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The Workshop Meeting of the West Milford Township Council was called to order by Mayor 
Joseph DiDonato. 
 
Adequate Notice Statement 
Mayor DiDonato read the following statement: 
Please note that in accordance with Chapter 231, Public Laws of 1975 of New Jersey, adequate 
advance notice of this Regular meeting was advertised in the Herald News in its issues of 
December 26, 2005 and January 8, 2006; copies were provided to the Suburban Trends, the 
Record, Star Ledger, and Greenwood Lake News and posted continuously on the bulletin board 
in the main corridor of the Town Hall and on file in the Office of the Township Clerk. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor DiDonato led all in attendance in a salute to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Councilmembers Philip Weisbecker, Joseph Smolinski, William Gervens,   

Robert Nolan, James Warden (arrived @ 9:07 p.m.), Carmelo Scangarello. 
Absent:  None. 
Also Present:   Township Administrator Richard Kunze, Township Clerk Antoinette Battaglia, 

Dominick Dianni, Esq. of the law firm Dorsey & Semrau until the arrival of the  
Township Attorney Frederick Semrau at 8:15 p.m. 

 
Reading of or Approval of Unapproved Minutes 
 
Councilman Nolan moved to adopt the minutes of the April 05, 2006 Workshop Meeting as 
presented. 
Moved:   Nolan                          Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstained:  None. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Motion carried. 
 
Councilman Weisbecker moved to adopt the minutes of the April 12, 2006 Executive Session 
Meeting as presented. 
Moved:   Nolan                          Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Abstained:  None. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meetings 
 
Mayor DiDonato noted the future meeting schedule: 
 

May 3, 2006 Regular Meeting 
May 10, 2006 Workshop Meeting 
May 24, 2006 Regular Meeting 
June 10, 2006 Special Joint Meeting with Board of Education at 9:00 a.m. 
June 14, 2006 Workshop Meeting 
June 28, 2006 Regular Meeting 

 
Proclamations 
 
None. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Mayor DiDonato opened the meeting to the public after advising that there is a five-minute limit for each 
speaker.  He invited interested parties to raise their hand and come forward when called upon.   
 
Ada Erik, 1693 Macopin Road, West Milford, stated that she has recently met with the Passaic County 
Superintendent of Elections in Paterson.  She noted that the percentage of people who cast votes in 
our local elections is very low and stated that our registry of voters is outdated wherein people who 
have moved away or are deceased are not removed from the voter list.  She stated that the 
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Superintendent provided her with forms whereby a voter can complete the form and mail it to the 
County to have such people removed from the voters list.  She encouraged both the Republican and 
Democratic parties to have these forms available at each polling site on Election Day.  If we can update 
our voter lists, the percentage figures for each election will be more accurate. 
 
Wayne Gottlieb, 20 South Ridgefield Road, West Milford advised that, at the Board of Education 
meeting last night, the Board did not endorse the proposed application to have the Wallisch Estate 
placed on the historic register. 
 
Celeste Byrne, 1114 Macopin Road, West Milford congratulated the Board of Education candidates 
who recently won election to the Board.  She noted that the school budget was defeated and has been 
sent to the Council for cuts.  She stated that the Council has not made any cuts to the municipal budget 
and now they have the school budget to contend with.  At the last meeting, Councilmen Warden, 
Weisbecker, and Nolan voted for a finance committee and the Mayor broke a tie to reject such a 
committee.  Ms. Byrne opined that this is partisan politics interfering with the best interests of the 
community; in her opinion, a finance committee would assist the taxpayers. 
 
Jim Novack, 53 Larchmont Drive, Hewitt, reminded everyone that Saturday is clean-up day.  
Refreshments will be provided after the clean up.  He noted that he spoke last week about an illegal 
joint meeting with the Board of Education and showed the newspaper advertisement where the meeting 
was improperly published.  He asked if the Township Clerk is checking these ads and stated that we 
should not pay for this advertisement if the paper is not publishing the information accurately.  He 
stated that, in his opinion, the notice was published too close to the meeting date and asked that the 
June meeting be advertised in a more accurate and timely fashion.  He also stated that the school did 
not publish this meeting.     
 
