
The Workshop Meeting of the West Milford Township Council was called to order 
by Mayor Joseph DiDonato. 
 
Mayor DiDonato advised that in accordance with Chapter 231, Public Laws of 
1975 of New Jersey, adequate advance notice of this Workshop meeting was 
advertised in the Herald News in its issues of January 23, 2005 and January 30, 
2005; copies were provided to the Suburban Trends, The Record, the Star Ledger, 
and Greenwood Lake News and posted continuously on the bulletin board in the 
main corridor of the Town Hall and on file in the Office of the Township Clerk. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present: Councilmembers Paul Bailey, Joseph Elcavage, William Gervens, Robert  
          Nolan, James Warden, Carmelo Scangarello, and Mayor Joseph DiDonato. 
 
Absent:None. 
 
Also Present:  Township Administrator Richard Kunze, Assistant Township Clerk 
                 Denise M. Loeffel, and Township Attorney Frederick Semrau. 
 
Meetings 
 
Mayor Joseph DiDonato noted the future meeting schedule: 
 
    a. July 19, 2005 - Special Meeting 
    b. August 3, 2005 - Regular Meeting 
    c. August 11, 2005 - Workshop 
 
Presentation 
 
    The Passaic County Director of Economic Development Debbie Hoffman 
presented information on the Passaic County Brownfields Assessment Program 
and grants available for implementation of this program on individual sites. 
 
Public Comments 
 
    Several residents addressed the Council on matters of concern. 
 
Councilman Bailey moved to close the Public Comments portion of the Workshop  
Meeting. 
Moved:  Bailey                            Second:  Elcavage 
Voted Aye:  Bailey, Elcavage, Gervens, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:  None. 
Motion carried. 
 
Council Comments 
 
The Mayor and Members of the Council commented on Government matters. 
 
Action Items 
 



    None. 
 
Items For Discussion 
 
The following items were discussed by the Township Council and Township 
Administrator: 
 
    a. Greenwood Lake Weed Harvesting - Council discussion 
       Councilman Warden moved to take $5,000.00 out of the Tourism Committee 
       2005 budget and pay Mr. DeFeo for his work on the Greenwood Lake Weed 
       Harvesting. 
       Moved:   Warden                Seconded:  Nolan 
       Voted Aye:  Nolan, Warden 
       Voted Nay:Bailey, Elcavage, Gervens, Scangarello. 
       Motion defeated. 
 
    b. Execution of Certificate - Sprint Cell Tower Lease/ Global Signal 
    c. Smart Growth Grant amendment 
    d. Green Acres purchase of Newark Watershed Development Rights 
    e. Request for Intervention on the Stowaway Dam decommissioning 
    f. 2005 Budget - Township Auditor Charles Ferraioli addressed the Council 
          regarding anticipated revenues and explained the affect on the current 
          proposed budget. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
    None. 
 
Township Administrator's Report 
 
    No report. 
 
Mayor's Report 
 
    Mayor DiDonato noted that there will be a ceremony on Saturday, July 16th. at 
the Macopin Firehouse to dedicate the new fire truck to Corporal Brian Parello. 
 
Township Council Reports 
 
The Township Council reported on the following items: 
 
    *  No graft or corruption. 
 
Township Attorney 
 
    A Closed Session is necessary. 
 
Township Clerk's Report 
 
    Tentative Liquor License renewal Resolution to be on the August 3rd. Agenda. 
 
Executive Session 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 



    BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford on 
the 14th. day of July, 2005, that: 
 
       1. Prior to the conclusion of this Workshop Meeting, the Township 
Council shall meet in Executive Session, from which the public shall be excluded, 
to discuss matters as permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 
 
(  )     b.  (1)  Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of 
                  Federal law or State statute or rule of court. 
 
(  )     b.  (2)  A matter in which the release of information would impair a 
                  right to receive funds from the Government of the United 
                  States. 
 
(  )     b.  (3)  Material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted 
                  invasion of individual privacy. 
 
(  )     b.  (4)  A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 
 
(X )     b.  (5)  Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of 
                  banking rates or investment of public funds, where it could 
                  adversely affect the public interest if disclosed. 
 
(  )     b.  (6)  Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety 
        and property of the public, if disclosure could impair such 
                  protection.  Investigation of violations of the law. 
 
(X )     b.  (7)  Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations 
                  other than in subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling 
                  within the attorney-client privilege. 
 
(X )     b.  (8)  Personnel matters. 
(  )     b.  (9)  Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in 
                  penalties. 
 
