned buildings.  The audit on 
energy use is almost complete; they are exploring areas to cut energy costs.  On the subject of curbside 
pickup, he noted that the extensive study is complete and thanked all those who participated.  
Beautification Day was very successful, and was culminated with 800-900 people at Bubbling Springs.  
He thanked resident Renee Allessio for having her Prius on display for the event.  He thanked the 
Township Attorney for the clear bag ordinance, noting that other towns are developing regulations on this.  
He further noted that it would help with recycling efforts.  On the Lake Committee, he reported that a 
septic maintenance ordinance would be sent to the Council in the near future.  The Environmental 
Commission is also assisting with this ordinance.  On the school budget, he stated that this is the largest 
budget in town and he was disappointed in the low voter turnout, encouraging residents to remember to 
vote.  He spoke about safety issue on Warwick Turnpike and expressed concern over the recent removal 
of a guardrail on a steep ledge and curve in the road.   
 
Councilman Smolinski referred to the Council packets and inquired about the Hawthorne resolution and 
the Garden State Preservation Trust Fund renewal.  He asked the Council to entertain a resolution to 
send to the State for additional funds.  He commented about the Greenwood Lake Turnpike construction 
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and the engineering problems encountered, especially with the recent storms.  He noted that work should 
resume in the following week. 
 
Councilman Schimmenti gave his congratulations to the 2006 volunteer recipients and thanked the 
volunteers for all their hard work.  He also thanked them for saving the Township money by volunteering 
their services.  He commented that all the Hot Dogs consumed at Bubbling Springs on Beautification Day 
were donated.  He stated that the Recreation Department needs support and he encouraged residents to 
attend games and events held by the Township. 
 
Councilman Nolan stated that he supported the Hawthorne resolution.  He announced the upcoming 15

th
 

Annual West Milford Museum Tennis Tournament and read the list of sponsors.  He received an e-mail 
from a Steven Gould at the E.P.A. with an invitation to attend a seminar on source water protection and  
storm water protection.  He requested that someone in the Planning Department attend and asked the 
Administrator to pass the information on.  He commented that Joseph Elcavage had resigned from the 
Municipal Utilities Authority.  He announced that May 5 was the “purple blotch” rally.  He further 
commented on Eagle Ridge and the water/well report.  He noted that the MUA apparently sided with the 
applicant, not the Township.  Mr. Semrau interjected that the Township is trying to make sure that there is 
long term sustainability for water use at this site. 
 
Councilman Warden reported that Greenwood Lake is full from the recent rains, that the weeds are 
almost non-existent.  He noted that Steve DeFeo has notified him that the weedharvester is ready to 
resume, and that an operator is available for several weeks during the summer.  He asked Mr. DeFeo to 
contact the Township Administrator.   He thanked Freeholder Terry Duffy for help in getting a recent 
grant.  He thanked the volunteers for their clean up efforts.  He commented about Pinecliff Lake 
screening and the Wallisch Estate, and asked to be put on for a presentation at the next meeting. 
 
Councilman Scangarello commented on the $525,000.00 grant from the freeholders and the open space 
grants.  He commended the volunteers for their efforts.  He remarked about a recent talent show at 
Westbrook school and thanked the school officials for their part in making this possible.  The County 
Mosquito Control Commission is available, and with all the recent rain, residents are urged to call if they 
feel a need.  He commented on the final visioning project and thanked those responsible.   
 
Township Attorney Fred Semrau reported on the Eagle Ridge matter that will be discussed in Executive 
Session, stating that the NJ DEP made a decision to allow the applicant, Boulder Pond, to go ahead with 
testing.  The Township hired a hydrogeologist as a consultant, and is disappointed by the DEP’s 
response to the situation.  He noted that we are at a critical point, further noting that we may need 
assistance for long term water supply sustainability.  The commissioner will become involved in this 
matter.  

 
Executive Session 

 
Agenda No. XII 

 
~ Resolution 2007-143 ~ 

 
MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford on the 25

th
 day of April, 

2007, that: 
 

1. Prior to the conclusion of this Workshop Meeting, the Township Council shall meet in Executive 
Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as permitted pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 
(  )     b.  (1)   Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law or 

State statute or rule of court. 
(  )     b.  (2)   A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive  
   funds from the Government of the United States. 

  (  )     b.  (3)   Material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of  
     individual privacy. 

(  )     b.  (4)   A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 
(  )     b.  (5)   Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates or 
   investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the public  
   interest if disclosed. 
(  )     b.  (6) Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the  
   public, if disclosure could impair such protection.  Investigation of  
   violations of the law. 
(X)     b.  (7)   Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in  
  subsection   b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client  
  privilege. 

� K. Hovnanian v. West Milford – Eagle Ridge – Docket No. A-6031-04T3 
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(  )     b.  (8)   Personnel matters. 
(  )     b.  (9)   Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties. 

 
2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to the 

public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s). 
 
Adopted:  April 25, 2007 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Nolan   Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Schimmenti, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Council went into Executive Session 10:11 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened in public session at 10:38 p.m. with all present as before.  
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Township Council adjourned the meeting 
at 10:38 p.m. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker  Seconded:  Schimmenti 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Schimmenti, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Approved:  July 11, 2007  
 

_________________________________ 
MAYOR JOSEPH DiDONATO 

PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
 

_________________________________ 
TONYA E. CUBBY 

 ACTING TOWNSHIP CLERK 


