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The Workshop Meeting of the West Milford Township Council was called to order by Mayor Bettina Bieri. 
 
Adequate Notice Statement 
Mayor Bieri read the following statement: 
Please note that in accordance with Chapter 231, Public Laws of 1975 of New Jersey, adequate advance 
notice of this Workshop meeting was advertised in the Herald News in its issue of December 20, 2009; and 
January 10, 2010 copies were provided to the Suburban Trends, the Record, Star Ledger, and Greenwood 
Lake News and posted continuously on the bulletin board in the main corridor of the Town Hall and on file 
in the Office of the Township Clerk. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Bieri led all in attendance in a salute to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Councilmembers, Philip Weisbecker, Joseph Smolinski, Michael Ramaglia, Robert Nolan, 

Marilyn Lichtenberg, Daniel Jurkovic, Mayor Bettina Bieri. 
Absent:  None. 
Also Present:   Township Administrator Kevin Boyle, Township Clerk Antoinette Battaglia, and 

Township Frederick Semrau 
 

Agenda No. II 
 
Reading of or Approval of Unapproved Minutes 
Councilman Weisbecker moved to adopt the following Meeting Minutes as presented: 
 
March 17, 2010 Regular Meeting 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded: Nolan 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. III 
Meetings 
Mayor Bieri noted the future meeting schedule: 
 
July 21, 2010 Regular Meeting     August 4, 2010 Workshop Meeting 
August 18, 2010 Regular Meeting    September 1, 2010 Workshop Meeting 
 

Agenda No.IV 
Presentations 
Liquor License Transfer – Person-to-Person, Murapaul Corp. t/a Island of Spirits to Hplay West Milford 
Liquors, LLC – the municipal clerk directed the Council to a memo in their packet advising that all 
approvals have been obtained and this application was found to be complete and in order.  Bennett 
Wassertom Esq. addressed the Council advising that he represents the proposed new owner of this 
license, Mrs. Patel.  Mrs. Patel also addressed the Council advising that she has been a business woman 
for fifteen years and she provided details of some of her business ventures.  She proposes to continue to 
operate this business as it has been run in the past and is committed to enhancing this community.  She 
plans to install a state of the art security system to identify any underage person wishing to purchase 
goods in her establishment.   
 
Green Team – David Watson-Hallowell addressed the Council from the podium and distributed a 
PowerPoint presentation for their edification.  Mr. Watson-Hallowell provided a definition of what a 
sustainable community is and he stated that we cannot continue to live as we have been without 
compromising the ability of future generations to survive.  He stated that Sustainable Jersey is a 
certification and incentive program for municipalities in New Jersey which promotes balancing the need to 
take care of the environment with economic concerns and the needs of society.  For most people, this 
means that we can provide our successors with the same quality of life we now enjoy.  He reviewed the 
history of Sustainable Jersey and advised that Sustainable West Milford is a non-profit organization that 
has been in existence for four years.   He listed the organizations that participate in the Sustainable 
Jersey program stating that the goal of the program is to go green, save money and sustain quality of life 
in the long term.  The program gives direction to municipalities on how to become sustainable and 
communities that are certified have greater access to grants both from private sources and those 
sponsored by the State of New Jersey.  He reviewed some sustainable actions already taken by 
Sustainable West Milford to qualify for this program and stated that the formation of a green team is 
mandatory for those communities who wish to receive such certification.  He listed some of the municipal 
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priority actions that would be required for sustainable action.  He stated that the proposed green team is 
strictly an advisory committee and is a subcommittee of the Environmental Commission.  He stated that 
the model resolution was chosen specifically to allow for community representation and participation 
without need of appointment.  He stated that the green team needs the support and endorsement of the 
Township Council to make larger projects a reality.   
 
Council President Smolinski stated that there appears to be a communication breakdown in this matter.  
The Council should know the exact goals of the committee and the related impact to the community.  
Councilman Jurkovic agreed adding that the proposed water ordinance is part of a greater plan, 
something he learned by visiting the Sustainable Jersey website.  While he supports some of the 
initiatives listed on this website, others are of concern.  However, these initiatives and priorities have not 
been discussed with the Council and he would like an opportunity to sit with Mr. Watson-Hallowell to go 
through the list, understand the team’s goals, give input from the Council and understand the entire plan.   
 
