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The Workshop Meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Bettina Bieri. 
 
Adequate Notice Statement 
 
Mayor Bieri read the following statement: 
 
Please note that in accordance with Chapter 231, Public Laws of 1975 of New Jersey, adequate advance 
notice of this Workshop meeting was advertised in the Herald News in its issue of December 25, 2016, 
January 1, 2017; copies were provided to the Suburban Trends, the Record and Star Ledger and posted 
continuously on the bulletin board in the main corridor of the Town Hall and on file in the Office of the 
Township Clerk. 
 
Please also make note of all fire and emergency exits - located to the left, right, and rear of this room - for 
use in case of an emergency.  Thank you. 

Agenda No.  I 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Bieri led all in attendance in a salute to the flag.  
 

Agenda No.  II 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Councilmembers Ada Erik, Mike Hensley, Tim Wagner, Luciano Signorino  
 Pete McGuinness, Marilyn Lichtenberg, Mayor Bettina Bieri. 
Absent:  None 
Also Present:   Township Administrator/Clerk Antoinette Battaglia, Township Attorney Fred Semrau  
 

Agenda No. III 
 

Reading of or Approval of Unapproved Minutes 
 
August 16, 2017 Workshop/Regular Meeting 
August 16, 2017 Executive Session 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   None 
Abstained:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Agenda No. IV 
Meetings 
 
Mayor Bieri noted the future meeting schedule: 
 
September 20, 2017 Regular Meeting 
September 27, 2017 Special Meeting/Budget 
October 4, 2017 Workshop/Regular Meeting 
October 18, 2017 Workshop/Regular Meeting 

 
Agenda No. V 

Proclamations 
 
None 

Agenda No. VI 
Executive Session 

~ Resolution No. 2017 – 274 ~ 
 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford on the 6
th
 day of 

September, 2017 that: 
 

1. Prior to the conclusion of this Workshop Meeting, the Governing Body shall 
meet in Executive Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss 
matters as permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 
(  )     b.  (1)   Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law or 

State statute or rule of court. 
(  )     b.  (2)   A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive  

funds from the Government of the United States. 
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(  )     b.  (3)   Material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of  
individual privacy. 

(  )     b.  (4)   A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 
(  )     b.  (5)   Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates or 

investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the public  
interest if disclosed. 

(  )     b.  (6)   Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the  
public, if disclosure could impair such protection.  Investigation of  
violations of the law. 

(X)     b. (7)   Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in  
subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client  
privilege. 
� Attorney-Client Privilege – MUA 
� Attorney-Client Privilege – Council on Mandates 
� Attorney-Client Privilege – Land Use and Zoning Matters 

(  )     b.  (8)   Personnel matters. 
(  )     b.  (9)   Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties. 

2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to the 
public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s). 

 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Signorino  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Governing Body went into executive session at 6:38 p.m. 
The Governing Body returned to the public meeting at 8:00 p.m. with all present as before. 

       
Agenda No. VII 

Presentations 
 
EDC Awards – Mayor Bieri welcomed Ms. Jo Ann Blom to the podium. Ms. Blom spoke about why the 
EDC selected DeMarco’s Pizza and Shannon’s Eyes on the Pies for the EDC award. The Governing body 
congratulated both business owners and wished them good luck.  
 
Special Action Items 
 
Mayor Bieri read Resolution 2017-275 and spoke about how the entire sale process has taken a 
tremendous amount of effort and coordination from the Governing Body. She recognized the MUA 
commissioners and the job they have done to get the MUA to this level. She explained that due to 
statutory requirements the Township had to get involved to effectuate the sale. She recommended that 
the residents educate themselves on the sale and stressed how important it is for them to vote on the 
sale in November. She explained why the sale would be beneficial to the MUA users and non-users.  
 
Mr. Semrau explained that the agreement is for the sale of the MUA assets, and the only way to 
effectuate this type of sale is if the Governing Body of the Township approves it. He noted that Suez was 
at the meeting and that they will speak on their own behalf.   
 
Administrator Battaglia noted that this was the first available opportunity that the Governing Body had to 
share the sale information with the residents.  
 
Councilman Signorino said the MUA system is in dire need of improvement and he is excited about the 
sale. He asked Mr. Semrau to clarify if the MUA was illegally trying to sell the system. Mr. Semrau 
explained why it wasn’t determined that MUA tried to illegally sell their assets.   
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 275 ~ 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, AND STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST 
MILFORD AND SUEZ WATER NEW JERSEY, INC. PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF THE ASSETS OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
 

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Township of West Milford did authorize by Resolution 
2017-174 on May 3, 2017, the issuance of a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) for the sale of the assets of 
the Township of West Milford Municipal Utilities Authority (“Authority”); and  
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WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford (“Township”) did issue the RFP in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.4, which was advertised for six (6) consecutive weeks as required by N.J.S.A. 40:62-4; 
and  

WHEREAS, a proposal was received by the bid proposal due date from Suez Water New Jersey, 
Inc. (“SUEZ”); and  

 
WHEREAS, following a review of the proposal by the Township Attorney, an evaluation of the 

proposal and a determination that the proposal was the highest responsible bid by a subcommittee 
established by the Mayor and Township Council; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council did approve by Ordinance 2017-009 on August 16, 2017 an 

Agreement of Sale between the Township and SUEZ; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township now desires to enter into the Agreement of Sale with SUEZ, subject to 

approval of the sale by a majority of legal voters within the Township at the November 7, 2017 General 
Election, satisfaction of the conditions set forth in the contract, and approval of the sale by the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, and the New 
Jersey Board of Public Utilities; and the dissolution of the Authority pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A5A-20 to 21.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Council of the Township of 

West Milford, County of Passaic, and State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby 
authorized to execute an Agreement of Sale with SUEZ, subject to the following: 
 

1. Approval of the sale by a majority of legal voters within the Township at the November 7, 2017 
General Election. 

2. Satisfaction of the conditions set forth in the contract. 
3. Approval of the sale by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, the 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, and the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities. 

4. Dissolution of the Authority pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A5A-20 to -21.   
 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   None 
Abstained:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Administrator Battaglia asked the Governing Body to withdraw Resolution 2017-276 from the agenda. 
She explained that the Township is still currently negotiating with the DEP. Councilman McGuinness 
made a motion seconded by Councilman Signorino to withdraw Resolution 2017-276 from the agenda. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   McGuinness  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Abstained:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Presentations (Continued) 
 
Sale of the MUA – Mayor Bieri welcomed Mr. Ralph Heres, MUA Vice Chairman, to the podium. Mr. 
Heres read a statement prepared by the MUA attorney. He explained that the saleable condition of the 
MUA does not meet environmental standards, and said it’s very important for residents to vote on the 
referendum in November. He explained the rate freeze for the users and how Suez can’t raise rates 
without appearing before the Board of Public Utilities. There are regulations that Suez has to follow 
regarding rate increases. Mr. Heres explained that the DCA got involved and issued a stop order. The 
DCA said the MUA had to work with the Township in a joint venture to sell the MUA with the deal that 
they negotiated. He thanked the Governing Body for working with the MUA.  
 
Mayor Bieri spoke about how the MUA did not have to report to the Board of Public Utilities to set rates. 
The MUA set the rates without having to report to anyone. As a private entity, Suez will have rate 
regulation and security for the users. Suez can’t just raise rates sporadically because they need to have 
justification and get an approval. Mayor Bieri explained that it’s important for residents to understand that 
the MUA in its current condition is not sustainable and it cannot continue to operate. It doesn’t meet 
current standards from the DEP.  
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She explained that the MUA was formed in 1964 and has been neglected until the current commissioners 
came in to place around 2011. If the MUA was to try to continue to operate all the fines would fall upon 
the 1,700 users. She explained that Suez has the ability and capital to invest into the system that would 
be helping to pay for the improvements in the Township. She thanked Mr. Heres. Mayor Bieri welcomed 
the Suez representatives.  
 
Mary Campbell, Vice President of Business Development, Suez – Ms. Campbell said it’s important for the 
residents to vote in November on the sale of the MUA. She spoke about all the counties that Suez 
provides service to. Suez was established about 148 years ago in Bergen County, NJ as a small mom 
and pop shop. They have grown to serve 800,000 residents. Suez has grown in West Milford and Sussex 
County through developers and systems similar to the MUA. She explained that the MUA is an aging 
infrastructure that will cost $30 million to repair. Suez has the expertise with 3,500 employees in 50 
states, and 1,000 employees in the West Milford area. They like to focus on the local employees that 
serve the community and who to call in case of an emergency. The 1,000 employees in the area come 
together to make certain that customers are served and that they have reliable and safe service. She 
explained four key areas in the proposal that they will address; regulatory compliance, rate stabilization 
and customer service and satisfaction. Ms. Campbell said that if Suez was to acquire the system their 
main focus would be to get the system into compliance. Suez Water New Jersey System is one of the 
largest utilities in the United States and they have no violations. Their goal is to have no violations in West 
Milford.  
 
Ms. Campbell introduced the Suez local team; Steve Wondrack, General Manager of Highland 
Operations, Matt Biagini, Supervisor of Highland Operations, Emad Sidhom, Senior Director, Engineering, 
Gary Prettyman, Director of Regulatory Business, Mark McKoy, Senior Director of Customer Service and 
Customer Operations, Billie Gallo, Director of Corporate Communications, Kevin O’Connor, Director of 
External Affairs, and Kelly Ruggiero, Attorney. Ms. Campbell noted that she has 20 years of service with 
Suez. She explained that there are a lot of opportunities for employees to grow and the company is big on 
teamwork. She said Suez is regulated by the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) from a financial and 
administrative perspective and they are regulated environmentally by the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), and that’s not going to change. She invited Mr. Sidhom to the podium. 
 