Bill Remia, Recreation Advisory Commission, 5 Yancy Terrace, Mount Laurel, West Milford, stated that 
it has been five years since the issue of a skateboard park was first broached.  He outlined the research 
that has been done on this subject and he opined that the research reinforces the Recreation 
Commission�s commitment to such a park.  Everyone wants the skateboarders to have a safe place to 
skate and an organization to support them.  The Recreation Commission is aware of the reservations 
that have been expressed and the original plan has been modified in consideration of these 
reservations.  The County open space commission has granted funds for this park and the facility has 
been approved by the Highlands Council.  It is now time for the Council to approve the plan. 
 
Brendan Riegler, 159 Long Pond Road, West Milford stated that he and all the kids at his school have 
talked about a skate park at Mount Laurel. He opined that it is a good idea.  He has heard that there are 
concerns about graffiti but noted that skate parks in surrounding communities prove that this does not 
have to happen.  He stated that many kids are willing to volunteer and contribute to a skate park. 
 
Kate Lone, Yancy Terrace, West Milford stated that the reservations expressed by residents of Mount 
Laurel have not changed.  The changes to the original plan that were referenced earlier were made to 
accommodate the Highlands requirements, not to address resident�s concerns.  She lives in that area 
and knows what goes on.  The residents have not had a voice. 
 
Sal Saggio, Navajo Trail, West Milford stated that he has been a member of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission since 1980 and has seen many improvements in this town.  The County gave a $300,000 
grant for improvements to the Mount Laurel Park.  Plans were drafted and, when residents complained, 
a compromise was reached.  He hopes the council will take action tonight and cautioned that failure to 
act may result in a loss of the grant funds. 
 
Councilman Smolinski moved to close the Public Comments portion of the meeting. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Smolinski                          Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Council Comments 
 
Members of the Council commented on the following matters: 
 
Mayor DiDonato stated that the decision about the finance committee was based on a detailed 
legal opinion from the Township Attorney which stated that the establishment of a finance 
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committee as proposed is not legal under this form of government.  He noted that the budget 
problems we are facing would not go away with a finance committee. 
 
Councilman Weisbecker had no comments.   
 
Councilman Smolinski thanked Brendan Riegler for speaking at tonight�s meeting. 
 
Council President Gervens stated that the Council should not take action on the application to 
place the Wallisch Estate on the historic register without first discussing this further with the 
Board of Education.  He thanked Mr. Gottlieb for advising the Council of the Board�s decision.   
 
Councilman Nolan stated that there are many misunderstandings circulating about the finance 
committee.  However, he noted, this is a topic for another day.  He gave a light-hearted anecdote 
about voter registration. 
 
Councilman Scangarello had no comments. 
 
Presentations 
 
Mayor DiDonato stated that the Historic Preservation Committee is here tonight to make a 
presentation about the possibility of having the Wallisch Estate placed on an historic register.  Mr. 
Wayne McCabe came forward to speak to the Council. 
 
Mr. McCabe stated that he is here to address questions about submitting an application to have 
the Wallisch property placed on the State and National Register of Historic Places.  He referred to 
literature previously distributed to Council and provided a brief overview of the contents therein.  
He has personally looked at this property and stated that it is an attribute to the municipality and 
presents an opportunity to preserve the fabric and history of this community.  He stated that this 
is a critical issue because, in light of the development in town, saving this property will mean a lot 
to the historic preservation initiatives in West Milford.  Councilman Weisbecker noted that, while 
the concept may be sound, taking action may be premature.  The Council and Board of Education 
are currently involved in discussions about this property and until the property is controlled by one 
entity or the other, neither can make such a decision.  Mr. McCabe advised that, under the grant 
agreement the municipality currently has with the State, we are required to do certain things 
which include a national register nomination.  We originally nominated the Tichenor House.  The 
professional from the State rejected this site because of the condition of the house and he 
advised that the Wallisch property would qualify.  The grant work must be complete by the end of 
September.  While the joint ownership is posing a concern, he urged the Council to convince the 
Board of Education to go forward with this registration; it is a critical, historic asset to the 
community.  Councilman Weisbecker stated that the Council and Board of Education are meeting 
again on June 10th.  Mr. McCabe stated that the documents must be in to the State by August.  If 
both parties agree to proceed on June 10th, hopefully there will be enough time to prepare the 
application.  Councilman Smolinski recommended that Mr. McCabe make a presentation to the 
school board before the June 10th meeting.  Councilman Nolan asked if the current grant covers 
the cost of filing the application and he was answered in the affirmative.  Councilman Nolan then 
asked what our obligations for upkeep are if the application is approved.  Mr. McCabe stated that 
the current maintenance process wherein we have a caretaker at the property could stay the 
same.  The Council would continue stewardship.  However, proposed major repairs and 
renovations would require State approval.  The priority would be to do a study to determine the 
condition of the building and proposed uses for it.  At that time, one could determine costs.  
Councilman Gervens asked what impact historic registration would have if the Council wished to 
knock the building down and build a new library.  Mr. McCabe stated that such action would 
require the municipality going before the State and justifying such a position.  Councilman 
Scangarello expressed fears that repairs to historic buildings are significantly greater than repairs 
to a building not listed.  Mr. McCabe stated that repairs and replacements are in-kind; repairs 
would maintain the building in its current condition.  Maintenance issues do not require state 
approval.  Mr. McCabe stated that there are no restricted uses but that renovations require State 
approval.  The benefits to registering include access to state funding under the State Historic 
Trust which funds can be used for rehabilitation and readaptive use.  Studies can also be funded 
and these studies can be used as the basis for applications for additional funding.  He expressed 
hope that the Board of Education and the Council can work something out to move forward with 
this application.  Mayor DiDonato thanked Mr. McCabe on behalf of the Council. 
 