Mr. Watson-Hallowell stated that the team’s goal is to obtain bronze certification this year but they need 
the Council’s endorsement by virtue of this resolution to achieve that goal.  The team proposes to apply 
for a $25,000 grant from Sustainable New Jersey to educate residents about sustainable building 
techniques.  Councilman Jurkovic commended the team’s dedication but lamented that they have not 
provided the Council with the overall plan.  Councilman Nolan asked Mr. Watson-Hallowell to provide the 
Clerk’s office with a schedule of proposed meetings as well as copies of the meeting minutes on a regular 
basis.  Councilman Weisbecker stated that he would like to receive input from the Environmental 
Commission prior to the Council taking formal action on a resolution which proposes to endorse a 
subcommittee of that body.  Mr. Watson-Hallowell stated that he will ask the Environmental Commission 
Chair person, Steve Sangle, to send a memorandum to the Township Administrator for distribution to the 
Governing Body.  In response to Councilman Ramaglia, Mr. Watson-Hallowell stated that he has 
experienced frustration with efforts to have a water restriction ordinance adopted.  He explained how that 
proposed legislation evolved advising that the green team supported the concept.  They thought the water 
conservation ordinance was reasonable, not cumbersome or draconian.  Councilman Jurkovic stated that 
the Council merely seeks to be kept informed.  They did not know that the water conservation ordinance 
had been distributed to so many groups.  It was submitted to Council after it had been widely circulated 
and the Council was not aware that such detailed effort had been vested into legislation that was never 
broached with the elected officials.  However, after the fact and by doing his own research online, he 
learned that the green team would be eligible to earn additional credits if the Township had adopted a 
water conservation ordinance.  Because ordinances are legal documents, the Governing Body has an 
obligation to ensure that such proposed legislation includes definitions.  The ordinance placed before the 
Council had a number of deficiencies.  Mr. Watson-Hallowell stated that the resolution supporting the 
green team does not compel the municipality to any commitments and will not incur any costs.   
 
The Council thanked Mr. Watson-Hallowell for attending tonight’s meeting.   
 
Shared Services – Mr. Roger Staib, Government Strategy Group addressed the Council.  Mr. Staib 
advised that his firm has received a contract through Passaic County and funded by the State of New 
Jersey to facilitate shared services throughout the state.  He advised that this is a grant process 
emanating from the Department of Community Affairs which resulted in a competitive bidding process 
administered through Passaic County.  The State has awarded $98,000 for this one-year contract.  The 
objective of this grant initiative is to reduce costs without cutting efficiency. His contract requires him to 
initiate discussions with various public entities to foster alternatives to current methods of conducting 
business.  His firm will act as a facilitator rather than to give direction.  He stated that shared services 
provides cost saving opportunities and host opportunities when an entity has the means to be the lead 
agency in a shared services situation.  He has been working to determine if there are services that can be 
provided to municipal entities by County government.  He commended Administrator Boyle for helping 
him develop thoughts and he has had three regional meetings across Passaic County where he received 
a lot of input and ideas were shared.  As a result, he is preparing an efficiency study which will be 
completed by public entities to qualify and quantify all the information gathered.  The next step will be to 
assess the needs of specific communities, adjacent communities, county and school districts.  He will 
seek to schedule workshop discussions with business administrators and will request consideration of a 
commodities sale resolution to facilitate the purchase of certain supplies.  He stated that many 
municipalities, in the past and under other grant initiatives, have conducted court and dispatch merger 
studies.  He stated that his company has the templates for such studies. 
 

Agenda No. V 
Proclamations 
None. 

Agenda No. VI 
 
Public Comments 
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Mayor Bieri opened the meeting to the public after advising that there is a five-minute limit for each 
speaker. 
 
Renee Alessio, Upper Greenwood Lake stated that she is happy to hear the Council discuss a water 
conservation ordinance which is legislation she supports.  She stated that current weather conditions and 
the long term forecast warrant such an ordinance.  Already, certain municipalities are restricting water 
usage and the DEP is urging conservation.  The West Milford MUA was instructed by the DEP that their 
users must restrict outside water usage.  She asked if the Township will be issuing an advisory.  She 
asked for Council support for the sustainable Wal-Mart grant.  She expressed concern about the 
Tennessee Gas Line project that is currently underway in Ringwood and coming through West Milford.   
 