Mr. Sidhom – Gave a brief overview on what is required to put the MUA system into compliance. He 
welcomed any questions after the meeting and said he would gladly stay as long as needed. He has been 
with Suez for 20 years; his team has 13 engineers, surveyors and design professionals. With the help of 
Kelly Love from the MUA and the Township, their team was able to inspect the MUA water and sewage 
plants. They determined a very fair Capex plan on what Suez will spend on water and sewage repairs. 
His team is professionally trained to rebuild/repair water and sewage plants and wells. He assured the 
users that they have a great team handling the MUA system if it gets sold to Suez. He explained what will 
happen during the first five years. It will also take five years for West Milford to be free of violations. He 
provided a handout showing a couple of treatment plants that were taken over and rebuilt by Suez. He 
explained how Suez was encouraged by the DEP to take over the MUA system. They are confident that 
they are prepared and qualified to take over the system and service West Milford to the best of their 
ability. 
 
Gary Prettyman – Said that Suez is regulated by the BPU when it comes to rates. They also oversee 
customer service areas. He has been working with the New Jersey BPU for 38 years. With the MUA 
particular proposal if the referendum doesn’t go through Suez is looking at spending $30-$40 million of 
capital investment in the first five years. If the MUA had to spend that type of money the rates would 
increase 194%. He explained that Suez has the funds to make that type of investment. The rate 
stabilization plan proposal states the first year the current MUA rates would not change. Suez files rate 
cases every 2 -2 ½ years, so in the second year they would propose a combined water and sewer bill 
which would be a net decrease of 1%. In year 3 there would be no change to the 2

nd
 year rate. Over the 

first three years there would be no change in rates. Looking into the future they are predicting roughly a 
6% increase every other year.  
 
Mayor Bieri explained why the MUA cannot borrow any more funds to repair the system. If they had to 
make the improvements themselves the cost burden would be passed on to the users. Mr. Semrau said 
the other alternative in the event that the MUA was not able to move forward would be to dissolve and 
then it would become the responsibility of all the residents to incur the costs, debt and obligations that the 
system has. Councilman Signorino mentioned that the Governing Body has to consider protecting the 
users and nonusers of the system.  
 
Steve Wondrack – Said he has been with Suez for 36 years. He oversees the operations of water and 
waste water for the majority of New Jersey. He provided an overview on how Suez plans to staff the 
operation. He noted that they would be keeping the existing MUA office on Cahill Cross Road and the 
Bald Eagle Commons for the user’s convenience and administrative purposes. He explained how 
important it is for the residents to vote in November. Mr. Wondrack said for ease of transaction they will 
maintain Kelly Love’s employment. The existing MUA employees will be given an opportunity to interview.  
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Mayor Bieri asked about response time for an unexpected emergency in an event that residents have no 
water. Mr. Wondrack said its Suez’s standard operation to have an on call emergency team to assist in 
those matters. 
 
Mark McKoy – Spoke about the customer service operations and what the users could expect. He has 
been with Suez 16 years. He manages a team located in Hackensack, New Jersey. Suez prides 
themselves on their local call centers. He explained how NJ Cares works. It’s a program for people 
experiencing financial hardship or the inability to pay their bills. He welcomed any questions after the 
meeting.  
 
Ms. Campbell said that concludes the Suez presentation based on the four basic requirements in the 
RFP. Ms. Campbell mentioned that Suez would be happy to make presentations from now until 
November 7th. They are committed to helping the users educate themselves about the process. Ms. 
Campbell welcomed questions from the Governing Body.  
 
Discussion: 
 
Councilman Wagner noted that there have been several water outages in the past few years that have 
frustrated many residents. He asked Suez to explain to the residents how they are going to improve the 
infrastructure and prevent the water outages from happening so they could be reassured. Ms. Campbell 
explained how they will provide improved service to the MUA users. The response time for a water 
outage is 30-60 minutes to get the system shut down and the repairs started. Councilman Wagner asked 
what Suez is going to do to improve the quality of the water because the users do not feel safe drinking 
the water. Ms. Campbell explained that she would have to report back to the Governing Body with the 
answer after their due diligence. Suez has a water quality expert on hand. When Suez upgrades the 
system they will link it to their status system in Haworth that monitors the tank levels and well pumping 
from a computer. They could detect a problem from a remote site and send out employees to start 
repairs.  
 
Councilwoman Erik mentioned WM77TV to Ms. Campbell and recommended that if Suez is going to hold 
public meetings they should have WM77TV broadcast the meetings for the residents. 
 
Councilman Signorino mentioned his concern if the MUA gets sold and the company that takes it over 
hikes the rates. He asked Suez to explain that they wouldn’t have an intention of hiking the rates. Mr. 
Prettyman explained that Suez can’t change rates unless it’s approved by the BPU. When they file the 
petition if it’s approved for the acquisition they would put forth a rate plan. The BPU has a right to change 
things. The process is when they file a rate case it takes nine months from the day they file it for the BPU 
to approve the rates. It’s a very detailed process. It’s a very lengthy process and they can’t just change 
rates. Councilman Signorino said as a representative approving the sale of properties he is not fully 
aware of everything that is on the property and what is included in the sale. He asked Suez if there will be 
bottling and selling of the water and if there are any other intentions other than the existing use of the 
system. Ms. Campbell explained that Suez only has a certificate of operations for the water and waste 
water supply. They don’t bottle water. The MUA system is not even big enough to do that. Ms. Campbell 
explained that about the rate making process there is an office of rate payer advocate and that office 
serves to protect the customer, so when there is a rate filing they file with the BPU but it’s scrutinized with 
the rate payer advocate.   
 
Councilman Hensley asked if the proposed rate structure was industry standard and Mr. Prettyman said 
it’s an estimate. The last two Suez rate cases were 5%. Councilman Wagner asked if there was an 
opportunity to increase the users and potentially lower the costs. Mr. Prettyman explained that they don’t 
know how many more opportunities there are but it is a possibility. Councilman Wagner asked if it’s part 
of their business to increase users. Ms. Campbell explained how they review case by case on 
acquisitions and at this point there is no plan to expand the West Milford system. There are a few 
opportunities in West Milford but they are very small from a growth point.  
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg suggested that Suez meet with the Bald Eagle Commons because they will 
be voting on the referendum in November. Ms. Campbell said that they plan on it. 
 
Mayor Bieri mentioned that Suez monitors the pressure in the wells. She asked Ms. Campbell if they 
monitor water levels, water quality and discharge from the sewers and how often it’s done. Ms. Campbell 
said there are certain regulations by the state for water testing that they follow and the monitoring is 24 
hours a day. Ms. Campbell explained that every state system is required to send out a consumer 
confidence report that shows what’s in the water.  
 
Mayor Bieri opened the meeting to the public to speak to MUA and Suez only after advising that there is a 
five-minute limit for each speaker. 
 
Mr. Ofshinsky, 47 Morris Ave, West Milford – Said he’s been a customer of the MUA for 31 years. He 
resides in Crescent Park by the sewage plant which encouraged him to join the MUA Commission. 
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Most of the MUA systems are about 50 years old. The DEP didn’t exist when the MUA was formed in 
1964, and the regulations they have to follow were not in effect. Emissions and normal wear and tear of 
the systems are a challenge. He noted that the rates are not regulated by the BPU. He spent time 
analyzing the rates and said that more money is spent analyzing everything. He explained how the quality 
drinking water in Belcher’s Creek has ceased with the MUA system. It’s a quality of life issue for all the 
residents.  
 
Ms. Robertiello, 24 Renault Rd, West Milford – Asked for understanding of why the acquisition is any 
interest to Suez. The voters need to understand the intentions of Suez. She asked why nonusers would 
vote against the referendum and the concern to nonusers to vote against the referendum. She didn’t 
understand the reported 6% rate increase. She believes the surplus that’s supposed to be used to pay off 
the Township debt should be considered to pay off high rates and costs that the MUA users have 
experienced.  
 
Mr. Connor, Crescent Park, West Milford – Noted that he has been an MUA user for 50 years. He asked 
what the downside is to the non MUA users in town. The nonusers don’t pay the MUA anything and why 
should they determine that the MUA gets sold. He asked how the residents are going to benefit from any 
surplus if it’s given back to the Township. He believes that if there is any surplus leftover it should go back 
to the MUA users and not to the Township. He asked if Suez would repair the fire hydrants and allow 
garbage disposals for the sinks. 
 
Joe Duffy, 65 Continental Rd, West Milford – Asked what Suez’s marketing plan is, if this passes when do 
they anticipate closing and will the contract that was signed be available online for people to view.  
 
Andrew, 48 Ramapo Rd, West Milford – Noted that the MUA is a private entity that was funded 
exclusively by 1,500 residents. He feels that this is a Township obligation from the beginning. The surplus 
remaining from the sale should not go to the Township because the Township doesn’t own the MUA 
properties that are being sold. He asked why Suez is being sold; what is the life cycle of Suez’s proposed 
water plan, who is funding Suez, what guaranteed rate of return is Suez entitled to and the amortization 
schedule for the investment. He noted Suez being involved in an incident in Bayonne, NJ, so why would 
the residents let a private company own the town’s water and profit from the town’s water. The users of 
the MUA got 54 years out of what was built in the original development and paid the rates. He asked how 
the 1,500 families that were affected going to pay off $30 million dollars.  
 