Mayor DiDonato stated that the second presentation scheduled for tonight has been postponed. 
 
Action Items 
 
The Township Council took action on the following items: 
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Agenda No. VIII 1 
 

~ Resolution 2006-154 ~ 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF APPOINTMENT TO GREENWOOD LAKE BI-STATE COMMISSION 

 
Councilman Nolan made a motion to appoint Mr. Dykes to the Greenwood Lake Bi-State 
Commission.  The motion did not receive a second. 

 
 

Agenda No. VIII 2 
 

~ Resolution 2006-155 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF APPOINTMENT TO GREENWOOD LAKE BI-STATE COMMISSION 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford that they do 

hereby appoint Paul Zarillo to the Greenwood Lake Bi-State Commission for an indefinite 

term. 

Adopted:  April 26, 2006 
 
Discussion:  Councilman Weisbecker outlined the reasons he was voting for Mr. Zarillo including 
his perception that Mr. Zarillo is currently doing a lot of associated work without the benefit of an 
appointment. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker                          Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Scangarello 
Voted Nay:   Nolan. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. VIII 3 
 

Councilman Nolan nominated Councilman Weisbecker to serve as Council Liaison to the Energy 
Committee.  Councilman Scangarello seconded the nomination. 
 
Council President Gervens made a motion to close and confirm.  Seconded by Councilman 
Nolan. 
 

~ Resolution 2006-156 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL LIAISON TO THE 
WEST MILFORD ENERGY COMMITTEE 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford that they do 

hereby appoint Councilman Philip Weisbecker as Council Liaison to the West Milford Energy 

Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2006. 

Adopted:  April 26, 2006 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Nolan                         Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Scangarello 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. VIII 4 
 

Councilman Weisbecker nominated Councilman Nolan to serve as Council Liaison to the 
Telecommunications Committee.  Councilman Scangarello seconded the nomination. 
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Councilman Weisbecker made a motion to close and confirm.  Seconded by Council President 
Gervens. 
 

~ Resolution 2006-157 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL LIAISON TO THE 
WEST MILFORD TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford that they do 

hereby appoint Councilman Robert Nolan as Council Liaison to the West Milford 

Telecommunications Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2006. 

Adopted:  April 26, 2006 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker                        Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Scangarello 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. VIII 5 
 

~ Resolution 2006-158 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has submitted to the members of the Township 
Council a report listing individual disbursement checks prepared by his office in payment of 
amounts due by the Township. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Treasurer�s report of checks 
prepared by him be approved and issued as follows: 
  

Acct # Account Name Amount 
1 Current Account. . . . . . . . . . . .  $             167,293.34 
2 Reserve Account . . . . . . . . . . .         10,367.80 
3 Animal Control Trust                
6 Capital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         41,520.00 
7 Grants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,526.50 
8 Refuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       750.00 
9 Refunds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         78,056.98 
12 General Ledger. . . . . . . . . . . . .       42,318.90 
16 Heritage Trust. . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
14 Open Space Trust  
17 Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           4,253.00 
18 Development Escrow. . . . . . . . . 2,028.00 
19 LOSAP  
20 Special Reserve  