Wendy Watson-Hallowell, Upper Greenwood Lake thanked and commended Mayor Bieri for her efforts to 
successfully lobby for restoration of watershed aid to West Milford.   
 
There being no more comments from the public Councilman Nolan moved to close the public portion of 
the meeting. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Nolan      Seconded:  Weisbecker 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:    
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. VII 
Council Comments 
 
Councilman Jurkovic stated that the DEP website breaks various water sources down by category.  The 
DEP is more concerned with the length of time people utilize water sprinklers than the time of day they are 
utilized.   
 
Council President Smolinski stated that he received a reverse-911 call from the Sheriff’s office about water 
restrictions and it made no mention of the MUA.  Ridgewood, he said, has banned all outside watering.  He 
asked if West Milford will be utilizing reverse-911 to educate residents.   
 
Mayor Bieri stated that West Milford had 100% of the watershed aid restored and she thanked the 
legislators who made that decision after hearing the message.  She stated that it was interesting to attend 
those hearings and learn about the multiple issues facing New Jersey municipalities. 
 

Agenda No. VIII 
Discussion Items 
 

1) League Discussion Items – Administrator Boyle directed the Council to a memo from the 
Township Attorney in 2009 with a list of possible topics for NJLM consideration.  Councilman 
Nolan received consensus to have each Council member review the list, ranking the top four 
discussion items and advising the Administrator of each ranking.  He further requested that 
this ranking be discussed at the next workshop meeting.    

2) Green Energy Subcommittee – Councilman Jurkovic stated that he has been discussing and 
contemplating the practicality of green energy initiatives in town and he has talked about solar 
and wind energy.  There are companies that rent land for such uses and he would like the 
Council to establish a committee to identify municipal property, if it exists, that could be put to 
such use.  This would generate revenue for West Milford and promote the concept of green 
energy.  Councilman Weisbecker asked that the Environmental Commission be afforded an 
opportunity to weigh in on the matter and Councilman Nolan requested that staff be directed 
to review, comment and report back to Council on this topic.  The Council agreed with all 
requests and asked Administrator Boyle to have responses from staff and the Environmental 
Commission at the September workshop meeting.   

3) NJ League of Municipality Position on Governor’s Cap – Administrator Boyle asked that this 
discussion be deferred to a later workshop because the information is constantly changing 
and being updated.  The Council agreed.   

4) 604(b) Sampling Scope of Work – Administrator Boyle advised that he is seeking consensus 
to present Council with a resolution at the next meeting to allow Princeton Hydro to proceed 
with the initial phase of a project which will ultimately result in the installation of monitoring 
wells on Township property at Greenwood Lake and Belchers Creek.  The DEP has worked 
closely with the Township of this program and we will seek additional grant money throughout 
the various phases of this project.  The Council gave consensus to proceed.    

5) Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP) Easements – Administrator Boyle stated that TGP has 
requested to increase the size of their current easements on the Wallisch property.  He is 
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awaiting receipt of environmental information from them and asked that this discussion be 
deferred to a future date.  The proposed expansion of the existing easement would not affect 
vegetation or the Ramapo mitigation project.  While he does not recall how much TGP offered 
to pay the Township, he advised that the Tax Assessor has opined that the offer is reasonable 
and the Township Attorney added that this amount can be negotiated.     

6) Greenwood Lake Commission / Letter of 6/15/10 – Administrator Boyle advised that the 
Greenwood Lake Bi-State Commission has sent a letter regarding the proposed drawdown of 
the lake and they have indicated that they will view a non-response as no objection.  
Councilman Weisbecker asked if any mention has been made about an access bridge to 
Storms Island.  Mr. Boyle advised that they are awaiting approval and funding from the DEP 
and Councilman Weisbecker cautioned that the residents of Storms Island need an answer.  
Mr. Semrau stated that the Commission is seeking affirmative action from the Council and, as 
such, the Council may need a professional opinion.  The Council instructed Mr. Boyle to 
advise that Commission that they need additional time, at least until after the July 21

st
 Council 

meeting and they further instructed him to obtain an opinion from Princeton Hydro on this 
matter.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

