
 

TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD  

PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES         

May 28, 2009 

Regular Meeting 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Planning Board was opened at 7:33 pm by Chairman Andrew Gargano 
with a reading of the Legal Notice, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Present:   Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Richard McFadden, Douglas Ott, Chris 
Rosica, Geoffrey Syme, Councilman Philip Weisbecker, Alternates Michael Siesta 
and Kerry Goceljak, Chairman Andrew Gargano, Board Attorney Thomas 
Germinario, Board Planner Charles McGroarty, Board Engineer Paul Ferriero. 

Absent:   Clinton Smith. 

Chairman Gargano advised that Alternate Michael Siesta would sit in for absent Board member 
Clinton Smith.  

PUBLIC PORTION 

The Public Portion was opened by the Chairman.  With no one present wishing to address the 
Planning Board, the Public Portion was closed on a motion by Chris Rosica and a second by 
Councilman Weisbecker.  

PRESENTATIONS: 

WEST MILFORD MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
Awosting Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade and Bald Eagle Village 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Sludge Holding Tank Replacement 
“D-31” Information Presentation As Required By M.L.U.L. 

Township Attorney Thomas Germinario advised the Planning Board that the West Milford 
Municipal Utility Authority is a municipal entity that is exempt from site plan approval for the 
improvements that are intended for this property, however, a courtesy review is required for a 
non-binding review and recommendation by the Board.  Dennis Karakos of Cerenzio and Panaro 
was present to the address the Planning Board.  Also present was Judy Kehr, Director of Staff 
Operations, the M.U.A. Attorney Robert Baum, Carol Leva, Chief Engineer and Joe BonGiovanni, 
Senior Project Manager.    

Mr. Karakos reviewed the two projects for the Board, the Awosting Treatment Plant Upgrade, and 
the Sludge Holding Tank Replacement for Bald Eagle Village.  The Awosting plant currently 
serves 185 single homes in a Lake Residential zone.  The system is designed for 45,000 gallons a 
day, and is an activated sludge treatment process with filtration and ultraviolet disinfection, 
approximately 45 years old.  He reported that, historically, the system has been plagued by 
infiltration and inflow of approximately 1,000,000 gallons per day.  In 2001 and 2006 the M.U.A. 
renovated the system in phases, and replaced most of the collection system.  Infiltration and 
inflow was reduced to about 180,000 gallons per day.  Due to the age of the plant, the increased 
DEP permit requirements, and new technology, the M.U.A. plans to replace the existing plant 
with a new membrane biological reactor plant, salvaging the use of the existing equalization 
basin, plant building and filter building.  The new plant will treat 65,000 gallons a day, have a 
temporary wet weather treatment system, and will be able to treat peak flows and help alleviate 
overflows.  Currently overflows discharge as surface water into the Wanaque River; new overflows 
will be treated and phosphorous will be removed to less than .4 per liter, with other contaminants 
also addressed.  A Treatment Works Approval is anticipated from the NJDEP.  

Mr. Karakos reviewed the Bald Eagle Village Plant Sludge Holding Tank Replacement project for 
the 440-unit residential townhouse development.  The current enclosed plant is designed for 
100,000 gallons per day of wastewater treatment, and uses a rotating biological contactor 
process, with filtration and ultraviolet disinfection, and is now 25 years old, housed in 4 buildings 
with various equipment.  Mr. Karakos advised that the existing steel sludge storage tank is at the 
end of its life and must be replaced; it was rehabilitated about 10 years ago.  The replacement 
work will be performed inside the building, but temporary exterior tanks and piping will be 
utilized outside the building.  Construction will be limited to months that school is in session, 
with an anticipated August bid award with construction in the fall.  The M.U.A. intends to go to 
bid by June 24, 2009 to insure that the funding and approval aren’t jeopardized.   

Upon conclusion of the review, the Board members made several inquiries about the projects, 
including the funding amounts (approximately 50%), the number of house connections replaced 
by the homeowners (about 68) in Awosting, and whether there will be rate increases or 
assessments on the residents that use the systems (there will be rate increases).   

