
 
 

Township of West Milford 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  

MINUTES 

November 4, 2019 

 

The November 4, 2019 Regular Meeting of the Township of West Milford Environmental 
Commission was called to order at 7:05 pm with a reading of the Legal Notice.   

ROLL CALL   

Present:  David Ofshinsky, Douglas Ott, James Rogers, Chairman Stephen Sangle, Clinton 
    Smith (Alt#1).       
Absent:    Tim Dalton, Thomas Tamayne, Don Weise, Douglas Trainor (Alt #2).   

Chairman Stephen Sangle requested Clint Smith to sit in for one of the absent members and 
advised that there was a quorum to hold this meeting.   
 
PRESENTATIONS – None. 
 
APPLICATIONS 

JOANNE & RAY WARD 
Bulk Variance #ZB-08-19-16 
Block 4002; Lot 7 
234 Long Pond Road; LR Zone 
Seeking:  Bulk Variance approval for the prior construction of a garage and deck with roof 
encroaching on property that is not owned by the applicant, with a rear yard setback 
requirement of 60 ft, and 1 ft is  proposed, a side yard setback where 30 ft is required and 2.1 ft 
is proposed, and an attached garage where 30 ft is required and 1.9 ft is proposed. 

Following a review of the application for Joanne and Ray Ward, the Commission advised that 
there did not appear to be any environmental concerns based on the information provided with 
the application.    
   
ON GOING BUSINESS 

Shade Tree Committee / Community Forestry Mgt. Plan / NNL Forestry Grant 
Project:  Tim Dalton was absent and no report was available.     

Greenwood Lake Bi-State Commission:  Clint Smith advised that the GWLC was 
involved in the process of collecting information for identification of docks around Greenwood 
Lake as a safety measure for the police and fire departments.    

Lakes Committee:  Jim Rogers reported on the HAB (Harmful Algae Bloom) forum held on 
October 21, 2019, noting that the presenters from the Highlands Coalition environmental 
group had spoken at two prior meetings held on this matter.  Mr. Rogers referred to a recent 
newspaper article in The Record regarding the HAB issue and the NJDEP requirement for 
compliance with regard to the use of water bodies affected by the HAB.  Chairman Sangle 
observed that, from his experience with Pinecliff Lake, there were different trigger points for 
the levels of harmful algae that may be present in water.       

Mr. Rogers reported that the Lakes Committee completed a review of the proposed Short Term 
Rental Ordinance and they drafted a letter to the Mayor and Township Council requesting 
revisions to the ordinance which included mandatory septic inspections, fire inspections, 
imposing a limit on maximum occupancy, requiring liability insurance, and minimum rental of 
5 days.  He noted that the Lakes Committee had numerous concerns about the ordinance for 
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their respective lake communities.  The introduced ordinance, as well as the Lakes Committee 
comments, will be reviewed by the Planning Board before the second reading and public 
hearing by the Governing Body in December.   

Open Space Committee:  Don Weise was absent and no report was available. 

Environmental Contamination Issues:  Tom Tamayne reviewed the environmental 
contamination issues and provided a report for the Commission via email.     

Belchers Creek Testing Project:  ANJEC 2019 OSS Grant Project:   Jim Rogers 
reviewed the progress report that was submitted to ANJEC at the end of October for the 2019 
OSS grant project.  He noted that a used boat and equipment was purchased for $900. which 
will be used for access along Belchers Creek for various assessments and water sampling.  He 
observed that the boat, although used, was in great condition, and very simple to operate.  
Chairman Sangle noted that he has been keeping the battery charged.  With regard to a new 
testing kit for Belchers Creek water sampling, Chairman Sangle reported that the cost may be 
in excess of $500.  Mr. Rogers reviewed the contents of the grant package and the anticipated 
expenses for equipment.  He emphasized that one of the prime objectives of the grant is to 
promote the work of the Environmental Commission, and he felt that this project has 
accomplished the objective.  With regard to volunteer hours, Mr. Rogers reported that 80 
hours are required, with at least 50 hours accumulated, to date.  He noted that Liz Ritter of 
ANJEC sent an email to acknowledge the progress on this grant project.       

Green Team–Sustainability Committee:  No report was available at this time.   
      
NEW OR CURRENT BUSINESS 

Environmental Boardwalk on Maple Road – Chairman Sangle reported that after the 
DPW was contacted about the amount of overgrowth at the Environmental Boardwalk site, 
they proceeded to clear out much of the brush and vegetation that was overgrown on the 
walkway.  He advised that he has requested Tom Tamayne to be involved in monitoring the 
Environmental Boardwalk since he lives in the neighborhood.  Chairman Sangle noted that 
there did not appear to be any recent beaver activity at the site.  He observed that the cattails 
had grown so tall that the visibility is limited at the site.  He further reported that the road 
going into the site is overgrown.  With regard to the boardwalk itself, about 10 boards need to 
be replaced, and he believed that the DPW had additional boards for replacement.  He did 
observe that the site was in need of better signage to identify the boardwalk. .  The DPW may 
have a sign machine and may be able to make a colorful sign to identify the site from the road.  
Chairman Sangle advised that if Tom Tamayne monitors the boardwalk site in the winter, the 
boards can be replaced/repaired in the Spring.  Jim Rogers suggested that the Messenger 
newspaper be contacted after the site is cleaned up as a way to advertise the site.  Chairman 
Sangle commented that lines were painted a number of years ago for a walkway so that 
children could visit from the schools in the area, and suggested that this could be another 
Spring project.  He commended the DPW for responding so quickly in cleaning up the site.  He 
suggested that he may submit a thank you to be published in the local newspapers for the work 
that the DPW accomplished at the Environmental Boardwalk.  He also wanted to acknowledge 
Councilman McGuiness for permitting the Commission to store the boat and equipment on his 
property for easy access to Belchers Creek.  Clint Smith commented that there weren’t any 
benches at the Environmental Boardwalk, and Chairman Sangle suggested that this may be a 
project for the local scouts.  Doug Ott commented that he will follow up with a local 
scoutmaster to suggest this as a potential project.                

