
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 
MINUTES 

October 4, 2004 
 
Chairman, Stephen Sangle, called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Daniel Kochakji, Timothy Metcalf, Douglas Ott, Bernie Stapleton (Arrived 

Late), Stephen Sangle.  Alternates:   Irene Smith, Les Lynn.  Planning 
Director:   William Drew.  GIS Specialist:   Robert Sparkes 

 
Absent: Gillian Hemstead, Maryellen Gabay,  
 
Chairman appointed the alternates to sit for the absent members.  
 
MINUTES 
 

MOTION made by Les Lynn, seconded by Irene Smith, to approve the minutes of 
the September 13, 2004 regular meeting.  On voice vote all were in favor. 

 
APPLICATIONS – None. 

 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 
 

CELLULAR TELEPHONE COMPANY (MACOPIN FIREHOUSE), D/B/A AT&T 
WIRELESS, Preliminary & Final Site Plan #0420-0192AB, Block 9301; Lot 
6, 1362, Macopin Road; R-3 Zone.  Request for waiver of Environmental Impact 
Statement.   Michael Levine, Esq. and Gregory B. Nowak, P.E. of French & 
Parrello Associates represented the applicant.  After discussion a MOTION was 
made by Les Lynn, seconded by Douglas Ott, recommending that the request for 
a waiver of the Environmental Impact Statement be granted as there would be no 
increase in impervious coverage.  On voice vote all were in favor. 
  

OLD BUSINESS 
 
BELCHER’S CREEK:      The Commission discussed the results of the fecal 
coliform water testing for Belchers Creek.  They were concerned that unless a 
water quality scientist conducts the tests and performs the laboratory analysis, 
that the Township may not have a clear determination on the cause and effects 
upon Belchers Creek that may be occurring.  It was suggested that the 
Commission apply for an Office of Environmental Services matching grant for the 
purpose of hiring a water quality scientist, which would enable a scientific study 
to be conducted with quantitative results.  As the grant, if approved, would not be 
available until July 2005, the Commission requested that the Council allocate the 
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necessary funds to retain a professional water quality scientist so that a scientific 
analysis could be conducted in the interim. 
 
The Commission also requested that Councilman Elcavage be invited to attend a 
future Environmental Commission meeting to discuss these issues with the 
Commission.   
 
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT AREA 3: Bernie Stapleton reported that at the 
last meeting it was decided to put together a pamphlet on drinking water.  It was 
suggested that this information could be applied to West Milford and the 
Township could act as a conduit for distribution of the information.  Rob Sparkes 
reported that similar discussions took place at the PAC meeting.  It was suggested 
that a notice be put on the web site as to where to obtain the information. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARDWALK:   
 
The Environmental Boardwalk has sustained some damage resulting from a 
beaver dam that caused the property to flood and submerge the boardwalk.  In 
order to maintain the boardwalk in a safe condition sections of the boardwalk 
need to be replaced due to warping.  It has been estimated that costs would not 
exceed $6,000.00.  As the boardwalk was funded through the same grant the 
Environmental Commission is requesting that funds be transferred from the 
Interpretative Trail Network project and applied to the Environmental Boardwalk 
project to repair the dams.  Certainly detailed estimates would be sought for the 
work to be performed and forwarded to your attention before any work is 
approved. 
 
DRAFT OPEN SPACE PLAN:      
 

 Recommendation to Planning Board re open space priorities.   Les Lynn and Rob 
Sparkes to prepare and present a report at the November meeting.  Mr. Lynn 
noted that the properties identified by the Commission when they created the 
greenbelt would be given a high priority.   

       
Review of request from property owners to preserve Block 7212; Lot 4 and 
application to the Passaic County Agricultural Development Board.  After 
discussion, a MOTION was made by Les Lynn, seconded by Stephen Sangle, to 
support the endeavor of the property owner and its application to the Passaic 
County Agricultural Development Board.  On voice vote all were in favor. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT TEAM: Commission’s involvement to provide 
public education awareness.  Irene Smith to represent Commission.  Members 
noted that if a study is to be conducted that it be done in cooperation with the 
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Township so that the information can be used to fulfill the Township’s 
requirements.  
 
William Drew noted that part of the Township’s responsibility under the new 
stormwater regulations is to disseminate information to the public to inform 
them of the importance of improving stormwater runoff.  He outlined various 
ways in which this could be accomplished.  Matter to be scheduled for discussion 
at next meeting. 

 
K. HOVNANIAN AT WEST MILFORD/EAGLE RIDGE: Schedule date to blaze 
hiking trail as per Planning Board Resolution No. 2003 – 24.  Members 
determined that a walk would be conducted at the beginning of December after 
the leaves have fallen and there is a better view of the property.   

 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

The following correspondence was noted and filed: 
 
Letter dated August 23, 2004 from the DEP in response to request for a Letter of 
Interpretation from Eric Hastings for property located on Greenwood Lake 
Turnpike, Block 3906; Lot 4.   
 
Letter dated September 2, 2004 from EcolSciences, Inc. advising that Michael 
Zupp is applying for a Letter of Interpretation for property located at the 
intersection of Martha Street and Germantown Road, Block 12110; Lot 6.  
 
Letter dated September 28, 2004 from Careaga Engineering, Inc. advising that 
AdvoServe of New Jersey is submitting a TWA application for property located at 
240 Longhouse Road, Block 2202; Lot 5.01. 
 
Notice dated September 29, 2004 advising that Phil Luogameno is applying for a 
General Permit for the installation of a disposal field for property located at 18 
Crescent Road, Block 12305; Lot 13. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Copy of letter dated September 21, 2004 from Robert H. Sparkes, GIS Specialist, 
to the DEP submitting the final report and the Storm Drain Inventory for Phase I, 
in accordance with the grant agreement.  Noted and filed. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Celeste Byrne was present and referred to the Board of Adjustment for an answer 
to her inquiry. 

 



Environmental Commission 
October 4, 2004 Minutes 
Page 4 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:50 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Grace R. Davis 
        Secretary 
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