
Township of West Milford 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  

MINUTES 

DECEMBER 9, 2013 
 

The December 9, 2013 regular meeting of the Township of West Milford Environmental Commission was called to 
order at 7:30p.m. with a reading of the Legal Notice.  

ROLL CALL:   Present:  Andrew Abdul, Timothy Dalton, Gary Oppenheimer (7:38) Douglas Ott, Thomas 
Tamayne, Don Weise, Alternates Jennifer Easterbrook & Lucas Slott, Chairman Stephen 
Sangle.  
Absent:  None.  

  Also Present:  Ron Farr.   

Chairman Stephen Sangle advised that a quorum was present to conduct this meeting.   
 
PRESENTATIONS – None. 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW – None. 
 
GRANT MANAGEMENT AND STATUS REVIEW 

2007 GWL NPS 319(h) Grant:  Chairman Sangle read an email memo from Dr. Fred Lubnow on the status of 
the completed stormwater projects and advised that he would plan to attend the January 2014 Environmental 
Commission meeting. 

Chairman Stephen Sangle then advised that he wished to change the order of the agenda to allow Renee Allessio, 
Chairperson of the Green Team (a subcommittee of the Environmental Commission) to address the Commission 
on several matters. 

Green Team–Sustainable Jersey:  Renee Allessio reported that the Green Team was attempting to apply for a 
$2000. Sustainable Jersey grant for anti idling signs and education.  She provided a draft resolution for the 
Commission to review and to make recommendation to the Township Council for approval to submit the grant 
application.  She expressed frustration that they have not received grant monies in spite of their efforts.  She 
advised the Environmental Commission that they need to become re-certified in order to participate in the 
Sustainable Jersey program and a pre-requisite is the re-establishment of the Green Team by resolution.  
Chairman Sangle noted that the Township Council had already made the Green Team a part of the Environmental 
Commission, and Ms. Allessio responded that the Sustainable Jersey program requires a re-affirmation of the 
Green Team.  She read a draft resolution that she had prepared for anti idling education that would be used for 
the $2000. grant application.  A motion was made by Chairman Stephen Sangle, as the Green Team, to request 
the Township Council to review and approve the draft resolution for the grant application for a Sustainable Jersey 
$2000. grant, with a second by Tim Dalton.  The motion was approved unanimously by the Commission.  Ms. 
Allessio stressed that the Township is currently certified, and we will need to submit re-certification documents by 
June 2014.  With regard to the grant application, Luke Slott inquired what the funds would be used for if the 
Township is awarded the grant, and Ms. Allessio responded that the funds would mainly be used for signage; a 
draft map of the locations for the signs has been prepared by Tim Dalton.  She noted that as a County Health 
employee, her department has been canvassing area businesses and have received cooperation from several larger 
businesses to install anti-idling signs.  

Chairman Sangle requested that the new agendas be revised to state “Green Team – Sustainable Subcommittee” 

NJDEP Green Comm. $3000.00 Grant for Community Forestry Management Plan:  Ron Farr, 
Forestry Consultant for the Township, reported that the Forestry Committee had met prior to the Environmental 
Commission meeting and they reviewed pertinent information required for the grant project.  He will be in 
contact with the Commission’s Secretary to coordinate the contact information.      

NJDEP NNL Reforestation Grant  - $620,197.00:  Ron Farr reported that he had received a copy of the 
reforestation grant from the State of NJ, and he will be preparing an RFP so that some of the trees can get planted 
in the Spring.  Doug Ott commented that the Township Clerk’s office will coordinate the RFP’s, and Thomas 
Tamayne suggested that the bidders list include local contractors.  The Commission discussed the insurance 
requirements that are part of public contract bids, and it was noted by Gary Oppenheimer that a small business 
contractor may not be aware of the regulations.  Mr. Farr noted that he had already been contacted by a contractor 
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in Sparta, as well as the NJ Tree Foundation.  Chairman Sangle recommended using the Dodge Report for 
contractors, and advised that with an RFP, it will be the Commission’s decision on who they ultimately choose 
based on different factors.     