The meeting was opened to public comment by the Chairman and no one present wished to speak 
on this matter.  The Public Portion was closed on a motion by Councilman Philip Weisbecker 
and a second by Chris Rosica.   
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A Board member thanked the M.U.A. for the planned upgrades, adding that they were definitely 
necessary.  Mr. Germinario, Board Attorney, advised that the Board could make a non-binding 
resolution of their approval of the proposed plans. 

Motion by Councilman Philip Weisbecker with a second by Chris Rosica to approve the 
plans presented by the West Milford M.U.A. for the Awosting Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Upgrade and the Bald Eagle Village Wastewater Treatment Plant Sludge Holding Tank 
Replacement. 

Roll Call: Yes - Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Richard McFadden, Douglas Ott, 
Chris Rosica, Michael Siesta, Geoffrey Syme, Councilman Philip Weisbecker and 
Chairman Andrew Gargano. 

  No - None.        

SITE PLAN APPLICATION REVIEW WAIVERS – None. 

APPLICATIONS 

 TIME EXTENSIONS 

RICHARD SLIFER 
Preliminary and Final Site Plan #0620-0260AB 
Block 15701; Lot 34 
5 Allison Avenue; HC Zone 
Seeking: A One-Year Time Extension for Final Site Plan Approval. 

Richard Slifer, 62 Schofield Road, was present to address the Board regarding the request for a 
time extension of his preliminary and final site plan approval for 5 Allison Avenue.  Also present 
to address the board was Lorraine Slifer, his wife.  Mr. Germinario, Board Attorney, advised the 
Board that Mr. Slifer’s received site plan approval on May 24, 2007, and the approval expired on 
May 24, 2009 per the M.L.U.L.  Mr. Slifer testified that there were issues with the Health 
Department regarding drains in the center of a proposed septic field; approval was received by a 
previous owner for a new septic system.  Mr. Slifer noted that he repaired a broken pipe, drains 
and dry well in May 2008.  The Chairman inquired if there were any other issues he has had 
relating to this property and Mr. Slifer replied that he was ordered to appear in court regarding 
the unfinished project.  He stated that he had two potential purchasers interested in the property, 
but an extension of site plan approval was necessary in order for the sale to be considered.  Mr. 
Germinario advised Mr. Slifer that when he purchased the site at 5 Allison Avenue, it was an 
existing non-conforming use, and what he proposed with his plan made the lot more conforming, 
which was the basis for the prior Planning Board approval.  He then asked Mr. Slifer how far he 
proceeded with the commercial use of the site, and Mr. Slifer stated that he was prevented from 
using the site for commercial purposes.  Mr. Germinario advised that two new code violations 
were issued earlier that day.  Mr. Slifer stated that he was unaware of the violations, and 
commented that the issues in violation were taken care of in November.  Mr. Germinario also 
advised that the Zoning Officer had made an inspection of the site and took photos of the 
property.  Mr. Slifer testified that he was permitted by the judge to have diesel carpet trucks 
parked on the site due to the need for electrical service in cold weather.  Mr. Germinario inquired 
if there is a written order from the court and Mr. Slifer replied in the affirmative.  Mr. Slifer then 
testified that his property has been vandalized (fence, windows) possibly by surrounding property 
owners, and he has been unable to keep up with the repairs from the damages.  Mrs. Slifer 
commented that there had been several potential buyers interested in the property, but they were 
reluctant to purchase because of the unresolved issues with the Township.  She also commented 
about perceived reprisals on the part of the Township’s Zoning Officer towards Mr. Slifer.          

