
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 
AGENDA 
MINUTES 

 
September 11, 2006 

 
Chairman, Stephen Sangle, called the meeting to order at 8:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: Maryellen Gabay, Douglas Ott, Stephen Sangle, Bernie Stapleton.  

Alternates:  Irene Smith, Andrew Abdul.  Planning Director: 
William Drew.  GIS Specialist:  Robert Sparkes  

 
 Absent: Gillian Hemstead, Daniel Kochakji, Timothy Metcalf. 
  
 Chairman appointed alternates to sit for absent members. 
 

APPLICATIONS 
 

WOODWARD BALL AND CORINNE BALL, Preliminary and Final Site Plan 
#0620-0253, Block 16005; Lots 8 and 9, 25 Paradise Road; LMI Zone.  Request 
for waiver of Environmental Impact Statement.  Neither the applicant nor his 
representative was present.  Upon review the Commission determined that a 
limited EIS was warranted to control stormwater runoff and soil erosion from the 
storage of landscaping materials.  In addition, with the storage of all of the 
various machinery and equipment the Commission was concerned about vehicle 
maintenance work and potential leaking of engine fluids.  Members suggested 
that the matter be rescheduled for their October 2, 2006 meeting to provide an 
opportunity for the applicant to discuss these matters with the Commission. 
 

ON GOING BUSINESS 
 
BELCHERS CREEK FECAL TESTING GRANT:  Robert Sparkes reported that the 
canoe crew had been out three times and were scheduled to go out a fourth time 
the next day.  Douglas Ott noted the weather on the various testing dates.  Mr. 
Sparkes also noted that the updated QAPP had been received from Pat Rector.  
Members requested that the results be supplied on a weekly basis. 
 
604(B) GRANT APPLICATION: Robert Sparkes reported that the application is  
in review. 
 
GREENWOOD LAKE 319H GRANT: Robert Sparkes advised that two BMPs 
are to be installed on County roads.  Princeton Hydro to obtain letter and 
resolution from the County Freeholds regarding this matter.  Mr. Sparkes will 
request a time extension if it becomes necessary.   
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Mr. Sparkes advised that the proposal for a new 319H Grant had been accepted 
and he would be submitting the final proposal.  He will report on the progress of 
this grant at the next meeting.   
 
STREETSCAPE VISIONING:      William Drew report that the final report on the 
visioning sessions had not been received from either the consultant or the 
County.  In response to questions, he noted that no additional meetings were 
anticipated.   Members suggested that a meeting be held to apprise the residents 
of the outcome.  A copy of the report was to be provided in digital format, which 
could be put on the Township web site. 
 
COUNTY OPEN SPACE PLAN:     Robert Sparkes advised that a meeting, which 
had been scheduled, was postponed.     
 
ENERGY COMMITTEE:     Timothy Metcalf, who could not be present, emailed a 
report, which was read by Douglas Ott.  He advised that the committee met on 
August 28 and reviewed several items for further investigation.  He noted that 
Honeywell would do an assessment at no cost to the Township and provide a 
report.  A representative of the firm was invited to attend the next meeting, which 
is scheduled for September 25, to present their program for consideration by the 
Township.  A site visit was conducted to another subset of Township buildings to 
investigate energy saving options. 
 
LAKES COMMITTEE:     Irene Smith noted that only six representatives out of the 
21 lakes in the Township attended the last meeting of the committee.  She advised 
that the committee reviewed and discussed ordinances regarding phosphorus 
fertilizers.  The committee also discussed the maintenance of septic system by 
lake residents and the Township Engineer gave a presentation on the Township 
Stormwater Management Plan.   
 
William Drew noted that an Ordinance concerning fertilizers was scheduled for 
the Planning Board meeting of October.    
 
URBAN FORESTRY GRANTS: Robert Sparkes noted that he had spoken to a 
representative of the County regarding the bills that were submitted and was 
advised that payment would be forthcoming.  The remaining funds on the grants 
would be used for any additional repair work that may be necessary for the 
environmental boardwalk.  The funds from the landscaping grant will be added to 
the streetscape project.  Mr. Sparkes noted that the monies should be expended 
within a year.  It was noted that a list of tree species native to the area was 
available.   

 
 William Drew gave an overview of the proposed streetscape project. 
 