HAB (Harmful Algae Bloom) Science Forum – See above for a report from Jim Rogers 
on this matter.   

Pinecliff Lake – Lake Lowering – Chairman Sangle reported that Pinecliff Lake had been 
in the process of lowering since October 15, 2019.  He and Jim Rogers suggested that testing 
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after the lake lowering resulted in reduced readings for phosphates and nitrates, and it may be 
a result of the extra water that was flowing down the creek during the lowering cycle.  They will 
test before the temperatures drop too low, perhaps in December, if the weather moderates.  
Chairman Sangle observed that he detected a major silt deposit on the lower end of Belchers 
Creek, but he emphasized that the creek is an asset and quite picturesque as evidenced by his 
excursions along the creek.     
 
MINUTES 

The minutes from the September 9, 2019 regular meeting of the W.M. Environmental 
Commission were approved on a motion by Jim Rogers with a second by Douglas Ott. 
 
The Commission reviewed the following correspondence items:   

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 

Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act Correspondence 
1. None. 

NJ Department of Environmental Protection Correspondence     

1. Notification dated 10/09/19 received from Sovereign Consulting Inc. regarding the filing of 
a Classification Exception Area for the Shell Service Station, 2731 Route 23, Block 14604; Lot 1, 
NJDEP Case # 95-03-31-1421. 

2.  Notification from the NJDEP, dated October 16, 2019, regarding 43 Rockburn Pass, Block 
5001; Lot 1, NJDEP Incident #720519, advising that an inspection was conducted on 
September 20, 2019 and it appears that freshwater wetlands and freshwater wetlands 
transition areas exist on or adjacent to the site where alleged recent filling activities have 
occurred.  A site meeting with NJDEP personnel was required.   

3. Correspondence dated October 22, 2019 to Pat Gilroy and James Schaffer, received from 
the NJDEP Division of Dam Safety regarding Iona Grove Dam, NJ Dam File No. 22-144, 
advising that the dam report submitted by the owner’s engineer found the dam to be in Fair 
condition, and the implementation of general maintenance/repairs not requiring Division 
approval may commence. 

4. Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification dated October 25, 2019 received 
from the NJDEP, regarding 16 Jefferson Street, Block 16002; Lot 4, with respect to the 
removal of one 550 gallon UST, with clean up pending. 

5. Notice from Houser Engineering LLC, dated October 25, 2019, advising of a Treatment 
Works Approval (TWA) Application to be submitted for the YMCA of Montclair, 131 
Germantown Road, Block 14108; Lot 6 for the construction of an On-Site Wastewater 
Treatment System alteration.   

6. Notice from Houser Engineering LLC, dated October 23, 2019, advising that an application 
was being submitted for a Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit for the alteration to an existing 
septic system located within a Floodway for 37 Madelyn Avenue, Block 6604; Lot 1.        

Miscellaneous Correspondence   

1. NJ Tree Foundation announces “Right Tree – Right Place Seminar”, Cherry Hill, NJ, 
December 6, 2019, 8 am -12 pm.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Brian Pinke, the new Passaic County Ambassador for Watershed 
Management Area 3 for 2019-2020 was present to introduce himself and provide some 
information on the work that he will be involved with in the coming year.  He noted that he is 
available to provide presentations and become involved in projects related to the watershed 
environment.  Some of the presentations or workshops that he is able to provide include rain 
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barrel workshops, tree planting, water body assessments, evaluations of the habitat, etc.  
Chairman Sangle suggested that he could accompany one of the Commissioners on an 
excursion on Belchers Creek and perhaps assist with the water sampling.  Mr. Pinke 
commented that the NJDEP determines the sites that they are to conduct studies on.  
Chairman Sangle suggested that in the Spring he can test for invertebrates while the 
Commission continues with their ongoing testing of nitrates and phosphates at Belchers Creek.  
Chairman Sangle observed that the issue with the watershed ambassador program is the 
limited time they have to complete the work that is required or needed, but the Commission 
would be grateful for any assistance that he can provide.   

David Hardin, 81 Barnegat Road, was present to provide comment on the Environmental 
Impact Statement that was submitted to the Board of Adjustment and Environmental 
Commission for review regarding the proposed Green Meadow Organics (Burnt Meadow 
Road) application for an expansion of the existing recycling facility.  He observed that he 
detected errors and inaccuracies in the report.  Chairman Sangle suggested that he provide his 
comments at a Board of Adjustment meeting, and noted that it was not within the purview of 
the Environmental Commission to interfere with the application, nor to comment on the 
expertise of the professionals who prepared or submitted the documents.   
              
ADJOURNMENT  

With no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, the November 4, 
2019 regular meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. on a motion by Chairman Stephen Sangle 
and a second by Douglas Ott.  

Approved:  January 6, 2020            
             
            Respectfully submitted by  
     
         
            Tonya E. Cubby, Secretary   
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