
Township of West Milford 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  

MINUTES 

November 3, 2014 
 

The November 3, 2014 Regular Meeting of the Township of West Milford Environmental Commission was 
called to order at 7:30 p.m. with a reading of the Legal Notice.   

ROLL CALL   
Present: Andrew Abdul, Tim Dalton, Gary Oppenheimer, Douglas Ott, Alternate #1 Jennifer 

Easterbrook, Alternate #2 Lucas Slott.  
Absent:    Thomas Tamayne, Don Weise, Chairman Stephen Sangle.  
Also Present: Robert Jonas, Clinton Smith, Dave Ofshinsky, Paul Sullivan 

Chairman Stephen Sangle was excused from attending the meeting – Commissioner Douglas Ott presided 
over the meeting.  Luke Slott and Jennifer Easterbrook were requested to sit in for the absent 
Commissioners.  Mr. Ott advised that a quorum was present to conduct this meeting.   
   
PRESENTATIONS - None. 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW - None. 

    
GRANT MANAGEMENT AND STATUS REVIEW 

2007 GWL NPS 319(h) Grant:  Acting Chairman Ott advised that the 319(h) Final Grant Report was 
available for review in the Planning Office. 

NJDEP Green Comm. $3000.00 Grant for Community Forestry Management Plan:  Mr. Ott 
reported that Ron Farr was ill and could not be present for this meeting to provide an update on this 
project.  A revised final copy of the CFMP needs to be approved by Township Administration and 
submitted to the State for review and approval.     

NJDEP NNL Reforestation Grant  - $620,197.00:  Ron Farr, consultant, was not present and no 
update was available at this time. 
 
ON GOING BUSINESS 

Lakes Committee:  Andy Abdul reported that he did not have a copy of the recent Lakes Committee 
minutes.    

Greenwood Lake Commission:  Mr. Abdul advised that the GWL Commission discussed various lake 
issues and routine business at a recent meeting.   

Open Space Committee:  Acting Chairman Ott reported that the Weaver Road open space property 
acquisition is in progress. 

Bob Jonas reported on a concern regarding invasive weed species on open space properties.  He advised 
that the NY/NJ Trail Conference have a staff member who specializes in invasive species, and he 
suggested that the Environmental Commission invite her to give a presentation.  Jennifer Easterbrook 
noted that the Sustainability Subcommittee/Green Team was having a presentation on invasive species, 
noting that this NY/NJ Trail Conference staff member is a member of the invasive species “strike team.”  
The Commission discussed invasive species removal and acknowledged that training was necessary for all 
volunteers who would be involved with removal of the weeds.  Mr. Jonas observed that fragmites have 
been replacing the cattails, but the purple loosestrife is being attacked by the weevil that has been 
introduced as a control measure, although it may take several years to be effective.  He also reported about 
another weed that is growing along the roadside that is toxic and has needles, so it must be handled with 
care. 

Environmental Contamination Issues:  No report at this time. 

Green Team–Sustainable Subcommittee:  Jennifer Easterbrook, Green Team/Sustainability 
Subcommittee Chair reported that the Autumn Lights Festival was a successful event for them.  All of the 
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tote bags and brochures that they had printed with the Sustainable Jersey grant had been disseminated.  
With regard to the Sustainable Jersey program, Bronze Certification was achieved, but to increase to the 
Silver Certification level, the “Sustainable Land Use Pledge” or other priority item must be completed.  Ms. 
Easterbrook reported that she would be attending the Sustainable Jersey luncheon in Atlantic City in 
November to receive the Bronze Certification recognition for the Township.  With regard to upcoming 
grant opportunities, Ms. Easterbrook noted that the Green Team would be working on preparing several 
projects so they will be grant ready when funding is announced.  Luke Slott commented that Sustainable 
West Milford works with a grant writer and he will look into getting some assistance with coordinating 
grant projects.  Andy Abdul inquired how West Milford compared to other municipalities with regard to 
the Sustainable Jersey certification, and Ms. Easterbrook responded that the program required a large 
commitment with many hours devoted to achieving and providing evidence for the certification levels.  As 
to the number of municipalities that achieved Silver Certification for this period, she thought it was 
around 30.  Gary Oppenheimer observed that many municipalities have more to work with, such as urban 
areas that need numerous initiatives to become sustainable communities.  He added that West Milford is 
already at a level of sustainability that most towns want to achieve.  Ms. Easterbrook also noted that many 
municipalities reach a certain level and stop, but West Milford is attempting to attain a higher status.  
With regard to rural municipalities, the Commissioners agreed that there were not many that were similar 
to West Milford.  Ms. Easterbrook reported that someone from Vernon approached her seeking guidance 
with the Sustainable Jersey program.  The Green Team/Sustainability Subcommittee will continue to 
pursue options that will bring the Township closer to the next level of certification.  A signed and sealed 
Township resolution was provided to Ms. Easterbrook as documentation of the Township’s acceptance of 
the Trails Master Plan.       