  
Total  $            358,114.52 

Less Refund Resolution        (78,056.98) 
Actual Bill List  $            280,057.54 
  
Other Payments  

Less Refund Resolution  
  
Total Expenditures $           280,057.54 

 
Adopted:  April 26, 2006 
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Discussion:  Councilman Nolan asked Administrator Kunze for an explanation of the $11,200 bill 
to Bako Construction for removal of asbestos at Town Hall.  Mr. Kunze advised that, during a 
PEOSHA inspection mold was found around some pipes in the building.  There was also 
asbestos insulation around the pipes and it had to be removed.  This work brings us into 
compliance with PEOSHA and the bill is being charged to an old capital account for building 
renovations.  Councilman Nolan asked if quotes were received for the Parks and Recreation 
brochure.  Administrator Kunze answered in the affirmative.  Councilman Nolan asked for an 
explanation of the $9,319.05 bill for repair to the Vactor machine.  Councilman Scangarello stated 
that this is normal maintenance for a machine of this type.  He advised that he has familiarity 
through his job with such equipment and indicated that the machine is used to clean out storm 
drains.  Administrator Kunze confirmed that this bill is for standard maintenance and is not due to 
any failure on the part of the DPW staff to adequately maintain this equipment.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Nolan                        Seconded:  Smolinski 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Scangarello 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Councilman Warden had not arrived at the meeting as yet. 
Councilman Nolan abstained from the Valley Health bill. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Items For Discussion 
 
The Township Council discussed the following items: 
1) and 
2) 

Items 1 and 2 on the agenda relate to the postponed presentation by the Environmental 
Commission.  Administrator Kunze asked for Council approval to defer discussion of these 
subjects until the Environmental Commission is rescheduled.  The Council agreed. 

3) Jungle Habitat � Administrator Kunze advised that the Recreation Director, Renee 
Palermo, is in attendance tonight to discuss this matter with the Council.  Mayor DiDonato 
directed the Council to a memo that was distributed with their packets.  Ms. Palermo 
advised that this was a subject that was discussed at the Parks and Recreation meeting 
where it was proposed that a committee be established to review conceptual uses and 
draft a plan for development of this site and then present recommendations to the Council.  
The committee would be comprised of members from the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, the Environmental Commission, and members of the public.  Councilman 
Nolan stated that he agrees with the formation of a committee but would like a broad based 
representation from various groups in town including the West Milford Players.  Mayor Di 
Donato stated that the committee would act as a steering mechanism and will return to the 
Council with recommendations and for further direction.  Council gave the Recreation 
Director approval to establish a committee. 

4) Mount Laurel � Administrator Kunze stated that a concept plan for Mount Laurel park was 
presented in the Fall and since then, the Highlands Council has approved the plan with 
minor modifications to the parking area.  The Parks and Recreation Commission is seeking 
approval of the plan from the Council.  Ms. Palermo stated that the Engineers have made 
revisions and the Highlands Council, Soil Erosion, and Green Acres have approved the 
revised plan.  She asked for Council approval to go out to bid for this project.  Councilman 
Weisbecker stated that he is glad to see this plan coming to a conclusion.  He stated that a 
skate park is necessary in West Milford as is evidenced by the number of skateboarders on 
our streets.  Councilman Smolinski stated that this will be an asset to the entire community.  
Moving the ball field will improve safety and beautification of the park will complement the 
neighborhood.  He encouraged the Council to give the kids a chance and meet their needs.  
Council President Gervens noted that the Council has been listening to the pros and cons 
of this matter for some time and he asked that it be taken to a vote.  Councilman Nolan 
stated that he is in favor of all the renovations including moving the softball field in from the 
road.  However, the skate park, in his opinion, would be better in Jungle Habitat.  When 
this project was first proposed, the cost was estimated at $300,000.  The county was to 
contribute $150,000 and the Township was to contribute $150,000.  He asked if the 
numbers or contributions had changed.  Ms. Palermo directed the Council to the cost 
estimate and advised that she has heard nothing contrary from the County in this regard.  
The total estimate for the work is $374,102.  Ms. Palermo recommended placing the 
parking lot work as an alternate in the bid specifications so that if the actual cost comes in 
too high, we can proceed with the park and defer work on the parking area to a later date.  
The estimate includes the cost of the equipment.  Councilman Scangarello noted that the 
reconstruction is for the entire park, not just the proposed skate park.  The Council 
instructed the Clerk to have a resolution authorizing advertisement for bids placed on the 
agenda for the next meeting and further instructed that the resolution should clarify that 
there will be an alternate bid for the parking area. 