7) Ordinance – Wind Energy – Mr. Semrau advised that this proposed legislation was initiated by 
the Planning Board with input from the Environmental Commission.  He drafted this ordinance 
to be consistent with the goals of the forthcoming master plan and to that end he conferred 
with the Township Planner, Chuck McGroarty.  The Planning Board does not want to see such 
uses in residential areas but would rather see initial projects located in commercial zones.  
Anyone wishing to install a wind energy system in a residential zone would have to seek a 
zoning waiver and, if the ordinance is adopted, the Zoning Board would have the authority to 
grant a variance.  Councilman Jurkovic stated that he spent a lot of time this past weekend 
researching wind towers and he will forward his research to the Township Administrator.  With 
that in mind, he asked that this discussion be deferred to a future workshop when the Council 
will have the benefit of that information.  The Council agreed.   

8) Ordinance – Accept Sidewalk Easement Block 6303 Lot 18 – Administrator Boyle recalled that 
this matter was placed on a prior agenda at which time the Council sought additional 
information.  He directed them to a memorandum from the Attorney’s office and the Council 
gave consensus to proceed to introduction at the next meeting.   

9) Ordinance – Lawn Watering -  
10) Resolution – Temporary Budget –  Mr. Boyle stated that watershed aid has been restored and 

as a result he has scheduled meeting with the Township Auditor to work on the budget which 
he hopes to have ready for adoption on August 4

th
.  He asked that the Council direct any 

questions to him before the next meeting at which time he will seek Council approval of the 
budget.  Mayor Bieri asked about funding for a new police officer and terminal pay for retirees.  
Mr. Boyle advised that he will have the CFO provide detailed information about those matters.    

11) Resolution – ANJEC Grant and Source of Matching Funds – Administrator Boyle advised that 
the Township generally maintains an account to fund matching contributions for grant 
applications.  However, those funds were not allocated in the municipal budget and the 
Environmental Commission is seeking permission to utilize open space funds to apply for an 
ANJEC grant which requires matching funds.  Mr. Semrau advised that this would require a 
resolution authorizing the submission of the grant application which resolution would dictate 
the source of funding to be allocated for this purpose.   

12) Resolution – Deferred Compensation Plan Amendments – the Council gave consensus to 
proceed with a resolution for the next meeting.   

13) Resolution – Treatment Works Approval (TWA) Block 15803 Lot 4 – Mr. Semrau advised that 
the Health Department advised him in June that this property requires a TWA application 
requiring governing body consent to be processed by the DEP.  He has reviewed the 
parameters of the application and this is not an expansion of use.  Once a system exceeds 
usage of 2,000 gallons per day the property owner must seek DEP approval for the system.  
The Health Director is recommending that the Council approve this application and he has 
certified that everything else is in order.  The property owner’s attorney and engineer were 
invited to address the Council and Otto Blasek, Esq. spoke on behalf of the Mrs. Nicholson.  
He advised that his client has been waiting for about three years to rent a unit from which she 
evicted a massage parlor.  She has complied with all requirements and requests from 
Township officials.  It took considerable time to proceed through the processes at the planning 
and zoning boards.  Mrs. Nicholson’s engineer, Douglas McKittrick, advised that there are two 
buildings on this property.  He stated that the DEP, through the administrative code, allocates 
gallonage based on use of the building and they have calculated the usage to be 2,407 
gallons per day.  Thus the need for this permit application.  The current system is comprised 
of three cesspools which will be converted to an updated septic system with tanks and fields 
and will be located 63’ from the well on the property.  The DEP requires Council consent to 
approve the application although such consent does not constitute approval of the plans just 
the submission of the application.  

14) Resolution – Settle Tax Appeals – Mr. Semrau advised that he has prepared a resolution 
authorizing the settlement of certain residential appeals based on the recommendation of the 
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Tax Assessor who negotiated the settlements and confirmed his recommendation.  The 
Council gave consensus to proceed.   

15) Contract – 2010 Crack Sealing – Morris County Cooperative – Mr. Boyle advised that 
approval of this contract will allow the Township to effectuate ten miles of crack sealing which 
will extend the life of the respective roadways before a need for major repairs.  Council gave 
consensus to proceed.   