Beaver Dam at Environmental Boardwalk:  Bob Jonas reported on all the work that he had 
undertaken at the Environmental Boardwalk with regard to installing a beaver baffle device.  He explained 
that 4 pipes had been installed, extending about 20 feet, with two cages in 4 feet of water, at a cost of 
approximately $300.  He distributed photos to the Commission.  He noted that this device may work, and 
that it seems to be discouraging the beavers from rebuilding the dams, adding that the water level is still 
12 inches at the lowest point.     
 
NEW OR CURRENT BUSINESS 

2014 Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award Nominations:  No update at this time. 

NJ Shade Tree Conference:  Tim Dalton reported that he and the Township’s Recycling Coordinator 
recently attended the Core Training at the Annual Shade Tree Conference, noting that it was a very intense 
5-session course, essentially attempting, through the course, to limit a municipality’s liability and risk 
from trees and tree damage.  He reviewed the steps for certification, noting that the Township must have 
their Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP) approved by the State, which is in progress at this 
time.  With regard to the CFMP, Mr. Dalton commented that following a review of the document, he 
identified quite a number of typos that must be corrected before submission.  Mr. Dalton reported that an 
annual report would be required to be filed each year from the Township to the Shade Tree Commission.  
The training provided extensive information about trees that are damaged or diseased, as well as effective 
pruning techniques.  With regard to the CFMP, activities included in the plan should be addressed to 
indicate that the Township is implementing the plan, but an inventory of the trees, inspection on a regular 
basis, and classification of the trees, as well as a management plan is required with the CFMP.  He noted 
that although the Township must file an annual report, the NJ Shade Tree Federation encouraged 
municipalities to have Shade Tree Commissions.  Mr. Dalton reviewed several legal issues that may be 
addressed with community forestry plans, including hazardous trees, response to trees that fail, and storm 
assessment.  He received a DVD complete with information and will provide literature that the 
Commission’s secretary can put on the website.  He also indicated that he wanted to meet with several 
Environmental Commissioners to follow up on the required elements of the program, and that it was a 
commitment that he was prepared to see through.           
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Autumn Lights Festival:  Jennifer Easterbrook reported that the Alf event went very well for 2014, and 
the plan is to create activities more in line with a Green Fest for 2015.  Tim Dalton commented that he had 
spoken to Doris Aaronson about using a certain section of Pinecliff Lake property for a larger Green Fest.    

Miscellaneous:  Andy Abdul observed that the Tennessee Gas Pipeline had planted numerous trees on 
the pipeline, and the Commissioners discussed the types of trees planted, mainly those with shallow root 
systems. 

Luke Slott commented about the recent Township resolution regarding expansion of a bear hunting 
season, as well as other bear management practices to address issues with increased bear encounters in 
the Township.  He stated that he had information to indicate there actually was a 20% decline in bear 
encounters. 

Acting Chairman Doug Ott commented about the recent Tilcon purchase of the Reflections Lakes property 
on Union Valley Road, and wondered if they intend to use it as a sand pit.  Gary Oppenheimer recalled 
some information about their requirement to remediate property in Riverdale, and it may have been 
purchased as a remedial mitigation site.   
 
MINUTES 

The Minutes for July 7, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting were unanimously approved on a 
motion by Luke Slott, with a second by Gary Oppenheimer.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 

The following correspondence was reviewed by the Environmental Commission, with no comments, and 
filed: 

Highlands Water Protection And Planning Act Correspondence 

None. 

NJ Department Of Environmental Protection Correspondence                    

1. Remedial Action Outcome report received from Kleinfelder, dated 10/09/14, regarding the former Exxon 
Station at 4 Marshall Hill Road, Block 5701; Lot 3, advising that the remediation has been completed in 
compliance with the Administrative Requirements for the Remediation of Contaminated Sites per N.J.A.C. 
7:26C.  Remediation includes Site Investigation, Remedial Investigation and Remedial Action per N.J.A.C. 
7:26E.  This remediation does not pertain to the following:  Building Interiors, Known Onsite Contamination 
Source Not Yet Remediated, Ground Water Contamination Not Yet Investigated. 

2. Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit and Freshwater Wetlands G.P. #10A Application, dated October 1, 
2014, received from Maser Consulting for the County of Passaic, NJ, regarding the Marshall Hill Road Culvert 
No. 1600-282 and the reconstruction of the Marshall Hill Road Bridge over the Tributary to Belchers Creek.     

Miscellaneous Correspondence Received/Sent 

1.  Notification from Maser Consulting, dated October 13, 2014, advising that aquifer testing for the 
Pequannock River Basin including proposed Lots 7, 8, 9, 10 in Block 10001 was scheduled to begin on October 
15, 2014, dependent on weather conditions.   