       2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can 
be disclosed to the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the 
aforesaid matter(s). 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Moved:   Elcavage              Seconded:  Gervens 
Voted Aye:  Bailey, Elcavage, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello, Gervens. 
Voted Nay:None. 
Resolution adopted. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Present: Councilmembers Paul Bailey, Joseph Elcavage, Robert Nolan, James  
          Warden, Carmen Scangarello, and Mayor Joseph DiDonato. 
 
Absent:   None. 
 
Also Present: Township Administrator Richard Kunze, Assistant Township Clerk 
              Denise Loeffel, and Township Attorney Frederick Semrau, Planning 



              Director William Drew and members of the Planning Department staff,  
              Assistant Tax Assessors Gale Barth and Julie Graney and members of  
              the Tax Assessor's Department staff, Construction Official Kurt  
              Wagner and members of the Building Department staff. 
 
Items discussed during the Executive Session were as follows: 
 
          Reduction of Personnel in the Planning Building and Tax Assessor 
              Departments 
          Possible purchase of Sheridan property on Morsetown Road 
          Zozzaro contract 
          Chief of Police separation agreement 
          O'Shea litigation Resolution of settlement 
 
Councilman Nolan noted that he would recuse himself from the meeting during the 
discussion on the O'Shea litigation Resolution of settlement. 
 
Councilman Gervens moved to adjourn the executive session. 
Moved:   Gervens                           Seconded:  Elcavage 
Voted Aye:  Bailey, Elcavage, Gervens, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:  None. 
Executive Session adjourned. 
 
Mayor DiDonato called the Public Portion of this Workshop back to order. 
 
Councilman Elcavage moved to adopt the Resolution in support of the open public 
meeting act: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2005 - 198 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST 
MILFORD 

IN SUPPORT OF THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT 
 
    WHEREAS, New Jersey has a history of commitment to public participation in 
government and to the corresponding need for an informed citizenry, South Jersey 
Publishing Co., Inc. v. N.J. Expressway Auth. 124 N.J. 478, 486-487 (1991);  and 
 
    WHEREAS, the West Milford Township Council supports the State's history to 
such commitment, and specifically the Open Public Meetings act; 
 
    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the 
Township of West Milford that whenever the Township Council excludes the public 
from its meetings in accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b, the Resolution required by 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 will be read aloud in public and memorialized in the meeting 
minutes and will describe the topics discussed in the non-public portion of the 
meeting in as much detail (e.g. identifying the parties to the litigation or negotiation 
discussed) as practicable without compromising the standards set forth in N.J.S.A. 
10:4-12b or the position of the Township;  and 
 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that whenever the Township Council excludes 
the public from its meetings in accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b, it shall use its 
best efforts to make public a version of the minutes, redacted only to the extent 



necessary to protect the public interest, from such meetings no later than eight (8) 
weeks thereafter;  and 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for each element redacted, the public 
version of the closed meeting minutes shall include a statement setting forth, as 
specifically as practical (e.g. the parties to the negotiation or litigation discussed) 
and the reason for the redaction;  and 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Council shall semi-annually 
review the minutes of its closed meetings and determine whether and to what 
extent the public version of those minutes, due to the passage of time or 
intervening events, can be updated to disclose previously redacted material, the 
outcome of 
such reviews being reported by the Township Council in the public portion of its 
meetings;  and 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that while it is understood that no more than 
three elected Township officials of the Township may meet or congregate to 
discuss Township business, the Council will avoid having four or more members 
congregating in a room in Town Hall other than the meeting room immediately 
prior to public meetings;  and 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that those minutes released to the public shall 
be posted on the Township's official website and maintained in book form in the 
Township Clerk's Office and if possible, the West Milford Public Library. 
 
    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be presented for 
consideration at the January 2006 reorganization meeting of the Township 
Council. 
 
Adopted: July 14, 2005 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
Moved:  Elcavage                        Seconded:  Warden 
Voted Aye:   Bailey, Elcavage, Gervens, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:  None. 
Resolution adopted. 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Adjournment 
 
Councilman Bailey moved to adjourn the Workshop meeting at 11:15 p.m. 
Moved:  Bailey                          Seconded:  Gervens 
Voted Aye:   Bailey, Elcavage, Gervens, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:  None. 
Meeting adjourned. 
                                           _________________________________ 
                                           MAYOR JOSEPH DIDONATO 
                                           PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
                                           _______________________ 
                                           DENISE M. LOEFFEL 

                                               ASSISTANT TOWNSHIP CLERK 