Mr. Germinario advised the Board that they should hold this request for a time extension in 
abeyance until all matters are resolved.  Councilman Weisbecker addressed Mr. Slifer regarding 
past Planning Board assistance in trying to move this project forward.  He stated that he had 
visited the site that day and noted the lack of lawn maintenance, tree planting, wires hanging, 
plywood and other debris on the property, and stated that Mr. Slifer had not addressed the 
maintenance issues in a timely manner.  Mr. Slifer acknowledged that he should have been 
cutting the lawn, but operated two businesses, and with a limited staff, was unable to keep up 
with regular maintenance.  Councilman Weisbecker read some of the conditions of approval from 
the resolution that have not been addressed.  Chris Rosica commented to Mr. Slifer that the 
personal issues are taken into account, but he noted that information about the court proceedings 
with regard to zoning/property violations were needed in order for him to make a determination, 
as there were too many contradictions with this matter.   

Mr. Germinario requested that Vincent James Lupo, Township Zoning Officer, address the Board 
regarding the violation notices for Mr. Slifer and the accusation of reprisals towards the Slifer’s.  
Mr. Lupo, 1480 union Valley Road, addressed the Board about the ongoing issues at 5 Allison 
Avenue.  He said that he had spoken with the neighboring property owners numerous times and 
visited or observed the site several times a week.  He testified that the court had permitted 2 
trucks to be parked on the site in the winter so they could be connected to electricity for charging.  



Planning Board Minutes 
May 28, 2009 
Regular Meeting 
Page 3 of 7 
  
 
Mr. Lupo stated that there are 4 trucks ther, as of that day, and a fence that had been knocked 
down has not been repaired or replaced.  He issued 2 violations that day for dangerous conditions 
on the property.  Mr. Germinario ascertained whether there was a conflict of interest on his part 
due to a past acquaintance with Mr. Slifer, to which Mr. Lupo replied that there was no conflict.  
He stated that he was performing his duties as a Zoning Officer, adding that business was 
business and personal issues remained personal.  Mr. Lupo provided photos for the Board to 
review, Exhibits B1 through B4, with dangerous limbs on the property and other debris.  Mr. Lupo 
also provided photos that he took a month prior, Exhibits B5 through B9.  Mr. Slifer denied that 
the tree limbs were from trees on his property.  Mrs. Slifer recounted events when they initially 
purchased the property, and opined that the neighbors became disgruntled since that initial 
incident.  The Chairman inquired about conditions of the house door, roofing shingles, boards, 
and construction debris (asbestos) under the porch.  Mr. Slifer testified that he had the site 
cleaned up in January.  Mr. Lupo noted that he provided some leniency on cleaning the site in the 
winter, but Mr. Slifer was given until the weather warmed to comply with the property 
maintenance issues.   

Mr. Germinario inquired whether Mr. Slifer denied that he was only permitted 2 trucks on his 
site, and Mr. Slifer replied that there have always been 4 trucks permitted.  The Board concurred 
that the court order was necessary to clarify the issue.  The Mayor addressed the applicant about 
the neighbors concerns, and advised Mr. Slifer to resolve the issues in an expeditious manner, as 
site plan approval had been given in 2007.  She reviewed some of the conditions and noted that 
they were relatively minor.  Mrs. Slifer commented about the exorbitant engineering and other 
costs associated with this project, and said they are attempting to locate a buyer for the site.  Mr. 
Germinario advised the Slifer’s that they need to make every effort to resolve the issues.  He 
reviewed the two basis for extensions that are provided by the MLUL:  extension of right would 
not apply because Mr. Slifer has been fined and has not acted in good faith to resolve the issues.  
The second basis, Section 52A of the MLUL, discretionary right, may apply.  He advised that this 
matter be carried to the June 25, 2009 Planning Board meeting.  In the interim, he will obtain 
court records of the proceeding and review them in order to make a better determination.  He 
stated that Mr. Slifer should work with the Zoning Officer and neighbors to resolve as many issues 
as possible in order to make the sale of the property attainable.  He also explained that the 
conditions of approval will be with the property in the event that the property changes ownership.   