 
Agenda No. IX 

Action Items 
The Township Council took action on the following items: 
 
 

Agenda No. IX 1 
 

~ Resolution No. 2010-213 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY ENDORSING A GREEN TEAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE (GTAC) 

 
HELD FOR FUTURE MEETING 

 
Agenda No. IX 2 

 
~ Resolution No. 2010-249 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY OF SUPPORT FROM LOCAL GOVERNING BODY AUTHORIZING THE SUSTAINABLE 

JERSEY™ GRANT FUNDED BY WAL-MART 
 

WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring 
that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and 
 

WHEREAS, Township of West Milford strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and 
water, improve working and living environments; and 
 

WHEREAS, Township of West Milford is participating in the Sustainable Jersey Program; and  
 

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources to 
municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program called 
the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by Wal-Mart and; 
 

THEREFORE, the West Milford Governing Body of the Township of West Milford has determined 
that Township of West Milford should apply for the aforementioned Grant. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that West Milford’s Governing Body of the Township f West 
Milford, State of New Jersey, authorize the submission of the aforementioned Sustainable Jersey Grant 
funded by Wal-Mart. 
 
Adopted:  July 7, 2010 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstain: None.   
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. IX 3 
 

~ Resolution No. 2010-250 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY PROVIDING CONSENT TO A PROJECT AT BLOCK 15803, LOT 4, 4-8 OAKRIDGE ROAD IN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD WHICH REQUIRES A TREATMENT WORKS APPLICATION TO 

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

 WHEREAS, Patricia Nicholson is the owner of property known as 4-8 Oakridge Road, in the 
Township of West Milford which is known as Block 15803, Lot 4; and 
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 WHEREAS, Ms. Nicholson has made application for a mixed residential and retail use with a 
combined wastewater flow of 2407 gallons per day; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant has proposed a septic alteration with no expansion or change in use for 
a facility that exceeds 2000 gallons per day; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for all design flows that exceed 2000 gallons per day, the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection requires a Treatment Works Permit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Health Officer has reviewed the Treatment Works application 
submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection on behalf of the aforementioned property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Health Officer has certified, as part of the Statement of Consent, that 
the application proposed conforms with the requirements of all municipal ordinances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Health Officer, by way of memorandum dated June 8, 2010, has 
advised that the application is in order from the standpoint of the Township’s Health Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, approval for a Treatment Works application requires the municipality to, by way of 
Resolution, consent to the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a copy of the application is on file in the West Milford Township Health Department; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Health Officer recommends to the Mayor and Township Council that it 
in fact consent to this application.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of West Milford, County of Passaic, 
State of New Jersey hereby consents to the Treatment Works Application as submitted for the property 
known as 4-8 Oakridge Road, Block 15803, Lot 4 with respect to a septic alteration. 
 
Adopted:  July 7, 2010 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstain: None.   
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. IX 4 
 

~ Resolution No. 2010-253 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC,  
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL AND ACCEPTANCE OF A  

PASSAIC COUNTY CULTURAL HERITAGE COUNCIL RE-GRANT FOR THE  
DEVELOPMENT OF A SERIES OF CULTURAL EVENTS DURING 2011 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of West Milford has determined that there is a 
need for cultural events for residents of all ages and abilities; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Passaic County Cultural and Heritage Council has grant monies available that 
may be used to assist the Township in realizing this goal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the West Milford Recreation Department has developed a series of cultural programs 
that could benefit from these funds; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford hereby authorizes the submittal of a Passaic County Cultural and Heritage Grant in the amount of 
$5,000.00 with a cash match of $2,500.00 and an in-kind match of $2,500.00 for the purpose of planning, 
scheduling and conducting several cultural events in the Township during 2011 and; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor or the Township Administrator be authorized and 
directed to arrange for the acceptance of said grant. 
 
