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The Special Meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Michele Dale. 
 
Adequate Notice Statement 
 
Mayor Dale read the following statement: 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., 
and more specifically, N.J.S.A. 10:4-8(b), which authorizes the use of communications equipment to hold 
public meetings and in consideration of Executive Order 107 issued by Governor Murphy and guidance 
provided by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services, 
the Township of West Milford does hereby notify the public that to protect the health, safety and welfare of 
our citizens, while ensuring the continued functioning of government, a telephonic special meeting of the 
West Milford Township Council will be held on May 4, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  Any member of the public who 
wishes to participate in the meeting, which will include a public comment portion, may do so by calling 
into the service number: 1 (978) 990-5000 Access Code 424062#, at the designated meeting time.   
 
Instructions to access the meeting will be available on the Township of West Milford website at 
www.westmilford.org.  Members of the public who are unable to utilize the access system due to a 
disability may submit written comments/questions by contacting the Clerk via email at 
clerksoffice@westmilford.org prior to the meeting, deadline to submit is May 4, 2020 at 4:30 p.m.  Email 
Subject MUST READ – PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS which MUST INCLUDE the individual’s name 
and address, in order to be considered and will be read into the record during the public comment portion 
of the meeting.   
 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A.10:4-8) adequate notice of this 
Special Meeting was advertised in the Herald News in its issue of May 4, 2020; copies were provided to 
The Record, West Milford Messenger and posted on the bulletin board in the main corridor of the Town 
Hall and on file in the Office of the Township Clerk. 

 
Agenda No. I 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Dale led all in attendance in a salute to the flag. 
 

Agenda No. II 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Councilmembers Ada Erik, Andrena Pegel, Marilyn Lichtenberg, Kevin Goodsir  

Warren Gross, Patricia Gerst, Mayor Michele Dale  
Absent:  None 
Also Present:   Township Administrator/Clerk William Senande, Township Attorney Fred Semrau 
 

Agenda No. III 
Purpose 
 
Special Meeting 

Agenda No. IV 
 
Public Comments 
 
Mayor Dale opened the meeting to the public after advising that there is a five-minute limit for each 
speaker. 
 
Mayor Dale read a letter from a resident who resides at Shelter our Sisters.  
 
There being no one else wishing to be heard, Councilwoman Erik moved to close the public portion of the 
meeting. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Agenda No. V 

 
Action Items 

~ Resolution 2020 – 176 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, INSTITUTING A GRACE PERIOD THROUGH JUNE 1, 2020 FOR PAYMENT OF 

SECOND-QUARTER PROPERTY TAXES DUE MAY 1, 2020 PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 130 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-66(a), second-quarter property taxes in the Township of 
West Milford are due May 1, 2020; and  
 

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2020, absent any tax relief from the State for Township property owners 
under financial hardship from the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency, the 
Township adopted Resolution 2020-168, which reduced the interest rate on delinquent second-quarter 
property tax payments from 18% per annum to 3% per annum from May 1, 2020 until June 30, 2020; and  
 

WHEREAS, on April 28, 2020, Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Order 130, which 
authorizes municipalities to institute by resolution a grace period concluding on a date no later than June 
1, 2020 for the payment of second-quarter property taxes due May 1, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, Executive Order 130 expressly prohibits the Township from enacting or enforcing 
any conflicting order, rule, regulation, ordinance or resolution, including providing any additional extension 
of the installment date or grace period for the payment of property taxes or to otherwise temporarily fix, 
reduce, or retroactively modify the rate of interest charged for failure to make timely payment to achieve 
this effect; and 
 

WHEREAS, Resolution 2020-168 as a result of the Governor’s executive order, must therefore 
be rescinded; and 
 

WHEREAS, while the Township must still meet its continuing financial payment obligations to the 
County of Passaic and local board of education, the Administration has taken the necessary financial 
steps to accommodate the extension of the second-quarter payment to June 1, 2020, the latest date 
permitted by law; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council finds it in the best interest of the Township to institute a grace 
period to June 1, 2020, to provide relief to property owners who may be incurring financial hardship 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, in the County of Passaic and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. In accordance with Executive Order 130, the Township of West Milford hereby rescinds 
Resolution 2020-168, adopted on April 22, 2020. 

2. The Township institutes a grace period through June 1, 2020 for the payment of second-
quarter property taxes. 

3. In the event taxes are not paid by June 1, 2020, the Township is obligated to assess 
applicable interest and penalties as set forth by law.  

4. The Township Clerk shall notify the Director of the Division of Local Government Services 
in the Department of Community Affairs of this Resolution no later than the third business 
day following its adoption. 

 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
Adopted: May 4, 2020 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Pegel, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross, Gerst  
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion Carried:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Agenda No. VI 

Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Governing Body adjourned the meeting 
at 5:38 p.m.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Gross 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Approved: May 20, 2020 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sherry Zbrzeski, Keyboarding Clerk II 

 
________________________________________ 

        MICHELE DALE, MAYOR 
 
 

________________________________________ 
       WILLIAM SENANDE, TOWNSHIP CLERK 