Paul Ferriero, Board Engineer, advised the Board that there were issues noted in Health 
Department memos from May 2008 and September 2008.  Mr. Slifer was reminded that he needs 
to comply with requirements for other municipal departments.  Mr. Lupo provided a report dated 
March 10, 2009; this was entered as Exhibit 10, A-F.  Mr. Lupo commended Mr. Slifer for 
cleaning up a large percentage of the property, but the tree service trucks were still on the 
property.  Mr. Lupo distributed photos, marked as Exhibits B 11 through B 15.  Mr. Slifer advised 
that the trucks had carpet-cleaning equipment in them.  The Mayor requested Mr. Slifer to refer 
to the resolution and complete the condition items and also clear the debris on the site that has 
caused conflicts with the neighboring property owners.  The Chairman asked Mr. Lupo to follow 
up and report back to the Board at the June 25, 2009 meeting.  The Chairman asked that anyone 
wishing to speak on this matter to hold their comments to the June 25, 2009 Planning Board 
meeting.   

Mr. Weisbecker noted that a neighbor, Brian Leet, 7 Allison Avenue, was advised by the Township 
Council and the Planning Board Chairman that he could address his concerns at the Planning 
Board meeting tonight.  Chairman Gargano permitted Mr. Leet to provide his comments to the 
Board.  Mr. Leet apologized to the Board for arriving late, and proceeded to relate that the 
testimony he heard from Mr. Slifer was incorrect, adding that the Slifer’s had perjured themselves 
with the testimony he heard.  He noted that he and others had attempted to be good neighbors 
and they have been wrongly accused of damaging Mr. Slifer’s property.  He stated that this matter 
has been ongoing for 4 years, and his property and others have been devalued by the condition of 
Mr. Slifer’s property.  He also stated that he and his family have been discredited by the 
statements made by Mr. Slifer.  Chairman Gargano asked Mr. Slifer not to comment on Mr. Leet’s 
statements at this time as this matter would be carried to the June 25, 2009 Planning Board 
meeting.  

During discussion of another matter shortly thereafter, the Police were summoned when several 
Board members became aware of angry discourse outside the meeting room between Mr. & Mrs. 
Slifer and Mr. & Mrs. Leet.                                                               

CARRIED APPLICATIONS  

Carried To June 4, 2009 
1952 UNION VALLEY ROAD, LLC   Complete: September 8, 2008 
Preliminary & Final Site Plan #0820-0167AB Decision By: July 2, 2009 
Block 3601; Lots 1 & 3        
1952 Union Valley Road; CC Zone 
Seeking preliminary and final site plan approval and variance relief for the removal of an existing 
structure and the construction of a new deli/convenience store with two apartments. 
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Chairman Gargano advised that this matter was carried to the June 4, 2009 Planning Board 
meeting.   

NEW APPLICATIONS - None. 
 
Amendment of Planning Board Planner 2008 Contract 

Following a brief discussion, this matter was not acted upon pending further review and 
clarification of the 2008 Board Planner’s account; the Planning Department will provide 
documentation to Mr. McGroarty and will consult with the Treasurer’s office on the matter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
ORDINANCES REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 
 
PLANNING BOARD PLANNER’S REPORT 

Ordinance Revisions 

Mr. McGroarty referred to the ordinance revisions that had been sent in the Board packets, 
advising that these originally had been sent in February to the Board.  He noted that the 
ordinances needed to be brought into compliance with the M.L.U.L., specifically the Site Plan 
Waiver process, adding that most of the work is cleaning up the language and definitions in the 
ordinances. 

Motion by Chris Rosica with a second by Michael Siesta to approve the amendments to various 
ordinances per Chuck McGroarty’s memo of February 25, 2009 and provide them to the 
Township Council.    

Roll Call: Yes - Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Richard McFadden, Douglas Ott, 
Chris Rosica, Michael Siesta, Geoffrey Syme, Councilman Philip Weisbecker and 
Chairman Andrew Gargano. 

  No - None. 