Margaret Mack, 130 Vreeland Rd, West Milford – Said she has lived in West Milford for over 40 years. 
She spoke about a past Councilman visiting door to door to sign a petition to join the Lakeland Regional 
Water Authority. She mentioned that residents love their wells; she explained that 40 years ago people 
had difficulty convincing themselves that they should become part of a regional water authority so she 
asked the Governing Body how they plan to convince the voters of West Milford to support this project. 
She asked if the sale price of the MUA and the profit would affect the residents tax rate. Upon the sale of 
the MUA to Suez, could Suez sale their water to another entity.  
 
John Tranes, 20 McKinley Place – Spoke about why he has a problem with the Township making a profit. 
The MUA users have paid for the system. He explained that are some places in town that don’t want an 
MUA. He suggested combining all the systems in town and making them one unit.  
 
Dawn Bukaj, Property Manager, Bald Eagle Village – Asked if the rates would be structured the way that 
they are now. Shen noted that it would be helpful for the users to understand where the MUA rates fall in 
line with other rates in the state of New Jersey. She thinks that information would be very helpful. She is 
eager to host Suez visiting Bald Eagle Village.  
 
Nancy Wilkens, Wesley Drive, West Milford – Said she doesn’t think any MUA users doubt that they don’t 
need help. They drastically need things to be corrected. She explained how a new well was being dug 
next to the water table under their property and how they couldn’t get any water. There has been an 
occasion when a new well had to be drilled and they tried to do it next to an existing one and they couldn’t 
get water. There were also several occasions when they were on water restriction. She asked if Suez 
checked the water tables to determine if they have adequate water. She asked what involvement the 
Governing Body is going to have once the system is sold. She is concerned about the fire hydrants 
because her property insurance rate is based on the closest fire hydrant.  
 
Robert Nolan, 1 Winding Way, West Milford – Asked Suez where the new plant will be in Old Milford. He 
requested a copy of the agreement between Suez and the Township. He asked if the deal is being rushed 
and why the referendum needs to be on the ballot in November. He believes that if the system is sold and 
there is excess money it should be given back to the MUA users. 
 
Warren Gross, 207 Long Pond Rd, West Milford – Asked if the DCA asked the Township to get involved 
with the sale of the MUA. He said that The Township should not share in the proceeds. He asked if 
Kohlberg, Kravis & Roberts would be the sponsor and funding source of the sale and what their profit is. 
He said the fire hydrants should be checked and operable.  
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There being no more comments from the public, Councilwoman Erik moved to close the public portion of 
the meeting. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Signorino  
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mayor Bieri said she will address the questions that were posed towards the Township. She explained 
that when residents called the Governing Body with complaints about the MUA the Governing Body could 
only provide answers because of the way the MUA was established. It was formed as an autonomous 
organization, so there was no ability to involve any of the elected officials or Township employees. The 
MUA board was established to assist the users.   
 
Mayor Bieri explained that the Township does not want to sell because of any possible profit. The 
Township wants to sell because it’s in the best interest of all the residents. She spoke about how if there 
is any profit it would be an added benefit for all the residents. It will reduce costs and Township debt. It’s a 
statutorily requirement that any residual profits be applied to the Township regardless of the Governing 
Body’s decision. By the State of New Jersey law any profits go back to the Township to reduce municipal 
debt.  
 
Mayor Bieri noted that DEP’s goal is environmental protection and that is not being protected because of 
how the MUA systems are being used. The DEP is willing to concede on the fines. If the sale doesn’t go 
through the MUA users will be responsible for paying the fines. If the sale goes through the DEP is willing 
to compromise so the fines will be paid through the sale proceeds not from the MUA users. The Township 
had no ability to fund the infrastructure only the users could do so because that was the way it was set up 
by statute. The MUA is a nonprofit organization, and the Governing Body does not collect Township taxes 
on the MUA assets. Suez is a private company no different than Rockland Electric and PSE&G, and they 
are professionals in utility service. Suez will be assessed on the properties that they have and it will 
become a ratable which will bring more revenue to the Township. She noted that the Governing Body will 
have no responsibilities after the sale. Suez is controlled by the DEP and the BPU not the Governing 
Body. According to state statute the only way the MUA could effectuate a sale is by working with the 
Township setting forth the sale of the assets.   
 
Mr. Semrau explained that the DEP told the Township what couldn’t be done, and it left the Governing 
Body with very few choices in order to protect the users of the system and the residents of the Township. 
Mayor Bieri noted that there are deadlines in order to get the question on the ballot and by statute there 
was a concern for time. Mr. Semrau said he can’t discuss any prior offers so he referred to Suez. They 
only have the information that was supplied to the Township. Mayor Bieri explained that there is no 
downside to the nonusers and they are not impacted by the rates and services. The benefit to the 
nonusers is the remaining profit is used to offset municipal debt. If the sale does not go through all the 
residents would be funding the MUA. The contract will be online and she referred to Mr. Semrau 
regarding the closing date. Mr. Semrau explained that if the referendum is approved, the BPU approves 
the application and then the Township has to take care of any due diligence. The closing could be during 
the first quarter of next year.  
 
Councilman Wagner said if the sale does not go through the MUA could be dissolved and all the fines 
could fall back on the taxpayers. He doesn’t believe that the MUA users should pay for his septic and well 
and he shouldn’t be paying for the MUA system. Councilman Hensley mentioned that out of fear maybe 
residents don’t feel that they should vote on the referendum in November. Educationally it will be tough to 
get the message out there. It could affect the nonusers quite dramatically if the MUA was to dissolve.  
 
Ms. Campbell explained that Suez is committed to meeting with the residents between now and the voter 
referendum. Suez will do everything in their power to help educate residents. She noted that Bayonne is 
run by the Suez affiliate. The Bayonne contract is a public, private partnership which means the city still 
owns the system. They can’t just throw money at the system; they have to be prudent because they are 
regulated by the BPU. They would be penalized if they threw money wastefully at the system. She noted 
that Suez cares about the environment and they are a for-profit company. She referred to Mr. Prettyman 
to speak about the rate making process, what it entails and includes and the profit that Suez is authorizes 
to make.   
 
Mr. Prettyman explained the process of filing rate cases with the BPU. One part of that process reviews 
all the capital investment they made and details of every project. Suez has to make sure that their 
investments are needed and prudent to serve the customers. The rate process establishes rates based 
upon the investments in the facilities. They apply a rate of return. The rate of return is made up of a mixed 
of debt, bonds and return for stockholders. At the end of the day it’s based upon their annual revenues 
and expense net income. They still make the investment because they have a desire to serve their 
customers and improve.  
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Mr. Prettyman compared rates in other states. He noted that the MUA rates are higher than all the other 
regulated companies in the state. He offered to compile the data for the residents. The water portion of 
the rates would drop by 11% in year two for the MUA customers. Most of the investments are going to the 
sewage system so there would be an increase in the rates in year two. Once the rates are rolled into 
Suez’s tariffs, there is a minimum monthly charge based on the size of the meter. They charge for all 
usage. Based on the average usage and the proposal they estimated for 5,000 gallons a month and that’s 
how they keep the rates stable for three years.  
 
Ms. Campbell confirmed that Kohlberg, Kravis & Roberts is not financing the sale of the MUA. It’s a 
regulated transaction, and they are involved in the Bayonne operation. The sale is financed by long and 
short term debt at their parent company. She noted that Suez doesn’t have a sink food disposal restriction 
but she would have to look into it because of a possible restriction of preventing contamination of the 
water supply system. She referred to Mr. Sidhom regarding the fire hydrant questions. Mr. Sidhom 
explained that if the system could not support fire hydrants it would be addressed in year five. They are 
co-owners of Wanaque Water, so they are not taking water from anyone else; its water that Suez owns. 
He said residents are welcomed to use the water to fill their swimming pools. If there is a drought that 
applies to West Milford, the residents must follow the drought warning laws. Suez needs to spend six 
months of due diligence researching the water tables.  
 
Ms. Campbell explained why Suez is interested in buying the MUA. They have grown into a major utility 
company in the state. That is how they grew their business. It’s their business, it’s how they grow and 
they are proud of their reputation. Mr. Prettyman spoke about how the 1,700 MUA customers in New 
Jersey would become part of the New Jersey investment. By having state-wide rates they are leveled off 
for everyone so nobody has the burden of the one large investment. Ms. Campbell explained that the 
MUA system serves 1,700 customers and it’s probably over extended as it is now. Suez wants to build 
the system to serve the MUA users reliably.  
 
Mayor Bieri mentioned that if anyone wants to host a meeting with Suez please refer to Administrator 
Battaglia to coordinate the meeting. Administrator Battaglia asked Suez what their marketing strategy 
would be for nonusers and voters. Ms. Campbell referred to Ms. Gallo. Ms. Gallo explained that Suez 
created a comprehensive plan. Residents will be receiving letters and postcards in the mail, and Suez will 
be at the Autumn Lights Festival. They will also hold meetings at Town Hall and the residents will be 
informed of the dates. She said no group is too small and to please invite Suez to their communities.  
Mayor Bieri thanked everyone for attending and mentioned that if anyone has further questions to please 
contact Administrator Battaglia. 
 