Adopted: July 7, 2010 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstain: None.   
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. X 
Approval of Expenditures 

~ Resolution No. 2010-251 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF BILLS  
 

WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has submitted to the members of the Township Council a 
report listing individual disbursement checks prepared by his office in payment of amounts due by the 
Township. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Treasurer’s report of checks 
prepared by him be approved and issued as follows: 
  

Acct # Account Name Amount 

1 Current Account. . . . . . . . . . . .            $384,993.10 

2 Reserve Account . . . . . . . . . .              1,265.90 

3 Animal Control Trust                         0.00 

6 Capital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           102,643.74 

7 Grants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       8,861.69                                                 

8 Refuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                150,977.30 

9 Refunds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     1,133.50 

12 General Ledger. . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             0.00                              

16 Heritage Trust. . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              0.00 

14 Open Space Trust                      950.00 

17 Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           3,022.20                                                    

18 Development Escrow. . . . . . . . .                                  0.00                                                        

19 LOSAP 0.00 

20 Special Reserve 0.00 

Total                  $653,847.43 

$Less Refund Resolution - 1,133.50                                                     

Actual Bill List                                  $652,713.93                                                   

Other Pyts Ck # 41947 Luers, Esq,  1,800.00 

Total Expenditures                       $654,513.93                                               
 
Adopted:  July 7, 2010 
 
Discussion: Councilman Nolan stated that Labor Counsel is being paid over $12,000, a large portion 
of which is to compensate for work done on the layoff plan.  He asked Administrator Boyle if there are 
sufficient appropriations for legal costs in the municipal budget.  Mr. Boyle stated that approximately 50% 
of the funds appropriated for legal services have been expended and he believes that there is sufficient 
funding to see the municipality through the remainder of the year.  Councilman Nolan stated that this is an 
example of why there is a need for civil service reform and he stated that the Council must make 
provisions for these expenditures especially if the legislature is going to enact a CAP.  Mr. Boyle stated 
that he monitors expenditures to ensure that we do not exceed appropriations. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Nolan 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Agenda No. XI 
Reports of Mayor, Administrator, Council Members, Attorney and Clerk 
 
Councilman Weisbecker stated that information distributed to Council in their packets would indicate that 
feral cats are killing endangered species of other wild animals.  He questioned if the Township’s 
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ordinance will be superseded if the Department of Fish & Wildlife proposes a resolution.  He stated that 
the Township’s code authorizes the Mayor to declare a state of emergency to limit water use and he 
asked Mr. Semrau to provide a legal opinion as to that section of the code.  Mr. Semrau advised that 
Township ordinances do provide for certain restrictions when there are drought conditions.  Such an 
emergency can be declared by the MUA, resolution of the Township Council or a proclamation from the 
Mayor.  Councilman Weisbecker expressed concern that declaring such an emergency would affect 
persons simply watering plants.  Mr. Semrau advised that the Council could designate authority to the 
Township Administrator to take action as necessary based on input from staff and professionals.  
Councilman Ramaglia recommended preparing a notification to be delivered to residents via a reverse 
911 telephone message and delegate authority to Administrator Boyle to declare an emergency if 
necessary.  Councilman Weisbecker made a motion to that effect.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Councilman Weisbecker asked Administrator Boyle why the Passaic County Sheriff is promulgating 
messages about Thunder in the Highlands which is a local event.  Mr. Boyle advised that the reverse 911 
system is administered by the Passaic County Sheriff’s office. The Township submits a request to the 
Sheriff and they take it from there.  The Township is not billed for this service which is funded by virtue of 
drug-confiscated funds.  Councilman Weisbecker asked Mr. Boyle for a status report on the proposed 
town center project and he asked Administrator Boyle if the Township has utilized all federal funds 
granted toward this project.  Mr. Boyle stated that he will contact Dewberry representatives for a status 
update.   
 
Council President Smolinski  asked residents to be mindful of those serving in the United States armed 
forces as we contemplate our discomfort with temperatures hovering around 100º.  Those men and 
women engage in physical activities in hotter climates without many of the amenities that we take for 
granted. He thanked them and their families.  He noted that the Township Planner, Chuck McGroarty, has 
advised the Council by memorandum that the Township is not required to update the open space plan.  
He stated that two weeks ago he toured the Greene property on Wooley Road with about six other 
people.  Everyone agreed that the Township should move forward with this acquisition.  He reiterated that 
the watershed aid is being restored and he thanked Senator Pennachio and Assemblymen DeCroce & 
Weber for their efforts.   
 