On another matter, Chris Rosica inquired about the architectural guidelines for the Township as 
outlined by the Design Standards Committee.  Mr. McGroarty stated that he could prepare a draft 
guide for the Board, incorporate suggestions, and have the Board clarify them with regard to 
window treatments, rooflines, building positions.  He advised that it would take about 2 to 3 
hours of work on his part and would proceed if the Board approves.  The Board concurred that he 
should proceed, but Mayor Bieri and the Chairman noted that Mr. McGroarty has Highland’s 
deadlines and that this was not a priority.  Chairman Gargano left it up to the Board Planner to fit 
it into his schedule.      

PLANNING BOARD ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

Mr. Germinario would report on a litigation matter in Executive Session at the end of the 
meeting.   
 
PLANNING BOARD ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Douglas Ott inquired about the Shop Rite project and Mr. Ferriero replied that the final plans are 
currently being reviewed.  

MISCELLANEOUS 

Ordinance 2009-010 
An Ordinance Of The Township Of West Milford, County Of Passaic, State Of New 
Jersey, Amending and Supplementing Chapter 470, Subdivision of Land and Site 
Plan Review, Section 470-27, Review of Fee Escrow Deposits, of the Revised General 
Ordinances 

Ordinance 2009-011 
An Ordinance Of The Township Of West Milford, County Of Passaic, State Of New 
Jersey, Amending and Supplementing Chapter 414, Fees, Land Development, 
Section 414-4, Zoning Permits, of the Revised General Ordinances   

Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Weisbecker with a second by 
Michael Siesta to approve Ordinances No. 2009-010 and 011, finding them consistent with the 
Master Plan.  

Roll Call: Yes - Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Richard McFadden, Douglas Ott, 
Chris Rosica, Michael Siesta, Geoffrey Syme, Councilman Philip Weisbecker and 
Chairman Andrew Gargano. 

  No - None. 
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RESOLUTION #2009-228 
Resolution of the Township of West Milford, County of Passaic and State of New 
Jersey Authorizing Sustainable West Milford to Operate a Farmer’s Market During 
the Summer Months of 2009 in a Residential Zone 

The resolution was discussed by the Planning Board and Board professionals.  Following 
discussion, Mr. Germinario advised that for the present time, he would endorse this resolution, as 
it did not appear to categorically violate the M.L.U.L., but suggested that this procedure should be 
avoided in the future, if possible.  The Board concurred that the matter should be addressed with 
amendments to the ordinance that established the Farmer’s Market zoning, Ordinance 2009-007.  
Chuck McGroarty, the Board Planner, will review the ordinance and recommend appropriate 
amendments for consideration. 
 
Approval Of Invoices – Board Professionals  

Motion by Chris Rosica with a second by Michael Siesta to approve the invoices for contract 
charges and escrow charges for the Planning Board professionals.  The Board approved the 
payment of invoices by unanimous consent. 

Subcommittee Reports 

 Master Plan Subcommittee – None. 
 Ordinance Subcommittee – None. 
 Building Design Subcommittee – None. 
 Site Plan Committee – None. 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the March 26, 2009 Regular Meeting were approved by on a motion by Michael 
Siesta with a second by Councilman Philip Weisbecker. 

Eligible to Vote 
Roll Call: Yes - Mayor Bettina Bieri, Richard McFadden, Michael Siesta, Geoffrey Syme, 

Councilman Philip Weisbecker and Chairman Andrew Gargano. 
  No - None 

The minutes of the April 23, 2009 Regular Meeting were approved on a motion by Douglas Ott 
with a second by Chris Rosica.  

Eligible to Vote 
Roll Call: Yes - Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Kerry Goceljak, Richard McFadden, 

Douglas Ott, Chris Rosica, Geoffrey Syme, Councilman Philip Weisbecker and 
Chairman Andrew Gargano. 

  No - None. 

The following were noted and filed: 

COMMUNICATIONS  

1.  Copy of a response letter to the NJ DEP – Bureau of Dam Safety from Anthony Patire of 
Marshall Hill LLC, dated April 17, 2009, requesting resolution of the issues for the West Milford 
Lake Dam. 