Agenda No. VIII 
Discussion Items 
 

1. Discussion:  Capital Ordinance:  Administrator Battaglia explained that this was a 
request from the Governing Body regarding repurposing funds in the 2017 bond 
Ordinance. Councilman McGuinness explained that the $162,739 for road overlays 
was the money they allocated towards the floor for the recreation center. Mayor Bieri 
said a discussion did occur but no action was taken. Councilman McGuinness made a 
motion, and it was seconded by Councilman Wagner to repurpose the money to cover 
the cost of the floor at the recreation center. Councilwoman Erik asked for a 
discussion. She said the Governing Body made a commitment to the taxpayers to 
lower their debt. The money doesn’t exist because they were going to bond for it and 
now they are looking to spend it. Councilman McGuinness recommended referring 
back to the meeting minutes about the conversations regarding the improvements to 
the recreation center. He was told that they could repurpose the money for the floor 
and maintain a 0% increase. Councilman Wagner said it needs to get done. Give the 
children a top facility with a new floor. Councilwoman Lichtenberg noted that she 
made a commitment to the taxpayers and took the recommendations of the budget 
consultant. The Governing Body made a commitment and voted not to spend the 
money and lower the bond. Councilman Signorino explained that they had an 
understanding when they voted for the budget. The discussion was to do as much as 
they could with the funds they had and the floor was included. He wants to follow 
through with their commitment to fix the floor. Councilwoman Lichtenberg made a 
motion to table this discussion. She explained that the floor was not proposed in the 
budget at that time. She addressed the issue about the leak in the roof and she didn’t 
see any professional opinions as to how the floors should be done. She wants to 
make sure the job is done right. Councilman Signorino said he was not aware of any 
leaks in the roof and he requested that the Governing Body ask Mr. Roetman about 
possible leaks. Mayor Bieri directed Mr. Roetman to the podium. Mr. Roetman 
explained that there have been occasional leaks in the roof due to backed up drains 
and issues that were present when they moved into the building. There were several 
repairs made over the last two years. He doesn’t feel that the leak would significantly 
impact a new floor.  
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Mayor Bieri asked Mr. Roetman to clarify that he did put the request in the initial 
capital budget for the floor. She explained that after a discussion with the Governing 
Body and consulting with Mr. Roetman the Governing Body agreed that the floor 
could wait until next year. Based on the planning it might be better to fix the floor in 
the Spring. She noted that the Governing Body passed the capital budget without 
funding the floor. Councilman Signorino said the Governing Body made a 
commitment to fix the floor. The Governing Body deferred the project for the time 
being because they wanted estimates. He explained that if they budget for the floor 
next year it most likely will not get done until the following year. Councilman Wagner 
noted that they were all in agreement to fix the floor so why not just get it done. Mr. 
Roetman said the ideal time to fix the floor is between April and June. The goal was to 
try and find a way to fund the project so the floor could be replaced during that time 
frame. Councilman Signorino said it will probably be more expensive next year to fix 
the floor, and he doesn’t think it’s a good idea to put this off. Councilman Wagner said 
that the Governing Body will get other estimates and get educated the best that they 
can to get the best floor possible. Councilman Hensley recommended referring back 
to the meeting minutes. He explained that the Governing Body set this money aside 
to lower their budget deficit and move the road maintenance program into the 
operating budget. Councilwoman Erik asked Mr. Semrau if it’s possible to turn 
recreation into its own entity and move the seniors from recreation to health. Mayor 
Bieri explained that they have Open Space funds that could be used towards 
recreational development. Administrator Battaglia noted that the Governing Body 
funded Nosenzo Pond and there are more phases anticipated. If the Governing Body 
requests this she could review the recreation trust fund to ascertain the status. 
Councilman Wagner said that they are not paying on the bond until they utilize it. 
Mayor Bieri explained that she is researching a solution to fund the floor and reduce 
the amount that they have to bond for. She said the floor was not funded in the capital 
budget and it was agreed that the floor could wait until next year. It was then agreed 
to reinvestigate the floor and do additional research and get quotes. Mayor Bieri said 
if there is a tie vote she is not opposed to replacing the floor and budgeting for it this 
year so they have the funds available during the optimal time frame. She wants to 
replace the floor next April in the most cost effective way and repurposing $163,000 is 
not the most cost effective way. Mr. Roetman mentioned the Nosenzo Pond project 
and he feels it should be a priority because they have grants from Passaic County 
that have deadlines. He believes they will have to withdraw the funds from Open 
Space to get the project completed. Mayor Bieri explained that if the Governing Body 
wants to use the bond money and repurpose it a Resolution would have to be drafted 
for a subsequent meeting. It’s a multi-step process. Councilwoman Lichtenberg made 
a motion to table this discussion and it was seconded by Councilwoman Erik. Mr. 
Semrau said the motion to table takes precedence. He advised that there should be 
no more discussion and a motion should be called to see if this discussion is tabled. 
Administrator Battaglia explained that the next meeting is a Regular Meeting and the 
Governing Body normally does not have discussion items on the agenda. 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg amended her motion to table this discussion to the 
October 4

th
 meeting and it was seconded by Councilwoman Erik. Mayor Bieri asked 

for a roll call vote.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Lichtenberg  Seconded:  Erik 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Councilman McGuinness asked Mr. Semrau if his motion was back on the table and 
Mr. Semrau replied in the affirmative. Mayor Bieri confirmed that Councilman 
McGuinness’s motion was to repurpose the $162,739. Councilwoman Lichtenberg 
asked if they are reducing the bond. Mayor Bieri said they would be keeping it at the 
current level. Administrator Battaglia said the motion doesn’t repurpose the funds. 
She explained that an Ordinance would have to be drafted to repurpose the funds. By 
virtue of this motion the Governing Body is authorizing the Administrator to prepare a 
Resolution to repurpose the funds, an Ordinance to cancel the unfunded capital, and 
then an Ordinance to repurpose the funds. Mayor Bieri asked for a roll call vote.  
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   McGuinness  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:        Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino 
Voted Nay:   Erik, Hensley, Lichtenberg 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mayor Bieri voted yes. She explained that her vote will get the process started and 
give the Governing Body an opportunity to see if there are Open Space funds.  
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2. Discussion:  Highlands Preserve:  Mayor Bieri said she sent her letter to the County 
requesting to bifurcate the properties. Administrator Battaglia explained that the 
Governing Body asked her to draft a Resolution and a letter from the elected officials 
to send to the freeholders individually. Councilwoman Lichtenberg said she is fully in 
agreement with the letter. Councilman McGuinness suggested inviting Freeholder 
Duffy to a meeting. The Council gave consensus for the Resolution, the letter, and 
inviting Freeholder Duffy to the meeting.  

3. Discussion:  Do Not Litter Signs:  Councilman Wagner asked how many signs were 
needed. He suggested getting an estimate from local sign shops. Administrator 
Battaglia said for the recommended size of 30x24 the cost would be $70.00 each. 
Councilman Hensley explained why he doesn’t want the enforcement aspect on the 
sign. Councilwoman Lichtenberg explained why seeing the fine listed on the sign is 
important just like the speeding signs. Councilwoman Erik asked if Councilman 
McGuinness was going to address the illegal dumping by the Recycling Center when 
the gate is closed. Councilman McGuinness said that the Township is already aware 
of it. The Council gave consensus for the signs to resemble the Ringwood sign. 

 
Agenda No. IX 

Public Comments 
 
Mayor Bieri opened the meeting to the public after advising that there is a five-minute limit for each 
speaker. 
 
Bob Nicholson, 20 Hyde Road, Stockholm – Spoke about the purpose of the original PAL Building and 
how it’s supposed to be self-sustaining. He feels that building more for the kids is not the answer to 
lowering taxes. He said the property tax cap expires December 31

st
 and the person running for Governor 

thinks he’s going to fund everything by applying marijuana tax. He said he is not against the children but 
do they owe all these new things for them. They haven’t cut the drug problem they have increased it. He 
suggested more educational programs for the children.  
 
John Veninger, 32 Yardville Rd, Hewitt – Said he represents the Upper Greenwood Lake Property 
Owners Association. He requested that the Governing Body consider addressing Resolution 2017-288 
earlier than later in the meeting since it’s been a long night.  
 
There being no more comments from the public, Councilman Signorino moved to close the public portion 
of the meeting. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Signorino  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Agenda No. X 

Council Comments 
 
Councilman Signorino – Said he appreciates the comments and that the Township owns the building and 
the floor needs to be replaced.  
 
Councilman Wagner – Mentioned that keeping the kids active in the Township will create fewer chances 
to use drugs. 
 
Councilman McGuinness – Explained that if the Township has a good educational system and recreation 
program the value of homes will increase.  
 
Mayor Bieri – Said in regards to San Cap the Township has been maintaining the fields and it wouldn’t 
add to the budget. The allocated cost is under $5,000 a year including labor and clay. It is used by a lot of 
people including the Recreation Department and Little League. She agreed that it’s important to give the 
children an opportunity to have other venues.  
 
Councilwoman Erik – Noted that the Township doesn’t have the personnel to send a mower to cut the 
weeds. It takes two men and a specialty truck with the spray.  
 

Agenda No. XI 
 

Action Items   
 Agenda No. XI 1 

Discussion: 
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Councilman McGuinness asked if someone is on the corner of a Township Road and a County Road do 
they need permission from the County and Administrator Battaglia said yes because the County has a 
permitting process. Councilman Signorino suggested asking the County what their permit process is. 
Mayor Bieri noted that this Ordinance approves people for Township Roads only. Councilman 
McGuinness asked if the County application could be on hand at the Township Police Department. 
Administrator Battaglia said she will get the information and refer back to Councilman McGuinness. 
 