Recreational Trails Signage Grant:  Chairman Sangle advised that it was his understanding that this grant 
project was completed.  Don Weise commented that it was fortunate that the Commission was able to get the trails 
grants when we did, noting that the 2013 grants were being held.  He briefly discussed the Long Pond Bridge and 
efforts to get it repaired, stating that the preservationists want an historic facsimile of the bridge but the funding 
was not available. 

2006 (Repurposed) Recreational Trails Grant for Environmental Boardwalk:  Chairman Sangle 
advised the Commission that the path to the Environmental Boardwalk had been paved, signs for ADA parking 
had been installed, and he commended Bob Jonas for all the work that he had done to get this project completed 
in a limited amount of time.      

2010 ANJEC Smart Growth Planning Grant-Trails Master Plan:  Douglas Ott advised that Tim Dalton 
and Don Weise were working on trails master plan data, and Luke Slott had edited it for more trails, with the 
information passed on to Joanna Slagle for incorporation into the document.  He also noted that Kerry Miller of 
ANJEC was being kept informed of the progress.  Tim Dalton commented that a meeting was needed to compile 
the remainder of the information.  The Commission discussed the descriptions to be included in the plan 
including degree of difficulty and blazing.  Chairman Sangle commented that it would be a great tool to use in 
future planning efforts and grant applications, as well as identifying the trails that were accessible.  Mr. Dalton 
will schedule a meeting with Ms. Slagle to determine what information will be used with the GIS overlays.  
Chairman Sangle observed that it was disappointing that the current Township Administrator was resigning since 
the Open Space Committee/Environmental Commission had established a good rapport with her on open space 
matters and they will have to begin again with another administrator to get him familiar with the open space 
properties.  Mr. Dalton advised the Commission that there were about 70 trails in the Trails Master Plan database, 
and Mr. Weise noted that the trails were an average of 2 to 3 miles in length, representing over 200 miles of trails. 
Gary Oppenheimer inquired whether two trails off of Gould Road were included and requested a review of the 
map with Mr. Dalton.           

ON GOING BUSINESS 

Lakes Committee:  Andy Abdul distributed minutes from the Lakes Committee November 2013 meeting and 
advised that there would be no meeting in December.  He reported that Allied Biological made a presentation on 
lake weed control and management at the meeting.  Doris Aaronson commented that Allied Biological has been 
handling Pinecliff Lake and many lakes in West Milford for over 30 years.  Chairman Sangle noted that in the past 
he was responsible for weed control in Pinecliff Lake and had received training from the Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension, adding that his main focus was more on algae than weeds at the time.    

Open Space Committee:  Chairman Sangle reported that the Open Space Committee may have to wait until a 
new administrator is hired before moving forward with any property recommendations.  It was noted that an 
interim administrator will be available until a permanent replacement is secured.  

Environmental Contamination Issues: Tom Tamayne reported that the Health Officer was having 
documents scanned and sent to him that contain information about contaminated sites.  The Commission’s 
Secretary generally receives the same information as the Health Dept. and can provide copies of the documents 
upon request.   

Tennessee Gas Pipeline:  Luke Slott reported that Ron Farr is working with a group that will be re-planting the 
TGP pipeline in Sussex County.  Don Weise inquired whether work was still going on, and noted that he often sees 
construction trucks at Skylands Manor.  Mr. Slott commented that he believes they are working in Mahwah, NJ.  
Mr. Oppenheimer advised that he had contact information and would reach out to TGP to request a status of the 
project.  Chairman Sangle requested that he invite one of their representatives to attend a Commission meeting to 
provide an update.   

NEW OR CURRENT BUSINESS 

ANJEC Environmental Congress:  Tim Dalton attended the ANJEC Environmental Congress in October and 
reported that he attended a session on mapping and one on stormwater management, and both workshops were 
very informative.  With the stormwater workshop, the facilitator encouraged good stormwater management 
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practices with development applications, and stressed that environmental commissions should get involved with 
stormwater measures on the local level.  Mr. Dalton advised that he would pass on the information he received to 
the Commission and recommended that other members consider attending these types of workshops.  Chairman 
Sangle noted that when the Township hires a permanent DPW/Public Works Director, it would be wise to meet 
with him and review the work that has been accomplished over the years by the Environmental Commission with 
regard to stormwater control and its effects on lakes.  Mr. Tamayne suggested that the Commission schedule a 
meeting annually to review the grant projects the Commission/Township is involved with.    