5) Pay to Play � The Township Attorney, Fred Semrau, provided an overview of the Council�s 
previous instructions regarding a local pay to play ordinance.  He advised that the 
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Governor�s office has authorized municipalities to adopt local pay to play ordinances.  The 
State now has a reporting requirement which mandates that local ordinances be filed with 
the State.  He recommended that, if we adopt a local ordinance, we incorporate the state 
forms into it to minimize in-house administration.  One criticism of the State law, which 
would be addressed by virtue of a local ordinance, is that one can make a contribution at 
the County level, that contribution can be filtered down to the local level, and the State 
statute does not require that it be reported as a local contribution.  To address this 
situation, a local ordinance would have a restriction on doing business at the municipal 
level with entities that make contributions at the County level.  The limitations would mirror 
the state statute, currently capped at $300.  Municipalities that rushed to adopt local 
ordinances have suffered repercussions and Mr. Semrau commended the Council for 
waiting until the State established guidelines.  Right now the limits are set by the State for 
the local level.  Our ordinance would include contributions to the County.  The Council 
authorized Mr. Semrau to proceed. 

6) Lakes Committee � Administrator Kunze directed the Council to a draft resolution 
establishing a lakes committee.  His office solicited input from the various lake 
communities and the responses have been supportive of such a committee.  The Council 
gave consensus to proceed. 

7) Retirement of Constables � Administrator Kunze reminded the Council that, at their 
instruction, a new resolution was drafted wherein the Constables would be retired rather 
than their position being eliminated.  Councilman Nolan expressed that he cannot support 
some of the names on the list.  The Council gave consensus to continue. 

8) Stormwater Control Ordinance � Administrator Kunze stated that the ordinance being 
considered by the Council will bring us into compliance with the State regulations released 
a few years ago.  He reviewed some of the provisions of the ordinance.  This ordinance will 
eventually be incorporated into the land development code.  Mr. Semrau advised that, 
legally, this ordinance is consistent with the State requirements.  He advised that the 
Engineer has reviewed it for compliance with the technicalities and found the ordinance to 
be complete.  The language used in this ordinance is primarily the model from the State.  
The Council gave consensus to continue. 

9) Defeated School Budget � Administrator Kunze noted that we must determine how to 
proceed with this subject so that we can meet the May 19th deadline to certify the school 
tax levy.  He spoke with the school�s business administrator and they both recommend 
forming a subcommittee of the Council to meet with the Board of Education finance 
committee to determine reductions.  The subcommittee could then report back to the full 
Council, there would be a joint meeting with the Board of Education, a public hearing, and 
then the Council would act on a resolution making cuts and certifying the final budget.  
Councilman Weisbecker expressed concerns that, given the stringent time constraints, the 
Council is not prepared to review such a large document and make such far-reaching 
decisions.  He recommended hiring a professional who understands school budgets stating 
that such recourse would be more productive.  Councilman Nolan agreed.  Councilman 
Scangarello asked who would pay for such services and what the cost might be.  
Administrator Kunze estimated the cost to be in the region of $10,000.  Councilman 
Weisbecker stated that, to do this right, there are inherent costs anyway.  Administrator 
Kunze stated that a cost-effective, time-effective method might be to focus on the overall 
amount rather than specific line items, make a recommended cut to the overall budget, and 
then rely on the Board of Education to determine where those cuts can be made because 
they know the budget better than the Council.  The Council instructed the Administrator to 
research the cost of a consultant and report back to them next week.  They further 
instructed that two resolutions appear on the agenda for action; one authorizing the hiring 
of a consultant and the other authorizing the establishment of a committee.   