~ Ordinance 2017 - 010 ~ 
 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, PERMITTING CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS TO SOLICIT CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE 

ROADWAYS SITUATED IN THE TOWNSHIP 
 

WHEREAS, the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey have enacted 
legislation amending N.J.S.A. 39:4-60 prohibiting solicitation of charitable contributions from motorists on 
roadways in the State of New Jersey unless authorized by ordinance of the municipality in which said 
roadways are situate; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of West Milford deems it to be in the public 
interest to permit charitable organizations as defined by N.J.S.A. 45:17A-20 to solicit contributions in 
roadways situate in the Township of West Milford, provided same is done in a safe and reasonable 
manner. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, in the County of Passaic, and State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
Section 1. The Township of West Milford shall permit charitable organizations as defined in N.J.S.A. 

45:17A-20 to solicit contributions in roadways situate in the Township of West Milford in 
accordance with the provisions contained herein. 

 
Section 2. All charitable organizations as defined in N.J.S.A. 45:17A-20 who desire to solicit 

contributions in roadways situate in the Township of West Milford shall file an application 
for a permit with the West Milford Chief of Police on a form supplied by said Chief of 
Police specifying the following information: 

 
A. Name of applicant organization. 
B.  Address of applicant organization. 
C.  Telephone number of applicant organization. 
D.  Contact person of applicant organization. 
E.  Specific location or locations of proposed charitable solicitation. 
F.  Dates and times of proposed charitable solicitation 
G.  If said request pertains to a location or locations on any County highway, or 

intersection of a County highway, said application shall include a copy of an 
authorization from the Passaic County Board of Chosen Freeholders to permit 
said charitable solicitation. 

H.  If said request pertains to a location or locations on any State highway or 
intersection of a State highway, said application shall include a copy of an 
authorization from the Commissioner of Transportation of the State of New 
Jersey to permit said charitable solicitation. 

I.  Identify the manner in which the motorist solicitation will be conducted and the 
procedures to be used to ensure the safety of the members of the public who will 
be traveling the roadways situate in the Township of West Milford. 

Section 3. Upon review and approval of a complete application in accordance with the provisions of 
this Ordinance, the West Milford Chief of Police shall present same to the Township 
Administrator for his review and consideration, after which the Chief of Police shall grant 
or deny the applicant’s request.  If the application is approved, the Chief of Police shall 
issue a permit to the applicant which shall be subject to the representations contained in 
the applicant’s application with conditions as necessary. 

 
Section 4. In no event shall any charitable organization requesting authorization from the Township 

of West Milford for said charitable solicitation use any individual under the age of 18 
years to perform any function or task associated with the said charitable solicitation in 
any roadway. 

 
Section 5. Any charitable organization requesting authorization from the Township of West Milford 

for said charitable solicitation shall comply with all of the terms and conditions of N.J.S. A. 
39:4-60, as amended by P.L. 1997, Chapter 82, approved April 30, 1997. 
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Section 6. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39:4-60, as amended by P.L. 1997, 
Chapter 82, approved April 30, 1997. 

 
Section 7. In the event any section, part or provision of this Ordinance shall be held unconstitutional 

or invalid by any Court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance or any 
remaining part of this Ordinance other than the part held unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
Section 8. All ordinances or parts thereof which are inconsistent with the provisions of this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistencies. 
 
Section 9. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption and publication in the 

manner required by law. 
 
Introduced: August 16, 2017 
Adopted:   September 6, 2017 
Effective Date: September 26, 2017 
 
This Ordinance was introduced August 16, 2017 and the Notice of Public Hearing was published in the 
Herald News on August 20, 2017. The Governing Body will open the meeting to the public to speak on 
this Ordinance only. 
 
There being no one wishing to be heard, Councilman Signorino made a motion, seconded by 
Councilwoman Erik and carried by unanimous voice vote to close the public comment period. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2017-010. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. XI 2 
 

~ Ordinance 2017 - 012 ~ 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 135, “FEES 

AND COSTS,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES  
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford, County of Passaic, 
State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Chapter 135 Section 135-4 Department of Health, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
§ 135-4. Department of Health. 
The Department of Health is authorized to charge the following fees.  
 
A. Public health programs:  

1. S.M.A.C. blood screening clinic: $25.  

SECTION 2. All ordinances of the Township of West Milford which are inconsistent with the provisions 
of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 
SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 

unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 
affect the remaining portion of this ordinance. 

 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance may be renumbered for purposes of codification. 
 
SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and 

publication as required by law. 
 
Introduced: September 6, 2017 
Adopted:   September 20, 2017 
Effective Date: October 10, 2017 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Mayor Bieri asked to move all Resolutions 2017-277 through to and including 2017-294 and 2017-251. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Councilman Wagner made a motion to amend Resolution 2017-287 to approve contract 1, 2 and 4, and it 
was seconded by Councilwoman Erik. Councilman McGuinness asked about number 5 because he has 
14 trucks. Mr. Semrau said his concern is that the Resolution is under competitive contracting and it was 
a sealed bid. Administrator Battaglia said Councilman Wagner is asking approval for 1, 2 and 4. 
Councilman Signorino said he would like to approve number 5. Councilman McGuinness explained that 
number 5 has only increased less than 3% and he has the most equipment. Mayor Bieri asked the 
Council if they would like to add number 5. Councilman Wagner said he did an analysis and would only 
like to approve 1, 2, and 4. Councilman McGuinness asked if they could discuss number 5. He explained 
that number 5 has the most vehicles and he is in line with number 4 with a $4.00 difference. 
Councilwoman Erik noted that class 1 is paved road and class 2 is unpaved roads. Councilman Signorino 
asked how long it takes to rebid. Administrator Battaglia said they could turn it around very fast because 
the specifications are already drafted. Councilman Signorino suggested going out to bid again. Mayor 
Bieri confirmed that they are moving all the Resolutions at this time and Resolution 2017-287 has been 
amended to award contract to 1, 2 and 4. 
 
Councilman McGuinness asked about Resolution 2017-293. Mr. Semrau explained that there is an 
outstanding tax balance and by selling the tax sale certificate someone else could try and collect.   

 
Agenda No. XI 3 

~ Resolution 2017 – 277 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY INDICATING INTENT TO ISSUE A NEW PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR 

LICENSE IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 33:1-19.3 THROUGH 19.6 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 33:1-19.3 through 19.6 authorizes a municipality to issue new liquor 
licenses under certain conditions; and 
 

WHEREAS, currently there are no Plenary Retail Detail Distribution Liquor Licenses in the 
Township of West Milford; and 
 

WHEREAS, on August 16, 2017 the Township Council adopted Ordinance 2017-008 which 
ordinance amends the Township Code to allow for retail distribution licenses in West Milford; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Council have ascertained that they have the authority to 

issue a plenary retail distribution liquor license under N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.14, the “Population Cap” Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2010 US Census Bureau conducted a count of the population in the United 
States and have determined that the population in West Milford is 25,850 persons; and  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.14 authorizes New Jersey municipalities to issue new plenary retail 
distribution licenses as long as the number of such licenses is fewer than one (1) for each 7,500 of its 
population based on the most recent Federal census; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Council of the Township of West Milford hereby advises of its 
intent to issue a new license and accept applications, bid deposits, and sealed bids; and 
 

WHEREAS, all bidders must be qualified to have an interest in a retail license under the standards 
set forth in the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act and regulations thereunder N.J.S.A. 33:1-1 et seq. and 
N.J.A.C. 13:2-1.1 et seq., the West Milford Township Code and all applicable local ordinances; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Council will award the license to the highest qualified bidder; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, all bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked “Distribution License 
Bid” and addressed to the Township Clerk, 1480 Union Valley Road, West Milford, NJ 07480; and 
 

WHEREAS, all bidders must submit a non-refundable application fee in the amount of $50 by check 
made payable to the “Township of West Milford” with the bid; and 
 

WHEREAS, the minimum bid is hereby established as not less than $250,000; and 
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WHEREAS, within five (5) days of the adoption of a resolution by the West Milford Governing Body 
accepting the highest qualified bid, the successful bidder must present a check to the municipal clerk, made 
payable to the “Township of West Milford” in an amount equal to fifty percent (50%) of the bid amount as a 
good faith deposit.  The ultimate issuance of the license is subject to the payment of the balance of the bid 
price, payment of the annual State and municipal licensing fees and the outcome of an investigation of the 
source of funds and criminal background checks to be conducted by the West Milford Police Department, 
as well as compliance with all regulations concerning issuance of a license in N.J.A.C. 13:2-2.1 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the West Milford Governing Body reserves the right to reject all bids if the highest bid 
is not accepted. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Council of the Township of 
West Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, that the Township Clerk be and is hereby directed 
to take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the issuance of a new Retail Distribution Liquor License 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 33:1-19.3 through 19.6; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the West Milford Governing Body reserves the right to reject all 
bids if the highest bid is not accepted. 
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 4 
 

~ Resolution 2017- 278~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A COMPETITIVE BIDDING CONTRACT TO THE DETROIT 

SALT COMPANY FOR ROCK SALT 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford advertised for the receipt of sealed competitive bids to 
be received on August 4, 2017 for the purchase of Rock Salt as per the bid specifications; and 
 

WHEREAS, in response to the “Notice to Bidders” the Township received four (4) bids; and 
 

