
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 
MINUTES 

 
August 1, 2005 

 
Chairman, Stephen Sangle, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: Daniel Kochakji, Timothy Metcalf, Douglas Ott, Stephen Sangle, 

Bernie Stapleton.  Alternate:   Irene Smith.  Planning Director:  
William Drew.  GIS Specialist:  Robert Sparkes  

 
 Absent: Maryellen Gabay, Gillian Hemstead.  Alternate: Richard Castronova 
 
 Chairman appointed Irene Smith to sit for Ms. Gabay. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
 

VICTOR MARCHIAFAVA, Minor Subdivision #0510-1972, Variance 
#0530-0713, Block 13602; Lot 7, 1894 Route 23 North; LMI Zone.  Request for 
waiver of Environmental Impact Statement.  The applicant was not present.  
William Drew explained the proposal and noted that no building was proposed at 
this time.  MOTION made by Stephen Sangle, seconded by Douglas Ott, to grant 
the waiver request.  On voice vote all were in favor. 

 
ERNEST OBERER, Minor Subdivision #0510-1975, Block 14201; Lots 14 and 
15, 350 Germantown Road; R-3 Zone. Request for waiver of Environmental 
Impact Statement.  The applicant, Ernest Oberer, was present.  During discussion 
concern was expressed regarding the areas to be disturbed.  Applicant was 
requested to indicate the limit of disturbance on the plans.  MOTION made by 
Douglas Ott, seconded by Timothy Metcalf, to grant the waiver request.  On voice 
vote all were in favor. 
 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES – None. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT AREA 3:  No report.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARDWALK:  William Drew reported that he had spoken to 
James Rogers at the County, who indicated that he was awaiting confirmation 
regarding the transfer of funds to cover the repair work.  A decision is anticipated 
by the end of August.  Mr. Drew also spoke to the contractor, George Flader, and 
was advised that he would be ready to proceed as soon as the funds are made 
available.  Stephen Sangle noted that the Commission would have to determine 
how to dispose of the old material.  Volunteer help from the Boy Scouts to be 
explored.  Douglas Ott noted that he had received a telephone call from Yetta 
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Daugherty, who offered to contribute to the cost of the repairs.  Mr. Ott thanked 
her and advised that this was not necessary. 
 
GREENWOOD LAKE 319H GRANT:     Robert Sparkes advised that he met with a 
technician from Princeton Hydro and inspected storm drains.  They are in the 
process of selecting the storm drains for the project.  They also identified an area 
that might be considered for stream bank restoration.    
 
BELCHERS CREEK FECAL TESTING GRANT AND CANOE TRIP:  Robert Sparkes 
reported that the sampling was scheduled to start the following week.  Time 
scheduled established for the collection and pickup by the testing laboratory. 
 
WEST MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL WATER MONITORING WEBSITE:  No report.  
 
STORM DRAIN STENCILING: Robert Sparkes reported that Matt Gabay was 
planning to start the project within the next week. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
TRANSPORTATION ENHANCE GRANT: Resolution of support.   William Drew 
explained that the Township is applying for a Transportation Enhancement 
Grant for money to construct a pedestrian sidewalk along Marshall Hill Road.  
This project would be environmentally beneficial to the Township with regard to 
air quality by allowing an alternative to the use of the automobile.  As part of the 
grant application resolutions of support were requested from various Township 
organizations. 
 
MOTION made by Steven Sangle, seconded by Douglas Ott, to approve Resolution 
2005-3 in support of the Township application and requesting the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation, Division of Local Aid and Economic Development 
to approve this grant.   

 
 On roll call vote: Yes -  Daniel Kochakji, Timothy Metcalf, Douglas Ott, 

Bernie Stapleton, Irene Smith, Stephen Sangle.   
  No - None 

 
WETLAND MITIGATION PLAN: Ramapo College proposal to mitigate on 
Wallisch property.  William Drew advised that a meeting was held with the 
Township Administrator, the Board of Education Administrator, representatives 
of the college and their environmental consultant.  He outlined the proposed 
project, which involves a 3-acre area and will include an environmental trail.  Mr. 
Drew suggested that signage be installed identifying the various plants.  He also 
suggested that the Commission be involved in planning the project.  The 
members appointed Douglas Ott to work with the college on the development of 
the plan.  Stephen Sangle to contact Les Lynn, former Commissioner, to work 
with Mr. Ott on the project. 
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MINUTES 
 

MOTION made by Douglas Ott, seconded by Daniel Kochakji, to approve the 
minutes of the July 11, 2005 regular meeting.  On voice vote all eligible members 
voted in the affirmative. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 
 The following correspondence was received and filed: 
 

Notice dated July 20, 2005 advising that Charles and Bernise Sauers are applying 
for a General Permit for the installation of a proposed sub-surface sanitary 
disposal system on property located at 270 Conklin Road, Block 14801; Lot 7. 
 
Notice dated July 23, 2005 advising that I Yo and Donald Turton are applying for 
a General Permit for the construction of a single-family dwelling on property 
known as Block 4501; Lot 3, Awosting Road. 

 
Notice dated July 19, 2005 advising that David & Kate Hayman are applying for a 
General Permit for the installation of a subsurface septic system on property 
located at 16 Berry Lane, Block 14113; Lot 7. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 No one wished to speak. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:30 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Grace R. Davis 
        Secretary 
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