2. Report from the Passaic County Planning Board regarding the Inserra West Milford/Shop Rite 
site plan, withholding approval until easement for sidewalks are obtained, revised plans 
indicating the centerline of the northern driveway, and receipt of a contribution of $10,416.80 for 
the County corridor Enhancement program.   

3.  General Approval Renewal and Modification received from the NJ DEP for Skytop Recycling, 
Inc., Block 6002; Lot 34 for a Class B Recycling Center to allow 6 cubic yards of sheetrock. 

4.  Potable Well Water Analysis received from the NJ DEP dated April 21, 2009 received for the 
following: 

Surjit Singh, 555 Warwick Turnpike, Block 703; Lot3 
Dennis and Julie DeBalfo, 7 Marlboro Road, Block 705; Lot 1 
Karen & Darin Coslet, 551 Warwick Tpk., Block 703; Lot 2 
Michael and Nancy Hunt, 23 Avon Road, Block 705; Lot 6 
Dennis and Laurie Magee, 5 Smithville Road, Block 705; Lot 3 
Ronald and Rene Gilbert, 10 Marlboro Road, Block 704; Lot 10 
Walter and Heidi Mehlig, 8 Marlboro Road, Block 704; Lot 9 
Joseph and Mirac Orzo, 600 Warwick Tpk., Block 902; Lot 1 
Joseph and Marylynne McKee, 17 Allaire Road, Block 601; Lot 15 
John and Patricia Binko, 9 Smithville Road, Block 705; Lot 7 
Henry and Kerry Tomasiewcz, 1 Smithville Road, Block 705; Lot 9 
J & T O’Connell, 11 Smithtown Road, Block 705; Lot 4 
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Frank Shortino, 574 Warwick Tpk., Block 705; Lot 2 

5.  Notice of application to the NJ DEP for a Transition Area Waiver for Block 6204; Lot 16 for 83 
McKinley Place regarding cutting and clearing of trees and placement of one or more buildings.   

6.  No Further Action and Covenant Not To Sue received from the NJ DEP for Patrick Walsh, 
Block 1503; Lot 4, 10 Alps Road.   

7.  No Further Action and Covenant Not To Sue received from the NJ DEP for Harold Newman, 
Block 4004; Lot 2, 176 Long Pond Road. 

8.  No Further Action and Covenant Not To Sue received from the NJ DEP for Carol Jordan of 
Hamburg for Block 7903; Lot 1, 12 Mickens Road. 

9.  Application for a Freshwater Wetlands General Permit #25 received on May 5, 2009 for Jeffrey 
Fulton, 40 Ponderosa Place, for repair of a septic system.   

10.  Notice of application for a General Permit #1 received from Public Service Electric & Gas Co. 
for Overhead Electric Transmission Rights of Way Maintenance – cutting and clearing of trees 
and vegetation, access road maintenance, tower foundation repairs. 

11.  Letter from the NJ DEP dated May 6, 2009 to Anthony Patire and Marshall Hill, LLC 
regarding the owners non-compliance with an acceptable implementation plan to bring the dam 
into compliance and providing a deadline to June 15, 2009 for submission of an acceptable 
implementation plan that includes detailed steps and schedule.   

12.  Environmental Commission recommendations for Open Space acquisition: Block 5008; Lots 
1 & 2, Block 5301; Lot 45, and Block 5002; Lot 5.  

13.  Green Building Design & Energy Conservation Techniques – Seminar – William Paterson 
University, Tuesday, June 16, 2009, 8:30 – 12.  

14.  Notification from the NJ DEP dated May 14, 2009 to Paul Vanderveen, 1855 Macopin Road, 
that the violation issued on November 13, 2008 has been resolved.  

15.  Change in application to NJ DEP from LOI to Line Delineation received on May 15, 2009 for 
Beth and Yoram Rosen regarding Block 4901; Lot 15, 64 Kitchell Lake Drive. 