WHEREAS, said bids have been duly reviewed and analyzed by the Director of Public Works and 
Township Attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, the bid received from the lowest bidder The Detroit Salt Company. in the amount of 
$448,630.00 does comply with and meet all minimum bid requirements as outlined in the bid 
specifications and thus The Detroit Salt Company is deemed to be the lowest, responsive, responsible 
bidder in accordance with N.J.S.A 40A:11-2(27); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works has submitted a written recommendation for the award 

of this contract to The Detroit Salt Company, 12841 Sanders Street, Detroit, Michigan 48217; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds and 
encumbrances for this purchase shall come from account # 01-201-26-294-363; and 
 

WHEREAS, after careful consideration the Governing Body has found it to be in the best interest 
of the Township to award a contract to The Detroit Salt Company. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
 
1. The Township Council hereby awards a contract to The Detroit Salt Company for Rock Salt in an 

amount not to exceed $448,630.00. 
2. The Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract with 

The Detroit Salt Company in accordance with its bid for Rock Salt. 
3. The Township’s Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for same. 
4. This resolution and contract shall be available for public inspection in the office of the Municipal 

Clerk. 
 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 

 Agenda No. XI 5 
 

~ Resolution 2017- 279 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A COMPETITIVE BIDDING CONTRACT TO EASTERN 

CONCRETE MATERIALS, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF ICE CONTROL AGGREGATES 
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WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford advertised for the receipt of sealed competitive bids to 
be received on August 4, 2017 for the purchase of Ice Control Aggregates as per the bid specifications; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford received one (1) bid for this contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, said bid has been duly reviewed and analyzed by the Director of Public Works  and 
the Township Attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, the bid received from the lowest bidder Eastern Concrete Materials Inc. in the 
amount of $82,150.00 does comply with and meet all minimum bid requirements as outlined in the bid 
specifications and thus Eastern Concrete Materials is deemed to be the lowest, responsive, responsible 
bidder in accordance with N.J.S.A 40A:11-2(27); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has certified as to the availability of funds for this 
expenditure said funds to be encumbered from account # 01-201-26-294-348; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Public Works Department to award a contract to the 
lowest bidder Eastern Concrete Materials Inc. in the amount of $82,150.00. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
 

1. The Township Council hereby awards a contract to Eastern Concrete Materials, Inc., 250 
Pehle Avenue Suite 503, Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 for Ice Control Aggregates in an 
amount not to exceed $82,150.00. 

2. The Mayor and Township Clerk be and are hereby authorized and directed to execute a 
contract with Eastern Concrete Materials, Inc. in accordance with its bid for Ice Control 
Aggregates. 

3. The Township’s Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for same. 
4. This resolution and contract shall be available for public inspection in the office of the 

Township Clerk. 
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

     Agenda No. XI 6 
 

~ Resolution 2017 - 280 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF AUTOMOTIVE GASOLINE THROUGH EXTENDED 
STATE CONTRACT NO. T0083 TO ALLIED OIL COMPANY, LLC. 

 
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has Extended Contract No. T0083 for Automotive Gasoline 

to Allied Oil, LLC and said contract was awarded through the open competitive bidding process and in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40a:11 et seq., Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford anticipates a need for Automotive Gasoline for the 
period from September 1, 2017 through December 1, 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works has submitted a written recommendation that the 
Township of West Milford purchase Automotive Gasoline through Extended State Contract No. T0083 for 
the period of September 1, 2017 through December 1, 2017 in a total amount not to exceed $50,000.00; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds for these purchases, 
said funds to be encumbered from account numbers 01-201-31-460-315 and 01-201-31-460-240. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
1. The Township Council hereby authorizes the Director of Public Works to purchase automotive 

gasoline, for the period of September 1, 2017 through December 1, 2017 in a total amount not to 
exceed $50,000.00, through Extended State of New Jersey Contract No. T0083 awarded to Allied 
Oil Company, LLC. 

2. The Township’s Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for same. 
3. This resolution shall be available for public inspection in the office of the Township Clerk.  
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 7 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 281 ~ 
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ROADWAY CRACK SEALING THROUGH THE 
MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL - CONTRACT #6: ROAD RESURFACING, 

CATEGORY C: CRACK SEALANT TO MICRO PAVE SYSTEMS, INC. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford is a member of the Morris County Cooperative Pricing 
Council (State Identifier Number 6MOCCP); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council has awarded Contract #6: Road 
Resurfacing, Category C: Crack Sealant to Micro Pave Systems, Inc. and said contract was awarded 
through the open and competitive bidding process in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40a:11 et seq., Local 
Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Supervising Engineering Aide has reviewed the Morris County 
Cooperative Pricing Council’s contract and related specifications and has submitted a written 
recommendation that the Township of West Milford purchase from Micro Pave Systems, Inc. through the 
Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council – Contract #6: Road Resurfacing, Category C: Crack Sealant; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for this purpose, said 
funds are to be encumbered from account # 04-215-55-823-011.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
 

1. The Township Council hereby authorizes the purchase through the Morris County 
Cooperative Pricing Council - Contract #6: Road Resurfacing, Category C: Crack 
Sealant to Micro Pave Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 207, Roseland, NJ 07068, in an 
amount not to exceed $35,000.00. 

2. The Township’s Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for same. 
3. This resolution shall be available for public inspection in the office of the Township 

Clerk. 
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 8 
 

~ Resolution 2017 - 282 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE FOR THE PURCHASE OF TRAFFIC STRIPING 

THROUGH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL, CONTRACT #36 (TRAFFIC 
STRIPING ON ROADS) FROM DENVILLE LINE PAINTING, INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

AN ADDITIONAL $19,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford is a member of the Morris County Cooperative Pricing 
Council (State ID # 6-MCCoOp); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council has awarded Contract #36, Traffic 
Striping on Roadways to Denville Line Painting, Inc. 
 

WHEREAS, said contract was awarded through the open competitive bidding process and in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11 et seq., Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford previously authorized purchases through Denville Line 
Painting Inc., in the amount of $110,000 by virtue of resolution 2017-219 and anticipates the need for 
additional Traffic Striping in 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works has submitted a written recommendation that the 
Township of West Milford increase the services to be purchased through Denville Line Painting, Inc. for  
additional line striping in an amount not to exceed $19,000.00 bringing the 2017 total expenditures for 
these purposes  up to $129,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds for these 
purchases, said funds to be encumbered from account number 01-201-26-290-342.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
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1.  The Township Council hereby authorizes an additional $19,000.00 to be expended  through the       
 Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council, Contract #36, to Denville Line Painting, Inc. 2 
 Green Pond Road, Rockaway, NJ 07866 for the purchase of additional line striping thereby 
 increasing the not to exceed amount for these purchases from $110,00.00 to $129,00.00  

2. The Township’s Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for same. 
3. This resolution shall be available for public inspection in the office of the Township Clerk. 

 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 9 
 

~ Resolution 2017 - 283 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) 2017 OR NEWER XE06 TYPE I REMOUNT TO 
A FORD F-SERIES CHASSIS 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford became a member of the Houston-Galveston 

Cooperative (HGC) by virtue of Resolution 2014-391 adopted on December 3, 2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Houston-Galveston Coop (HGC) awarded contract AM10-6 to P.L. Custom Body 
& Equipment Co., Inc. for Ambulances, EMS and Other Special Service Vehicles; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford seeks to purchase one (1) 2017 or newer XE06 Type I 
Remount to a Ford F-Series Chassis from P.L. Custom Body Equipment Co., Inc. located at 2201 Atlantic 
Avenue, Manasquan, NJ 08736 for the West Milford First Aid Squad in an amount not to exceed 
$128,382.00 and in accordance with the HGC Contract Pricing Worksheet generated by and the 
subsequent contract approved by the HGC Contract AM10-16; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds for this 
purchase, said funds to be encumbered from account number 04-215-55-827-004; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Township’s West Milford First Aid Squad to execute 
a purchase order to P.L. Custom Body & Equipment Co., Inc. in an amount not to exceed of $128,382.00.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
 

1. The Township Council hereby authorizes the proper Township Officials to execute a 
 purchase order to P.L. Custom Body & Equipment Co., Inc. in accordance with the HGC 
 Contract AM10-16 for one (1) 2017 or newer XE06 Type I Remount to a Ford F-Series 
 Chassis in an amount not to exceed $128,382.00. 
2.  The Township’s Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for same. 
3.  This resolution shall be available for public inspection in the office of the Township Clerk. 

 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 10 
 

~ Resolution 2017 - 284 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITHOUT 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING TO THE CANNING GROUP, LLC FOR 2018 BUDGET PREPARATION 

 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body retained the services of Robert Casey through The Canning 
Group for assistance with the 2016 and 2017 municipal budgets; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Canning Group LLC has submitted a proposal for the 2018 Budget preparation 
at $85 per hour which is the same rate charged for the 2016 and 2017 budget preparation; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator recommends the award of a  Professional Services 
Contract, as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5 to 
The Canning Group for the assignment of Mr. Robert Casey as budget consultant for the 2018 municipal 
and solid waste budgets; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Canning Group, LLC will complete and submit a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification which will certify that the firm has not made any reportable contributions to a political or 
candidate committee in the Township of West Milford with the elected officials in the previous one year, 
and that the contract will prohibit the firm of The Canning Group LLC from making any reportable 
contributions through the term of the contract; and 
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WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein contained, the parties agree as 
follows: 
 
1. The Mayor and Township Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute a contract with The 

Canning Group, LLC, 45 S. Park Place 183, Morristown, NJ 07960 for professional services for 
the 2018 budget process in an amount not to exceed $7,650.00. 

2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Services" pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq. and the local public contracts law.   