Councilman Nolan provided an overview of the formation of and the research done by the 
Telecommunication Committee whose membership recommended that the Township upgrade the 
telephone system.  Township personnel have met with vendors and the Committee met last week at 
which time they listened to three presentations.  They will meet again later this month and make a 
recommendation to Council.  The anticipated savings is approximately $5,000 per month.  He stated that 
Mayor Bieri sent letters to the professionals hired by the Township requesting financial concessions in 
light of these tough economic times.  He commended Mr. Semrau for making concessions despite the 
fact that he has not requested an increase since he was hired.  He asked Administrator Boyle to request 
that the Planning and Zoning Boards send out a similar request.  He stated that the Township now owns 
the Random Woods property and he has heard that in certain areas people have cut out openings onto 
the property and are parking cars there.  Mr. Semrau stated that he will look into that matter and added 
that he will also review the status of the well capping and soil testing. 
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg stated that the PAL fireworks will be held this Friday night.  She listed dates 
for upcoming concerts in the park to be held at Bubbling Springs and she advised that the library will be 
hosting a number of free events throughout the summer months.   
 
Mayor Bieri stated that the Random Woods acquisition has been discussed at length and has been 
heavily publicized.  This acquisition is very beneficial to the Township and is in accord with the Governing 
Body’s position that open space acquisitions provide for public recreational benefits.  This acquisition will 
ultimately result in a ball field being constructed either there or at another location in West Milford.  She 
thanked everyone who worked on this acquisition.  She listed those professionals who have responded to 
her request for rate concessions and thanked them for reducing their rates in response to her letter.  She 
asked Mr. Semrau to review the letter recently promulgated by the DEP about feral cats.  She interprets 
the letter as saying that the DEP is not taking a position put rather is simply stating that it is not good to 
have outdoor cats.  They will be hosting informational seminars on this topic. She stated that feral cats do 
exist and added that the TNR program impacts the feral cat population.   
 
Administrator Boyle stated that the Telecommunications Committee will be making a recommendation as 
indicated earlier by Councilman Nolan. He commended Brian Jenkins on his efforts in this regard and 
stated that the Township will likely save substantial dollars as a result.  He will have information at the 
next workshop meeting regarding the cable franchise renewal.  The 2010 application to Passaic County 
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for open space funds has been submitted and the public hearing is scheduled for July 21

st
.  He stated that 

representatives from FBI-Leeda will be onsite next Monday to meet with Mayor Bieri and certain staff 
members.  The field turf committee will meet tomorrow.  He stated that he has received approximately 14 
resumes for the CFO position and he will whittle those down to applications who hold the proper 
certifications.  He will be away next week and Mr. Wallace will serve as Administrator during his absence.   
 
Township Attorney Semrau stated that the legislature has addressed the issue of fees for copies by 
establishing a standard rate for all municipalities.  While there is no need to amend our ordinance, he will 
send a memo out to all departments.  He stated that the Land Conservancy gave a proposal of $12,000 
to update the open space plan and he has asked Mr. McGroarty for a proposal also.  As noted by Council 
President Smolinski, Mr. McGroarty does not believe that an update is required at this time so the council 
may wish to terminate that contract with the Land Conservancy.  He will have that information by the next 
meeting.  He stated that the Governing Body has authorized him to file a complaint about local mandates 
and watershed aid.  He waited to find out the ultimate funding decision before filing and with the 
restoration of that aid, there is no need to file at all.   
 

Agenda No. XII 
Appointments and Resignations 

~ Resolution No. 2010-252 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY ACCEPTING RESIGNATIONS TENDERED 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford that they do hereby 

accept the following resignations tendered to the Township: 
 

Name   Position      Date Tendered 
 

Jennifer Glatz  Beautification Advisory Committee  June 29, 2010 
Citizen Member  Term expiring December 31, 2010 

Adopted:  July 7, 2010 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Councilman Nolan nominated David M. Nussbaum to the Health Advisory Board.    Councilman 
Weisbecker made a motion to close and confirm.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Agenda No. XIII 
Executive Session  
None. 

Agenda No. XIV 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Township Council adjourned the meeting 
at 10:23 p.m. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker    Seconded:  Nolan 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Ramaglia, Nolan, Lichtenberg, Jurkovic. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Approved: January 19, 2011 
 

__________________________________________ 
MAYOR BETTINA BIERI, PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
 

__________________________________________ 
ANTOINETTE BATTAGLIA, TOWNSHIP CLERK 