2.  Notice from the Borough of Wanaque, dated October 7, 2014, advising of an Ordinance Clarifying The 
Redevelopment Plan Established In Ordinance #5-0-14 Creating The Fourth Avenue Residential Overlay Zone 
(FAR) Consistent With The Fourth Avenue Redevelopment Plan So As To Provide Herein Plan Clarifications.   

3.  Notice from the Borough of Bloomingdale, dated October 9, 2014, advising of an application by Cybelle 
Guerrero, for a preliminary and final minor subdivision, preliminary and final site plan, and bulk variance on 
property known as Block 3007, Lots 17, 20 & 22, or 291 Macopin Road, to combine three lots into two lots for 
the construction of one single family dwelling on one lot in the R-20 and M-1 Zones in a Restricted Slope Area.  
Hearing to be conducted on October 23, 2014 at 7:30 at the Bloomingdale Borough Hall.   
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4.   Notice from the City of Paterson and Borough of Woodland Park regarding a meeting on October 16, 2014 
regarding the proposed closing of three reservoirs by the Passaic Valley Water Commission. 

5.  Notice from the Passaic County Planning Department regarding upcoming meetings at various Passaic 
County locations to review and discuss the Passaic County Heritage Tourism Plan.  Meetings include October 
20, 2014 in Paterson, October 21, 2014 in West Milford, October 29, 2014 in Little Falls, and November 6, 2014 
in Pompton Lakes.  RSVP to giancarlod@passaiccountynj.org.   

7.  ANJEC Report – Autumn 2014. 

8.  ANJEC – Open Space Awareness Month notification; Open Space is a Good Investment. 

9.  Jefferson Township Highlands Master Plan – Environmental Resource Inventory August 2013 – approved 
October 14, 2014. 

10.  Notice from the City of Paterson regarding the adoption on September 23, 2014 of Ordinance #14-046 
Adopting a Redevelopment Plan Modifying the Current Redevelopment Plan for Area #11 - Neighborhood 
Redevelopment Area in the City of Paterson, Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 – for the purpose of considering 
St. Joseph’s Hospital Redevelopment Plan, dated August 2014, for a medical office/medical school building at 
770 Main St., and a hospital facility and proposed hotel/conference center at 703 and 683-735 Main St., 503-
553 Straight St., and 39 and 41 Getty Ave.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Paul Sullivan, the Passaic County Representative for the Greenwood Lake 
Commission, introduced himself to the Environmental Commission, advising that he would plan to attend 
some of the Commission’s meetings.  With regard to testing on Belcher’s Creek, he noted that the GWL 
Commission had some financing problems, but they intend to address issues that may be emanating from 
the Belcher Creek area.  He noted that although he could not write the grant since he was naïve about the 
entire process, he was interested in partnering with the Environmental Commission to test Belcher’s Creek 
so that the problem areas can be identified and an action plan prepared to address the issues.  Mr. Slott 
inquired whether whoever is responsible for operating the dam be the ones to test the site.  Mr. Ott 
advised that the Township had a grant writer several years prior who prepared a grant for a fecal coliform 
study.  The funds included training and certifying a volunteer to collect samples every few weeks from 
spring to fall along the Belchers Creek corridor, including after heavy rain events.  But following the 
testing, the proverbial “smoking gun” was never located.  The township no longer employs a grant writer, 
so the Commission is in the same position as the Greenwood Lake Commission.  Mr. Sullivan noted that 
the DEC money must be dedicated to New York portion of Greenwood Lake, and the DEP funds must be 
applied to the New Jersey portions of the lake.  Commissioner Tim Dalton commented that he wanted to 
see a program formulated.  The commission discussed several locations that were thought to be the source 
of excess nitrates and phosphorous on the Creek, including a broken pipe by the diner, which had been 
repaired, and the M.U.A. plant, which was tested and does not appear to be the main culprit.  Mr. Ott 
observed that most of the grant funds went to the testing.  Mr. Dalton expressed his desire to develop a 
plan and prepare a grant for funding.  Mr. Ott recalled that the tests were approximately $500. per test for 
fecal coliform.  Andy Abdul stated that testing for nitrates and phosphates test kits are approximately  
$200.  The Commission discussed other sources that may be a factor in the contaminants, but it was noted 
that the point source grants were not readily available from the NJDEP, and Princeton Hydro was 
researching funding for non-point source pollution projects to complete projects that had been completed 
during the past decade.      
 
ADJOURNMENT  
With no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, the November 3, 2014 meeting 
was adjourned at 8:49 p.m. on a motion by Tim Dalton and a second by Andy Abdul. 

Approved:  May 4, 2015   
             Respectfully submitted,   
              
             Tonya E. Cubby, Secretary 
Environment\Minutes\2014\11-03-14  