3. The total fee authorized for this contract shall not exceed $7,650.00 without the prior written 
approval of the Township Council. 

4. That a notice of this action shall be published in accordance with law, and said notice to provide 
that the contract awarded and this resolutions authorizing same are available for public inspection 
in the office of the Township Clerk. 

 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 11 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 285 ~  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC, NEW 
JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITHOUT 

COMPETITIVE BIDDING TO MICHAEL E. HOLENSTEIN OF HOLZHAUER & HOLENSTEIN, LLC FOR 
A CONSULTING REPORT 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Township to retain the services of an experienced, 

qualified entity or agency to provide professional appraisal and consulting services; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is beneficial to retain assistance of appropriately registered experts in the field of 
real estate appraisal services, with knowledge and experience in these matters; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township wishes to award a contract without competitive bidding to Michael E. 
Holstein of Holzhauer & Holenstein, LLC for professional appraisal services; and  
 

WHEREAS, Michael E. Holenstein, MAI, CTA SCGREA of Holzhauer & Holenstein, LLC is a New 
Jersey registered staff appraiser; and  
 

WHEREAS, Holzhauer & Holenstein, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which certifies that the business has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the Township of West Milford with the elected officials in the previous 
one year, and that the contract will prohibit the business of Holzhauer & Holenstein LLC from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds for these 
services said funds to be encumbered from account #01-201-20-100-480.   
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following:   
 
1. The Mayor and Township Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Michael 

E. Holenstein, of Holzhauer & Holenstein, LLC, 70 Sparta Avenue, Suite 206, Sparta, NJ 07871 
for professional appraisal and consulting services in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.   

2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Services” pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq. and the local public contracts law. 

3. The total fee authorized for this contract shall not exceed $15,000.00 without the prior written 
approval of the Township Council. 

4. That a notice of this action shall be published in accordance with law, and said notice to provide 
that the contract awarded and this resolution authorizing same are available for public inspection 
in the office of the Township Clerk.   

 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 12 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 286 ~  
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC, NEW 
JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITHOUT 

COMPETITIVE BIDDING TO ARTHUR A. LINFANTE, MAI, CRE OF VALUE RESEARCH GROUP LLC 
FOR A CONSULTING SERVICES  

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Township to retain the services of an experienced, 

qualified entity or agency to provide professional appraisal and consulting services; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is beneficial to retain assistance of appropriately registered experts in the field of 
real estate advisory services, with knowledge and experience in these matters; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township wishes to award a contract without competitive bidding to Arthur A. 
Linfante, MAI, CRE of Value Research Group, LLC for professional appraisal services; and   
 

WHEREAS, Arthur A. Linfante, MAI, CRE of Value Research Group, LLC is a New Jersey 
registered staff appraiser; and  
 

WHEREAS, Value Research Group, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which certifies that the business has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the Township of West Milford with the elected officials in the previous 
one year, and that the contract will prohibit the business of Value Research Group, LLC from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for these services, 
said funds to be encumbered from account #01-201-20-100-480.   
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, the following: 
 
1. The Mayor and Township Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Arthur A. 

Linfante, MAI, CRE with Value Research Group, LLC, 301 S. Livingston Avenue, Suite 104, 
Livingston, NJ 07039 for professional appraisal and consulting services in an amount not to 
exceed $1,000.00.   

2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Services” pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et seq. and the local public contracts law. 

3. The total fee authorized for this contract shall not exceed $1,000.00 without the prior written 
approval of the Township Council. 

4. That a notice of this action shall be published in accordance with law, and said notice to provide 
that the contract awarded and this resolution authorizing same are available for public inspection 
in the office of the Township Clerk.   

 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 13 

 
~ Resolution 2017 - 287 ~  

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC,  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR 2017-2018 SNOWPLOWING SERVICES 
AMENDED 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford advertised for the receipt of sealed competitive bids to 

be received on August 25, 2017 for 2017-2018 Snowplowing Services; and 
WHEREAS, said bids have been duly reviewed and analyzed by the Engineering Division and the 

Township Attorney; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Supervising Engineering Aide has submitted a written recommendation for the 
award of contracts to vendors whose bids have been found to be in proper form and in compliance with 
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.5 and the specifications as written, noting Special Rates for trucks 
and equipment to be used if and when needed per rates bid; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Attorney has rendered an opinion; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified as to the availability of funds, said funds to 
be encumbered from account number 01-201-26-294-364. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 

Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Township Clerk be and are hereby 
authorized to execute contracts for 2017-2018 Snow Plowing Services pursuant to the recommendation 
and in accordance with the following outline: 
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CONTRACTOR 

# 
TRKS 

$ Per Hr 
Class 1 

$ Per Hr 
Class 2 

1 
Cowboys 
Landscaping 

3 $108.50 $108.50 

2 
Bruce Corbett 
Excavating Inc. 

3 $109.75 $115.50 

4 
J.D. Ragonese, Jr. 
Excavating 

2 $111.00 $116.00 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution and these contracts shall be available for public 

inspection in the office of the Township Clerk. 
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 14 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 288 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY ENDORSING THE SUBMITTAL OF A LOAN APPLICATION TO BE MADE BY UPPER 
GREENWOOD LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION INC. (UGLPOA) TO THE STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DIVISION OF DAM SAFETY & 
FLOOD CONTROL UNDER THE 2004 LAKE AND STREAM RESTORATION LOAN PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the Upper Greenwood Lake Property Owners Association Inc. (UGLPOA) is a 

private lake association located in West Milford Township, Passaic County, New Jersey; and 
 

WHEREAS, Upper Greenwood Lake Property Owners Association Inc. desires to further the 
public interest by obtaining a loan from the State of New Jersey in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to fund 
the dredging and rehabilitation of the Upper Greenwood Lake; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the UGLPOA Inc. authorizes and hereby agrees to 
complete the lake dredging project and reimburse the State in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of the loan agreement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the UGLPOA Inc. agree to provide a guarantee on the 
payment of the loan to the Township, said guarantee to be executed by all parties prior to the execution of 
the loan agreement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Upper Greenwood Lake Property Owners Association Inc. agrees to comply with 
all applicable federal, state, and municipal laws, rules and regulations in its performance pursuant to the 
agreement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Dam 
Safety & Flood Control Restoration Loan offers loans to private entities to effectuate such dredging with 
the condition that the municipality within which the lake is located co-signs the loan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford has determined that the Dam Safety & Flood Control 
Restoration Loan is the most cost effective method to provide the funding necessary to dredge and 
rehabilitate the lake. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford does hereby endorse only the application for a DEP loan to effectuate dredging and  rehabilitation 
of the Upper Greenwood Lake in the Township of West Milford; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Upper Greenwood Lake Property Owners Association Inc. 
shall provide the Township with a complete copy of their loan application.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Council of the Township of West Milford does 
hereby authorize UGLPOA Inc. the submission of an loan application to New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 2004 Lake and Stream Restoration Loan Program under the provisions of the 
Division of Dam Safety and Flood Control.   
 
Approved: September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 15 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 289 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY AUTHORIZING REFUND OF RECREATION FEES 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY 
 
Minutes of:       Governing Body Workshop Meeting 
Date of Meeting: September 6, 2017 
Time of Meeting:        6:30 pm 
Minute Page No: Page 21 of 25 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the following recreational fees upon the report of the Director of 
Community Services and Recreation be refunded: 
 

Day Camp Week 8 

Gretchen $120.00 
Laura Ileczko 

1509 Macopin Road 
West Milford, NJ 07480 

Chair Aerobics Sept/Oct 

Merry $15.00 
Merry Eggerling 

25 Cleveland Drive 
West Milford, NJ  07480 

Fall Soccer 

Danny $70.00 
Marjory Yacco 

9 Bushwick Lane 
West Milford, NJ  07480 

Soccer 

Sophia $80.00 
John Salvi 

230 Point Breeze Drive 
Hewitt, NJ 07421 

 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 16 

 
~ Resolution 2017 – 290 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENTS 
 
 WHEREAS, there appears on the tax records overpayment as shown below and the Collector of 
Taxes recommends the refund of such overpayment. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proper officers be and they are hereby 
authorized and directed to issue checks refunding such overpayment as shown below: 
 

REASON: MIS-DIRECTED PAYMENT 
 

Block/Lot Name Amount Year 

03903-005 

Township of West Milford 
Finance Department 

1480 Union Valley Road 
West Milford, NJ 07480 

$409.21 2017 

TOTAL $409.21  
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 17 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 291 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY AUTHORIZING REFUND OF CLERK’S OFFICE FEES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following Clerk’s Office fees upon the report of the Township Clerk be 
refunded: 
 

Event Amount  Payee 

Raffle Application 2017-21 $20.00 
A Life For Brian, Inc. 

PO Box 32 
Haskell, NJ 07420 

 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 

 Agenda No. XI 18 
 

~ Resolution 2017- 292 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE AT PRIVATE SALE 

BLOCK 17101, LOT 6 
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WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes has reported to the Township Council the offer of James 
Skubus to acquire by assignment the following tax lien certificate held by the Township of West Milford. 
 

Lien Certificate  Date of Sale Block / Lot Amount Due 
16-0096  10-11-16   17101-6 $1,108.95 

 
 WHEREAS, the said James Skubus has paid to the Collector of Taxes the sum of $1,108.95 

representing the amount due on said Certificates, together with subsequent liens thereon; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that September 6, 2017 at 6:30 P.M. prevailing time at the West Milford Town 
Hall, be set as the date, time and place when and where the Township Council shall take action on the 
said offers of James Skubus and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Collector of Taxes be and hereby is directed, 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-112 and 5-113, to publish such notice in the Herald News, mail such notice and 
post such notices as shall be required by law prior to any action as shall be taken by the Township 
Council on said offer. 
 
