
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 19, 2019 

MAIN MEETING ROOM 

 

Chairman Steve Boshart called the November 19, 2019 Historic Preservation 

Commission meeting to order at 7:00 PM in the Main Meeting Room of the West 

Milford Town Hall with the reading of the Legal Notice.  

ROLL CALL 

Present:  Steve Boshart (Chair)  
   Josephine Beck (Vice-Chair) 

 Loretta Heusser 
 Kristen Koerner 

   Kerry O’Brien  
Absent:   Harry Rescigno  
Secretary:  Tonya E. Cubby 
Also Present: Wayne McCabe, McCabe & McCabe 
 
MINUTES 

A motion was made by Kristen Koerner to approve the October 15, 2019 
minutes with a second by Kerry O’Brien with several minor corrections noted.  
The Minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 
 
PRESENTATION 

Wayne McCabe of McCabe & McCabe – Preserving Our Historic Resources  

Sussex County Historian and Planner, Wayne McCabe, presented a program to 
the Commission regarding the preservation of historic resources, noting that 
selecting the correct approach and planning for the future are primary 
considerations in preservation endeavors.  Using a case study of a structure 
known as the Tenant House, c 1840, located in Waterloo Village, a former 
hamlet in Byram Twp., NJ, Mr. McCabe reviewed various aspects of the plans 
for preservation, as well as the determination of a future use for the building.  
He noted that the extensive funding for the preservation efforts at the site were 
made possible through a [federal] grant.  He discussed preservation as a 
treatment of the structure (minor repairs and renovation), rehabilitation as a 
treatment (repairs and replacement of deteriorated features both interior and 
exterior), and restoration as a treatment (taking into account the contemporary 
alterations and determining a benchmark period for restoration). 

With regard to the Tenant House, Mr. McCabe advised that restoration was the 
treatment approach selected for preservation, observing that a century earlier 
the structure had been compromised by alterations.  He outlined methods for 
determining the history of a site considered for preservation, including 
obtaining historical images, historical mapping, printed histories, census data, 
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wills, newspaper accounts, oral histories, records from the county and local 
municipal government (subdivisions, building permits), and physical evidence 
in a building through examination of the building components (hardware, 
woodwork) or past renovations. 

Reviewing the planning stage, Mr. McCabe stressed the importance of 
photographing all sides of the structure, preparing a basic floor plan and 
documenting the interior and exterior features.   

Mr. McCabe reviewed the elements of a Historic Structure Report for the 
preservation of the Tenant House, which included an Executive Summary, 
Scope of the Project, Purpose for Preservation, Treatment Approach, and 
Summary and Recommendation. 

When presenting a case for preservation of a building or site, Mr. McCabe 
suggested the following outline:   

 Introduction – Significance of a structure, Methodology 
 Development History – Historic Overview, Property/Site History, 

Archeological Resources 
 Existing Conditions Assessment – Photos, Architectural Plan, Elevations 
 Identification of Existing Features 
 Treatment Analysis 

Mr. McCabe extended an invitation to the Commission to visit the Tenant 
House site at Waterloo Village for an opportunity to witness the preservation 
process in progress. 
              
Following the presentation on preserving historic resources, the Commission 
addressed the following matters:   
 
SITES 

Macopin Homestead – 1299 Macopin Road  

 It was reported that the HPC sign for the Macopin Homestead was given 
to the Vreeland Store for a display.  One of the Commissioners will speak 
with the owner of the Vreeland Store and request the sign be returned so 
that it can be re-installed at the designated site.  

Reid House - 1778 Macopin Road 

 Chairman Steve Boshart attempted to contact the former owner of the 
site but has not received a response.  The Commission briefly discussed 
the historic designation sign replacement and/or repair at the Macopin 
Homestead and the Reid House.  The Commission concurred that the 
new owner should be apprised of the reason for the designation and be 
given an opportunity for re-installation of the plaque.  Historian Wayne 
McCabe advised that the new owner cannot be required to re-install the 
plaque if they choose not to.     
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Long Pond Ironworks 

 Kerry O’Brien reported on a grant that was received for repair to the 
church steeple at Long Pond, with a match from the Friends of Long 
Pond Ironworks.  Work is underway for a structural report for the church 
and steeple.  

Wallisch Homestead 

 Kerry O’Brien reported that an assessment on the footings for the 
structural columns in the barn at Wallisch Homestead must be 
completed before work for their repair/replacement can commence.     
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 The Commission discussed a possible field trip to Waterloo Village to 
review the sites that Wayne McCabe reviewed in his presentation to the 
Commission. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Prior to adjourning, Chairman Steve Boshart advised that the next regular 
meeting was scheduled for December 17, 2019.  The meeting adjourned at 
8:50 pm on a motion by Kerry O’Brien with a second by Kristen Koerner. 

Approved:  January 21, 2020 

   

    Submitted By: Tonya E. Cubby, Secretary  