10) Civil Dynamics Change Order � Administrator Kunze advised that objections to this change 
order were raised at the last Council meeting.  Since then, Civil Dynamics has provided 
additional information.  Information was sought from the homeowner�s association.  In 
response to that request, the Township received a one-page response accepting the 
change order.  Councilman Nolan asked if we are sure this will be the last change.  
Administrator Kunze advised that, as long as there are no more design changes and the 
current design is approved, we do not anticipate any more change orders.  Mr. Semrau 
advised that, within the next few weeks, he will be drafting an assessment ordinance to put 
all affected residents on notice that they are going to be impacted by this.  The Council 
should expect to see a draft ordinance and instructions soon.  The Council gave 
consensus to proceed with the change order.   

11) Board of Education Proposal on Hillcrest and Wallisch Estate � Administrator Kunze 
advised that he and representatives from recreation, construction, administration, and 
engineering toured the Hillcrest building today.  He will review the 1999 report and 
generate a revised cost estimate in various phases; heating, structural improvements, etc.  
The Board of Education has also agreed to have the school architect look at it to help 
refine the estimate.  Noting that the Council will need information on actual possible uses 
for the Wallisch property, Administrator Kunze stated that there are some environmental 
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constraints associated with this site.  Some suggestions have been made over the years 
for the use of the buildings.  He will endeavor to provide some cost estimates on work 
needed on the buildings and he will also try to provide an exact determination as to 
whether or not we can use the acreage at this site and what the limitations are.  
Councilman Nolan stated that the Wallisch property and the need for a community center 
are two separate issues that should not be commingled.  He recommended giving the 
Wallisch property to the Audubon Society.  He questioned whether Hillcrest is the right 
place to have a community center and urged the Council to consider all the available 
options.  He stated that we should not negate the practicality of building a new community 
center.  Councilman Warden agreed stating that it would be unwise to take $2 to $3 million 
dollars to purchase a potentially useless property and then rehabilitate Hillcrest.  We stated 
that we must get our costs under control.  Councilman Weisbecker stated that he 
participated in the walk-through earlier today and stated that the Council must ensure that 
Hillcrest is a safe building.  He agreed that we must look at every option.  Councilman 
Scangarello reminded the Council that nobody has an accurate estimate for rehabilitation 
of Hillcrest at this time.  He also reminded the Council that, beyond the fiscal value, they 
must consider the value of a community center and a fallout center to this community.  
Councilman Nolan asked if we can contact the Diocese of Paterson to determine what it 
would cost to use St. Joseph�s when it closes down later this year.  Mayor DiDonato 
recommended looking at these properties first, and getting all the facts related to them.  He 
asked the Council to focus and allow the Administrator to bring the facts back to the 
Council before going any further.  The Council instructed the Administrator to accumulate 
the information requested and report back to them.   

12) Road Materials Bid � Administrator Kunze advised that we went out to bid for road 
materials.  The results of the bid were that the Morris County Coop can provide, through 
their contracts, these materials at a better price.  The Administrator recommended rejecting 
the bids and adopting a resolution authorizing purchase of road materials through the 
Morris County Coop.  The Council agreed.   

13) Appointments � Mayor DiDonato instructed the Clerk to have resolutions seeking Council 
consent of his appointments to the Zoning Board on the agenda at the next meeting. 

 
Mayor's Report 
 
None. 
 
Township Administrator's Report 
 
Administrator Kunze stated that he sent an e-mail out to the Mayor and Council last Friday 
advising that Farrell Field had been closed as a result of safety and insurance concerns.  He met 
with the fields committee last night and the Parks and Recreation staff are working on filling in 
holes and ruts to address the safety issues.  The insurance inspector will be on site tomorrow to 
review the work.  The hope and intent is to have the field open and ready for use on Saturday.  
He noted that no games were missed as a result of this closure.  Mr. Kunze advised that the 
budget scenarios have been distributed to Council and he asked the Council to review their 
calendars to determine when we can schedule budget meetings.  He provided the following dates 
for consideration:  5/1; 5/2; 5/4; 5/8; 5/9; 5/11; 5/15; 5/16; 5;17 and 5/18.  
 