16.  No Further Action and Covenant Not To Sue received from the NJ DEP for Nicola Wronekin, 
Block 401; Lot 15.01, 16 Commanche Lane. 

17.  No Further Action and Covenant Not To Sue received from the NJ DEP for Joan Krause, 
Block 6604; Lot 11, 235 Ridge Road. 

18.  Notification of application for a Letter of Interpretation received on May 18, 2009 for 
Kristopher Schmerling, 138 Wooley Road, Block 10001; Lot 16, with regard to placement of one or 
more buildings on the subject lot.   

19.  Notification of an application to be made for a 5-year extension of a Letter of Interpretation 
received on May 19, 2009 for Steve Olsen (Apple Valley Estates LLC) for Block 9901; Lots 10, 11, 
12, Union Valley Road. 

20.  Notification from the NJDEP dated May 19, 2009 to Eugene Hazelman regarding Block 
12107; Lot 2, 778 Macopin Road, advising that the restoration of the site has been completed as 
required and the violation dated June 10, 2008 has been resolved. 

HIGHLANDS WATER PROTECTION AND PLANNING ACT  

1.  Response dated April 28, 2009 to the DEP’s request for additional information and revisions 
with regard to a Highlands Applicability Determination for Vincent Lanza, Vreeland Store, Block 
9501; Lot 12, 1385 Macopin Road.  

2.  Revised Notice of Technical Incompleteness from the NJ DEP dated May 7, 2009 for Shoebox 
Storage, LLC, Block 16006; Lot 1.01, 140 Oak Ridge Road.  

3.  Additional information and maps received on May 7, 2009 that were provided to the NJDEP 
for the Tennessee Gas Pipeline 300 Line Project with regard to a Highlands Exemption Request 
for Sussex and Passaic Counties.  

4.  Highlands Exemption #5, Water Quality Management Plan-Consistent, received for Hazelman 
Gardens, Block 12107; Lots 2 & 3, 774 Macopin Road, with regard to construction of a 
greenhouse, fruit tree orchard, and vegetable gardens for personal use of owner.  

5.  Application notification for a Highlands Exemption received on May 15, 2009 for William 
Hart, Block 3508; Lot 6.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Chairman Andrew Gargano recused himself from the remainder of the meeting and Vice 
Chairman Geoffrey Syme assumed the Chair.  Kerry Goceljak was asked to sit on the Board as a 
regular member.      
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Motion for Executive Session made by Councilman Philip Weisbecker with a second by Michael 
Siesta.  The following resolution was read into the record: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009  - 12 
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 

PLANNING BOARD  
COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
EXECUTIVE/CLOSED  SESSION 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the Township of West Milford on this 28th 

day of May, 2009 that: 
 
1. Prior to the conclusion of this Regular Meeting, the Township Planning Board shall meet 

in Executive Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as 
permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section: 

 
b. (7) Pending / Potential Litigation: 
 

Jack Levkovitz vs. Township of West Milford Planning Board 
     

2. The time when the matters discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to 
the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matters. 

 
Roll Call: Yes - Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Kerry Goceljak, Richard McFadden, 

Douglas Ott, Chris Rosica, Michael Siesta, Councilman Philip Weisbecker and 
Acting Chairman Geoffrey Syme. 

  No - None. 
 
The Executive Session began at 9:42 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 

Present:   Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Kerry Goceljak, Richard McFadden, 
Douglas Ott, Chris Rosica, Michael Siesta, Councilman Philip Weisbecker, Acting 
Chairman Geoffrey Syme, Board Attorney Thomas Germinario, Board Planner 
Charles McGroarty, Board Engineer Paul Ferriero. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Following Executive Session, the meeting was called back to order by Acting Chairman Geoffrey 
Syme at 9:52 pm.  With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 
9:53 pm on a motion by Richard McFadden and a second by Douglas Ott. 
 
Approved:   August 6, 2009           

 
Respectfully submitted by, 

              
Tonya E. Cubby 

        Secretary 
 
 
PB/Minutes/2009/05-28-09RegMin  