Introduced:  September 6, 2017 

Agenda No. XI 19 
 

~ Resolution 2017- 293 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE AT PRIVATE SALE 

BLOCK 6603, LOT 14 
 

WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes has reported to the Township Council the offer of Gregg and 
Judy Kehr to acquire by assignment the following tax lien certificate held by the Township of West Milford. 
 

Lien Certificate  Date of Sale Block / Lot Amount Due 
14-0049  10-14-14   6603 / 14 $1,748.73 

 
WHEREAS, the said Gregg and Judy Kehr has paid to the Collector of Taxes the sum of 

$1,748.73 representing the amount due on said Certificates, together with subsequent liens thereon; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that September 6, 2017 at 6:30 P.M. prevailing time at the West Milford Town 
Hall, be set as the date, time and place when and where the Township Council shall take action on the 
said offers of Gregg and Judy Kehr and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Collector of Taxes be and hereby is directed, 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-112 and 5-113, to publish such notice in the Herald News, mail such notice and 
post such notices as shall be required by law prior to any action as shall be taken by the Township 
Council on said offer. 
 
Introduced:  September 6, 2017  

Agenda No. XI 20 
 

~ Resolution 2017 – 294 ~ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP 

AND GOVDEALS.COM FOR THE ON-LINE SALE OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED 
FOR PUBLIC USE AND FOR THE SALE OF SEIZED OR FORFEITED PROPERTY 

 
 WHEREAS, on December 3, 2008 by virtue of Local Finance Notice 2008-21 the State of New 
Jersey, Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services promulgated a list of 
five approved vendors authorized to enter into contracts for the sale of surplus property without having to 
first obtain Division approval; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford anticipates the need to engage such services for the 
sale of surplus property as well as seized and forfeited property; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator has recommended that the Township of West Milford 
engage the services of GovDeals.com, a vendor who is on the State approved list to provide such 
services; 
 

WHEREAS, compensation for these services shall be in accordance with the provisions for same 
contained in the contract which is on file in the Office of the Township Clerk; and 
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WHEREAS, as a result of such terms, a certification of funds is not required. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic and State of New Jersey that the Mayor and the Municipal Clerk are hereby 
authorized to execute an agreement with the GovDeals.com; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Township Official(s) requesting permission to sell used and 
confiscated Township property through GovDeals.com are hereby instructed to coordinate all sales with 
the Township Clerk in accordance with the procedures established and promulgated by the State of New 
Jersey, Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services.  
 

Adopted:  September 6, 2017 

   Agenda No. XI 21 

~ Resolution 2017 – 251 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF MUNICIPALITY-OWNED PROPERTY IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OUTLINED IN THE NJ STATE CONTRACT WITH 

GOVDEALS.COM 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157 and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6, the 
Township of West Milford may sell any municipality-owned property at a public auction, no longer needed 
for public use; and 
 

WHEREAS, the sales are being conducted pursuant to the Division of Local Government 
Services’ Local Finance Notices 2008-9 and 2008-21; and  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 and the Division of Local Government 
Services’ Local Finance Notice 2008-9 outline specific advertising requirements to provide for 
transparency and public participation in such sales; and 
 

WHEREAS, prior to the commencement of such sale, GovDeals.com shall confirm that the 
Township Clerk is appraised of all necessary information to provide such public notice and the date of 
sale shall be such that there is sufficient time within the law to advertise in the Township’s official 
newspaper. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Council of the Township of 
West Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, that the Township is hereby authorized to sell the 
municipality-owned vehicle as indicated below on the Schedule “A” Property Auction Manifest, on an 
online auction website entitled www.GovDeals.com; and  

 Schedule A - Property Auction Manifest  

YEAR DESCRIPTION VIN # 

2010 FORD CR VIC POLICE INTERCEPTOR 4D 2FABP7BV9AX131894 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the terms and conditions of the agreement entered into 
between GovDeals.com, and the Township of West Milford are available at www.GovDeals.com and in 
the Office of the Township Clerk; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded by the 
Township Clerk to the Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, and that 
a notice will be published in the official newspaper in accordance with the requirements for same. 
 
Adopted:  September 6, 2017 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   McGuinness (Resolution 2017-287), Signorino (Resolution 2017-287) 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. XII 
Approval of Expenditures 

~ Resolution No. 2017 – 295 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF BILLS 
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WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has submitted to the members of the Township Council a 
report listing individual disbursement checks prepared by his office in payment of amounts due by the 
Township. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Treasurer’s report of checks 
prepared by him be approved and issued as follows: 

Acct # Account Name Amount 

1 Current Account $486,831.71 

3 Reserve Account 75.89 

2 Grants 3,425.90 

6 Refunds 714.21 

1 General Ledger 75.30 

26 Refuse 138,564.38 

4 Capital 40,894.84 

19 Animal Control 165.10 

19 Heritage Trust 1,498.75 

19 Open Space Trust 0.00 

19 Trust 6,850.12 

19 COAH 0.00 

16 Development Escrow 9,167.00 

19 Tax Sale Trust 0.00 

21 Assessment Trust 0.00 

 Special Reserve 0.00 

Total  $688,263.20 

Less Refund Resolution -714.21 

Actual Bills List $687,548.99 

Other Payments   

P/R # 17 580,830.78 

Total Expenditures $1,268,379.77 

 
Adopted: September 6, 2017 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  McGuinness 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Hensley, Wagner, McGuinness, Signorino, Lichtenberg 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. XIII 
 
Reports of Administrator, Mayor and Council Members 
 
Councilman Hensley – Thanked the EDC for promoting the awards.  
 
Councilman McGuinness – Wished the children good luck in school and asked for support for the Autumn 
Lights Festival.  
 
Councilman Signorino – Congratulated both businesses on the EDC Awards and wished the children 
good luck in school. He asked if they started to tally the work that the County is doing in West Milford. 
Administrator Battaglia said there is a letter on the Cloud that was sent to the County Administrator with 
his request. Councilman Signorino said he would like to keep track of the County’s contributions to the 
Township. He congratulated the West Milford Pony Football. 
 
Councilman Wagner – Said he has not seen any bike lanes in any of the repaved roads. He requested 
sending an email to the County Administrator for a quick response. Administrator Battaglia said the 
County meeting was for the purpose of the Highlands Preserve. She asked the Governing Body if they 
wanted to wait to adopt the Resolution on the next agenda.  
She explained that they County sent their annual request regarding road projects. The Engineering 
Department requested assistance on the components of those road specifications and what’s missing. 
She noted that the response is on the Cloud.  
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg – Noted that on Saturday CASA is sponsoring a family movie night at 
Bubbling Springs at 7:30 p .m. The Lakes Committee will be reviewing their dam emergency plans at their 
meeting on September 18th. All the lakes will be sending a representative to the meeting. She noted the 
dates that there will be alternating traffic patterns for the center line strips on the roads. 
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Councilwoman Erik – Asked if the Board of Education subcommittee held any meetings and if the Facility 
Assessment Committee still exists. Councilman Signorino noted that the Facility Assessment Committee 
met a few weeks ago. He said the Board of Education subcommittee should schedule a meeting. 
Councilman Signorino explained that they have gone out to bid for a contract and they only received one. 
They agreed at the meeting to rebid to get other architects so they can compare. Councilwoman Erik said 
somebody pointed out the roof in the old eating area at the recreation center. Councilman Wagner said 
that area should be roped off.  Councilman Hensley noted the dates of the Township wide Garage Sale. 
 
Mayor Bieri – Requested a follow-up on the Warwick Turnpike Bridge construction. Administrator 
Battaglia explained they passed the original completion date because the utility company’s coordinating 
the movement of the utility poles.  
 
Administrator Battaglia – Said the Stowaway Association has been in touch with the municipality and they 
submitted a petition for an assessment for the bridge. She asked them for a report from an engineer. She 
received it by email and she forwarded it onto the Township Engineering Department. She received the 
petition from a large percentage of the residents. They had a lot of questions regarding ownership and 
Township roads. She said she will refer back to the Governing Body to seek guidance. Councilwoman 
Erik asked if it was the single lane wood bridge and Administrator Battaglia replied in the affirmative. 
Administrator Battaglia said the purpose is to address the bridge and if they are seeking an investment 
program the Township would have to address the bridge. She noted the date and time of the 911 
Ceremony.  
 
Mr. Semrau – Said the meeting was a milestone. He thought the questions from the Governing Body to 
Suez were on point and the answers were clear from the perspective MUA purchaser.  
 

Agenda No. XIV 
Appointments and Resignations 

~ Resolution 2017 – 296~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY ACCEPTING RESIGNATIONS TENDERED 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford that they do hereby 
accept the following resignation tendered to the Township: 
Name    Position      Date Tendered 
William Cytowicz  Economic Development Commission   August 28, 2017 

Citizen Member 
Term expires 12/31/18 

Adopted:  September 6, 2017 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. XV 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Governing Body adjourned the meeting 
at 12:28 a.m. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Signorino 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Approved: October 4, 2017 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
______________________________ 
Sherry Zbrzeski, Clerk Typist 

________________________________________ 
MAYOR BETTINA BIERI, PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
ANTOINETTE BATTAGLIA, TOWNSHIP CLERK 