MINUTES 

The Minutes of September 9, 2013 Regular Meeting of the West Milford Environmental Commission were 
approved on a motion by Tim Dalton and a second by Douglas Ott. 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED – The following was reviewed by the Commission: 

Highlands Water Protection And Planning Act Correspondence   

1.  Application submitted to the NJDEP for a Highlands Preservation Area Approval with Health and Safety 
Waiver for Village on Ridge Water System Improvements submitted by Boswell Engineering, dated November 7, 
2013.   

2.  Notification from the NJDEP advising that the Highlands Exemption issued on September 13, 2007 for Verizon 
Wireless, Block 16901; Lot 2, 3520 Route 23 regarding the collocation on an existing telecommunications tower, 
with proposed construction of an equipment shelter, fencing and a GPS unit, continues to be valid following 
review of the minor alterations to the original plan.  

3.  Highlands Exemption #2, WQMP – Consistency Determination dated December 3, 2013 received for Vitale – 
John Vitale, 1060 Westbrook Road, Block 5010; Lot 1 regarding the removal of an existing s.f. residence and the 
construction of a 5-bedroom s.f. residence on 11.545 acres. 

NJ Department of Environmental Protection Correspondence                    

1.  TWA Permit Application notification received November 12, 2013 from MAP Engineering regarding 240 Long 
House Drive, Block 2202, Lot 5.01, for the repair of a malfunctioning septic system. 

2.  Comment Letter from the NJDEP, dated November 18, 2013 regarding 2 and 4 Belford Drive, with regard to 
UGST and potable wells, requesting additional information. 

3.  No Further Action Letter received from the NJDEP, dated September 26, 2013 received for 11 Forge Road, 
Block 4012; Lot 3.02 with regard to the removal of a 550 Gal UGST. 

4.  No Further Action Letter received from the NJDEP, dated November 4, 2013 received for 17 Landing Road, 
Block 2701; Lot 4 with regard to the removal of a 275 Gal AGST. 

5. No Further Action Letter received from the NJDEP, dated November 25, 2013 received for 80 Larchmont Drive, 
Block 407; Lot 5 with regard to the removal of a 550 Gal UGST. 

6.  No Further Action Letter received from the NJDEP, dated November 15, 2013 received for 609 Snake Den 
Road, Block 11101; Lot 22 with regard to the removal of a 1000 Gal UGST. 

7.  Notice received December 6, 2013 from the NJDEP) regarding the Final Surface Water Renewal Permit Action 
for Category A – Sanitary Wastewater for the Awosting STP permitting the MUA to discharge a NJPDES 
permitted flow of 0.065 million gallons per day of treated and disinfected wastewater into the Wanaque River, 
classified as FW2-TM (C1) water.   

Miscellaneous Correspondence  

1.  Braemar at West Milford – Aquifer Testing Plan Report from M2 Associates, dated November 27, 2013. 

2.  HEPSCD Re-Certification confirmation of soil erosion and sediment control plans following review of plans 
dated 09-25-13, certified through June 30, 2015. 

3.   Rutgers Environmental Stewards Training Program 2014 Courses available through ANJEC website.  

4.  The Pequannock Post – Volume 18, Issue 6, December 2013.  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS – Doris Aaronson, Bearfort Road – Ms Aaronson advised that she had been in contact 
with an assistant with the Passaic River Coalition and she was informed that certain DEP funds had been diverted 
to Sandy recovery efforts. 

With regard to contaminated sites in West Milford, she noted that she had been a member of the environmental 
contamination committee – UGST Committee, and noted that there were numerous contamination issues in the 
past, but she stated that the Township purchased the properties rather than have them remediated.  She advised 
that one of the Health Dept. Inspectors oversaw the spills and may have a file with a list of the contaminated sites. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to come before the Commission, the December 9, 2013 meeting was adjourned at 8:34 
p.m. on a motion by Tim Dalton and a second by Luke Slott. 

Approved:  March 3, 2014 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tonya E. Cubby, Secretary 
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