
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 
PLANNING BOARD  

 
MINUTES 

 
JANUARY 3, 2002 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 
The Chairman, Michael Tfank, called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Legal notice 
read. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Paul Donoghue, Robert Moshman, James O’Bryant, Edward Orthouse, 

George Spence, Robert Szuszkowski, Kurt Wagner.  Chairman:  Michael 
Tfank.  Planning Director:  William Drew, P.P.   

 
Absent: Andrew Tynan.  Alternate:  Rich Stecher.  Planning Board Engineer:  

Robert Kirkpatrick. 
 
Ada Erik, the new alternate member, was present, but could not be sworn in, as no 
attorney was present. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION  
 
Martin O’Shea inquired if the Board was going to ask George Spence to resign.  The 
Chairman advised that this was a matter for the Township Council as they are the 
appointing body.   
 
As no one else wished to speak, a MOTION was made by Paul Donoghue, seconded by 
James O’Bryant, to close the public hearing.  On voice vote all were in favor. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
 
RICHARD LAURETTA       
Minor Subdivision #0110-1930 
Block 6204; Lot 9, 8.02 and 8.03 
Cleveland Drive and Grant Avenue; R-1 Zone 
Request for time extension. 
 
William Drew advised that the applicant’s attorney had filed deeds with the County 
Clerk.  However, the deeds have not been recorded and the attorney requested a time 
extension so that there is no conflict between the time period when the County records 
said deeds and the Board’s deadline.   
 
MOTION made by James O’Bryant, seconded by Edward Orthouse, to approve 
Resolution 2002 – 3 granting a time extension to April 4, 2002. 
 
On roll call vote: Yes - Robert Moshman, James O’Bryant, Edward Orthouse, 

George Spence, Kurt Wagner, Michael Tfank.   
   No - Paul Donoghue, Robert Szuszkowski. 
 
MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTIONS 
 
VALLEY RIDGE DEVELOPMENT CO. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2001 - 16 
Preliminary Site Plan #9620-0041 
Block 8002; Lot 4 
Union Valley Road; R-1/PN Zone 
APPROVED: Request for time extension  
Carried. 
 
MISTY’S PATCH, INC. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2002 - 1       
Preliminary & Final Site Plan #0020-0092 
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Bulk Variance #0030-0470 
Block 14703; Lot 7 
2648 Route 23 North; NC Zone 
APPROVED: Preliminary and final site plan for addition to existing building. 
 
MOTION made by James O’Bryant to memorialize Resolution No. 2002 – 1, 
seconded by Edward Orthouse.  
 
On roll call vote: Yes - Robert Moshman, James O’Bryant, Edward Orthouse, 

George Spence, Robert Szuszkowski, Kurt Wagner, Michael 
Tfank. 

   No - None 
 
ALPINE RIDGE DEVELOPERS, INC. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2002 - 2     
Minor Subdivision #0110-1936     
Bulk Variance #0130-0534 
Block 5306; Lot 4 
Lone Pine Lane; R-4 Zone 
APPROVED: Minor subdivision for the creation of two building lots. 
 
MOTION made by Paul Donoghue to approve the resolution subject to the Planning 
Staff’s report.  Seconded by George Spence.   
 
On roll call vote: Yes - Paul Donoghue, Robert Moshman, James O’Bryant, Edward 

Orthouse, George Spence, Kurt Wagner, Michael Tfank. 
   No - None 
   Abstain – Robert Szuszkowski 
 
STAFF REPORTS/MEMOS TO TOWNSHIP MANAGER/COUNCIL 
 
Memo dated November 20, 2001 from William Drew to Kenneth Hetrick regarding the 
Township Smart Growth Grant Agreement.  Noted and filed. 
 
Memo dated December 12, 2001 from William Drew to Kenneth Hetrick regarding the 
rezoning of Block 14601; Lots 5 and 6 and Block 14602; Lot 1-6.  
 

In response to a question from the Board, Mr. Drew explained the procedure for 
rezoning properties. 

 
Memo dated December 12, 2001 from William Drew to Kenneth Hetrick regarding the 
Town Center Urban Forestry Demonstration Project Tree Planting.  Noted and filed. 
 
PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT - No report. 
 
PLANNING BOARD ATTORNEY’S REPORT - No report 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Capital Improvement Budget: William Drew advised the Board of several capital 
improvements items, which will be recommended to the Township Council.  They 
included public improvements to the center of town, a redesign of the Township 
meeting room, and a water supply analysis.  Additional information on these projects to 
be supplied the Board prior the next meeting. 
 
Robert Szuszkowski noted that he has been researching the availability of grants to help 
defray the cost of revising the Master Plan.  He will keep the Board informed of any 
information he receives. 
 
William Drew noted that he had researched the matter of hiring a radio frequency 
engineer to assist in revising the telecommunications ordinance.  Proposals should be 
available for the January meeting.  Members requested a legal opinion be obtained on 
the possibility of imposing a moratorium on the construction of these towers. 
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Michael Tfank informed the members that there would be a joint meeting of the Board 
and the Environmental Commission regarding the construction of cell towers on 
February 4, 2002. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Notice dated November 8, 2001 advising that Steven Olson is applying for a Letter of 
Interpretation for property located on Union Valley Road, Block 9901; Lots 10, 11 and 
12.  Noted and filed.  It was noted that this property is the subject of a recent rezoning. 
 
Notice dated November 21, 2001 advising that Charles Aikey is applying for a Letter of 
Interpretation for property located on Wesley Drive, Block 9501; Lot 19.02.  Noted and 
filed. 
 
Letter dated November 21, 2001 from William Drew to William Faustini, West Milford 
Postal Properties, LLC, regarding the lighting at the West Milford postal facility.  Noted 
and filed. 
 
Letter dated November 21, 2001 from William Drew to Barbara Walsh, Office of State 
Planning regarding the Township’s Smart Growth Grant agreement.  Noted and filed. 
 
Notice dated November 26, 2001 advising that John Finke is applying for a General 
Permit #25 for property located at 34 Osage Drive, Block 10502; Lot 14.  Noted and 
filed. 
 
Letter dated November 29, 2001 from William Drew to Rockland Electric Company 
regarding the light fixtures at the West Milford postal facility.   
 

Mr. Drew advised that the letter received from Orange & Rockland advised that 
they have made a complete change in the lighting.  The only change not accepted 
is the height of the lights.  The matter has been referred to the Engineer for his 
review and comments. 
 

Letter dated November 30, 2001 from William Drew to William Faustini, West Milford 
Postal Properties regarding request for information regarding the light fixtures at the 
West Milford postal facility.  Noted and filed. 
 
Letter dated December 7, 2001 from Killam Associates advising that the Tennessee Gas 
Pipeline Company has received approval for maintenance work within the Township.  
Noted and filed. 
 
Letters from the Passaic County Planning Board regarding the following applications: 
 
 Fieldstone Estates – granting final subdivision approval for Section II; 

Vincent Lanza, Block 3508; Lot 3, Lakeside Road – request for additional 
information; 

Something Special On the Lake, Block 3702; Lot 6.01, Greenwood Lake Turnpike 
– granting site plan approval.   

All noted and filed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous vote at 9:17 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Grace R. Davis 
        Secretary 
Planbd\Minutes\1-3-02Reg 
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