Township Council Reports 
 
Councilman Weisbecker noted that Saturday is clean-up day.  He thanked Mr. Novack for driving 
to South Jersey to pick up the T-shirts thus saving the township money.  He advised that the 
committee is researching the possibility of using grant money for bear-proof cans.  He advised 
that the Township received $11,479 for pick-up of the first three months worth of recycled paper.  
He visited Kinnelon earlier in the week to deliver the water surcharge resolution, a copy of the 
letter to the Governor, and petitions.  He asked the Administrator to change the poinsettias in the 
chambers.  He noted that the website is still posting for volunteers for the energy and 
telecommunications committees and noted that he will be beginning energy committee meetings 
at the end of this month. 
 
Councilman Smolinski advised that Dover Township is in favor of a water surcharge and also 
wishes to receiving funding through such an initiative.  He asked the Administrator to reach out to 
other communities to determine if they will join us in this quest. 
 
Council President Gervens stated that the Presbyterian Church wall is falling down and that the 
wall protects the graveyard.  Noting that the Township does not have the money to repair this 
wall, the county was approached last year and they agreed to replace the wall.  Subsequently 
they went out to bid and have been working with our engineering department to accommodate 
the proposed sidewalk also.  He has learned that our Historic Commission sent a letter to the 
County asking them to hold-off on awarding the contract.  He stated that the Commission should 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY 
 
Minutes of: Township Council Workshop 
Date of Meeting: April 26, 2006 
Time of Meeting: 7:30 P.M. 
Minute Page No: Page 9 of 9 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
be encouraged to retract that letter and requested that Council take action at the next meeting if 
they do not.  
 
Councilman Nolan stated that he will call Bob Collins from Kinnelon tomorrow to follow up on the 
water surcharge.  He reminded Council that the intent is to go to Trenton when the bill comes 
before the Senate and Assembly.  He advised that representatives from PAL wish to attend the 
May 10th meeting to discuss Farrell Field and its continued use.   
 
Councilman Warden advised that he and Councilman Nolan attended an awards dinner on 
Saturday night where Doris Aaronson was honored for her environmental work.  He advised that 
it was a very nice evening and that Ms. Aaronson was very touched.  He stated that the weed 
harvester will be in the water next week and that Freeholder Duffy intended to present a 
resolution to the Board last night appropriating $10,000 to the weed-harvesting program.   
 
Councilman Scangarello stated that a small group formed over a year ago to acknowledge those 
residents who are serving in the on-going war in Iraq.  Since 9/11, we have had over 143 recruits 
from West Milford.  A plaque is being made where each of these person�s names will appear.  He 
thanked Bonnie Earl, Gary Earl, Lucy Falzone, Roberta Schmidt, Lynn Bender, Lynn Berry, and 
Marcel Gasparri for all their work on this project. 
 
Township Attorney 
 
Mr. Semrau advised that Tilcon did not respond to our compensation demand for breach of 
contract.  He will follow up and report back to Council.  He sent letters to the State for both 
Brown�s Point and Jungle Habitat.  He spoke with Councilman Warden about insurance concerns 
about the weed harvester.  There are on-going issues about insurance coverage for the operator.  
The NJIF is expected to contact Mr. Semrau tomorrow with options for consideration.  
Councilman Warden asked the Council to grant Mr. Semrau permission to resolve this matter on 
the Township�s behalf if the cost is less than $1,000.   
 
Councilman Warden made a motion to allow Mr. Semrau to proceed with the weed harvesting 
agreement if the insurance requirements for the operator cost less than $1,000.  Council 
President Gervens seconded the motion. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Warden                      Seconded:  Gervens 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Township Clerk's Report 
 
The Township Clerk advised that she is working on compiling an accurate listing of vacancies on 
boards, commissions, and committees.  She is also compiling a listing of appointments.  When 
complete the vacancies will be posted on the website with instructions on how to apply for an 
appointment.  She advised that this project may take up to three weeks to complete.   
 
Executive Session 
 
None. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Township Council adjourned the 
meeting at 10:10 P.M. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Weisbecker                           Seconded:  Scangarello 
Voted Aye:   Weisbecker, Smolinski, Gervens, Nolan, Warden, Scangarello. 
Voted Nay:   None. 
Motion carried. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Approved:  May 10, 2006 (As Amended) 
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JOSEPH DiDONATO, MAYOR, PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
 

_________________________________ 
ANTOINETTE BATTAGLIA, TOWNSHIP CLERK 