COMMUNITY FORESTRY PLAN: Letter dated August 9, 2006 from Ronald Farr, 
North Jersey District Water Supply Commission, requesting a letter of support 
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for project was read.  After discussion the Commission requested a memo be sent 
to the Township Council advising that a representative of the North Jersey 
District Water Supply Commission addressed the Commission regarding a 
Community Forestry Plan and recommending that the Council provide a letter of 
support for this project.  A copy of Mr. Farr’s letter was to be included with the 
memo.  It was noted that the Water Supply Commission was required to reforest 
an area equal to that which they are clearing as part of an improvement project to 
their facility and that they needed a letter of support from the Township to 
enclose with their plan being submitted to the State.  The Commission further 
recommended that the streetscape improvement project, identified in the letter 
from the Water Supply Commission, be considered a priority project as part of 
this Community Forestry Plan. 
   
STREETSCAPE GRANT: Finding of no significant environmental impact.  
William Drew noted that this was part of the administrative process for the grant.  
A representative from HUD, which is the agency in charge of the project, will take 
charge of this project.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

AUTUMN LIGHTS FESTIVAL: Douglas Ott, Gillian Hemstead and Maryellen 
Gabay volunteered to help at Commission table.  Irene Smith to provide 
photographs of canoe crew taking water samples of Belchers Creek for display.  
Robert Sparkes will prepare brochures and have copies made for distribution.  
Andrew Abdul contacted the Environmental Protection Agency for material to 
distribute regarding maintenance of septic systems.  As per the EPA instructions, 
Mr. Adbul will send letter requesting various handouts for distribution at the 
Festival.    
 
GREENWOOD LAKE DRAWDOWN:   Robert Sparkes advised that the Division of 
Watershed Management had determined that property owners would not be 
required to obtain Highlands approval for maintaining their docks during the 
drawdown.  Written confirmation to be received. 

 
MINUTES 
 

MOTION made by Maryellen Gabay, seconded by Douglas Ott, to approve the 
minutes of the July 10, 2006 meeting as amended.  On voice vote all eligible 
members voted in the affirmative. 
 
MOTION made by Douglas Ott, seconded by Maryellen Gabay, to approve the 
minutes of the August 7, 2006 regular meeting.  On voice vote all eligible 
members voted in the affirmative. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
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Letter dated July 25, 2006 advising that the application for a General Permit No. 
25 and Waiver of Transition Area for Access submitted by Mark and Cindy 
Lindsey for Block 7701; Lot 2.02 has been approved.  Noted and filed. 
 
Notice dated August 4, 2006 advising that Miquel & Elsa Iglesias are applying for 
a General Permit No. 25 for property located at 14 Stowaway Road, Block 7506; 
Lot 6 for the installation of a sub-surface septic system.  Noted and filed. 
 
Letter dated August 10, 2006 from Terry Pilawski, Chief, Bureau of Watershed 
Regulation, in response to request for definition of impervious surface.  Letter 
read to members.   
 
Copy of letter dated August 14, 2006 from Carl Bierwas to the Division of 
Watershed Management enclosing additional information requested regarding 
Block 8201; Lot 2, 1945 Macopin Road.  Noted and filed. 
 
Notice dated August 16, 2006 advising that Allison Hosford is applying for a 
General Permit for property located at 81 Otterhole Road, Block 12501; Lot 11 for 
the installation of a subsurface sanitary disposal system.  Noted and filed. 
 
Notice dated August 15, 2006 advising that Robert Frederick is applying for a 
General Permit for property located at 18 Red Barn Lane, Block 9102; Lot 6 for 
the installation of a subsurface sanitary disposal system.  Noted and filed. 
 

HIGHLANDS WATER PROTECTION AND PLANNING ACT 
 
 The following correspondence was noted and filed: 
 

Notices that the following applicants have applied for a Highlands Applicability 
Determination:  
 

  Robert Mazzocchi, 4 Clubhouse Trail, Block 504; Lot 1. 
 
  Apshawa Fire House, 666 Macopin Road, Block 12501; Lot 26.  
 
  YF Realty Associates, Burrow Road, Block 2018; Lot 7. 
 
  Vincent Lanza, Lookover Road, Block 206; Lot 14.02.  
 
 Determinations from the DEP regarding the following applications: 
  

 Passaic County, Reconstruction of Apshawa Dams, Block 13501; Lot 5.  Notice  
 of Technical Incompleteness. 
 
 New Cingular Wireless PCS (Eastern Propane), Oak Ridge Road, Block 

16307; Lot 21.  Conditionally approved. 
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 Sprint Spectrum LP, Verizon Telecom, Larsen Road, Block 11401; Lot 

8.05.  Exempt.  Water Quality management Plan – Not Addressed. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 Copy of the Pequannock Post dated August 2006.  Noted and filed. 
 
 Letter dated August 3, 2006 from ANJEC enclosing two new publications:  

Remediating and Redeveloping Brownfields in New Jersey and Site Plan and 
Subdivision Review – Environmental Analysis.  Noted and filed. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 No one wished to speak. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:20 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Grace R. Davis 
        Secretary 
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