
 
 

TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 
PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

March 5, 2009 

WORKSHOP MEETING 
 
Following the Regular Meeting, the Workshop Meeting was opened at 7:48 pm by Chairman 
Andrew Gargano with a reading of the Legal Notice.     
 
ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Bettina Bieri, Steven Castronova, Richard McFadden, Clinton Smith, 
Geoffrey Syme, Chairman Andrew Gargano, Alternate Kerry Goceljak, Board 
Planner Charles McGroarty. 

Absent: Douglas Ott, Chris Rosica, Councilman Philip Weisbecker, Alternate Michael 
Siesta. 

PUBLIC PORTION 

With no one present wishing to speak, the public portion was closed on a motion by Steven 
Castronova with a second by Geoffrey Syme. 

PRESENTATION 

Draft Streetscape Plan  

Rich McFadden reported that Jim Floystrop of Dewberry Goodkind was unavailable to meet 
with the Planning Board tonight but planned to be present at the Township Council meeting the 
following week, along with representatives of the lighting company with samples of lights for the 
streetscape project.   
 
Chairman Gargano advised that the Planning Board’s discussion at the prior week’s streetscape 
presentation was fragmented, but understandable, as it was the first time viewing the 
streetscape concepts from Dewberry.  He further advised that this Board had the responsibility 
to review the plans and make recommendations to the Township Council.  He noted that the 
Board should focus primarily on pedestrian safety for the first phase of the project and that 
phase two would encompass some of the aesthetics, including tree plantings and benches.   
 
Rich McFadden reported that, upon reviewing the funding available, the main HUD grant was 
for $346,500. and the balance of a Smart Growth Grant was approximately $21,600.  With the 
addition of previous sidewalk ordinance funds, minus Dewberry’s fees of $85,000, there may be 
approximately $500,000. for Phase I that would include pedestrian curbs and sidewalks.  This 
would not include Shop Rite or Walgreens, who are providing the streetscape for their site.  Mr. 
McFadden continued with a review of the streetscape plans that would include concrete 
sidewalks, granite block curbing, underground conduit for future underground electrical, with 
no replacement of the sidewalks in front of the Museum and Town Hall.  The crosswalks are 
proposed to include thermoplastic white stripes and the driving lane widths would be narrowed 
to allow for a wider shoulder/bike path.  The Board discussed the reduction of vehicle speed 
with the narrowed driving lanes, and adverse traffic issues with the addition of the bike paths.  
Mr. McFadden did not feel that the traffic would be adversely impacted from the wider 
shoulders/bike paths and slightly narrower lanes, as they were still in full compliance.  He 
reviewed the costs for the various options for the street crosswalks and sidewalks, including 
brick pavers, stamped and colored concrete, stamped and painted concrete, noting the 
substantial difference in price for each option.  The Board discussed the cost of painting 
crosswalks every year versus a more permanent option of stamped and colored concrete, 
knowing that the County will be repaving on a regular schedule, necessitating the replacement 
or repair of the crosswalks.   
 
Chuck McGroarty, Board Planner, advised the Board to determine whether they will recommend 
spreading the amenities through the entire area of the town center location or concentrate them 
in critical locations.  He reviewed the Visioning Plan and referred to the County Corridor 
Enhancement Plan and noted that the plan was an element of the County Master Plan.  He read 
excerpts from this plan that emphasized pedestrian friendly improvements at intersections.  Mr. 
McGroarty also referred to a NJ Department of Transportation manual on recommended 
designs of streets and crosswalks.  He opined that the Board should not concede to a lesser 
option based on the anticipation of the County’s removing crosswalk improvements when they 
repave.  He stressed that the County should be held to their Master Plan and the Township 
should have an agreement with them regarding streetscape improvements not being removed 
during their scheduled upgrades of the County roads.  Mr. McGroarty inquired about easements 
that may be required for completion of the project.  Grass strips between the street and sidewalk 
and the resulting maintenance was discussed along with other options such as brick pavers and 
various widths for the sidewalks.  After discussion, the Board suggested that Dewberry review 
other options that may include grass along the sidewalks in certain areas, in addition to the use 
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of pavers or other materials, and wider sidewalks in certain locations.  The Board discussed the 
need for sidewalks from Lincoln Hill Village to the Shop Rite site. 
  
The Board also reviewed various lighting designs and Mr. McGroarty suggested similar fixtures 
to the outdoor lighting at the West Milford Museum; diffused lighting was preferable.  Dewberry 
will be making a presentation at the next Township Council meeting so that the light fixtures can 
be examined more closely at night when they are illuminated. 
 
Following discussion, the Chairman and the Board recommended the installation of concrete 
sidewalks from Park Lane to West Shore Road, in the areas that do not currently have sidewalks.  
The sidewalk widths will be adjusted where necessary and curbing will be granite block.  With 
various other issues to discuss and the limited options presented at the prior meeting by the 
consultants, the Board requested that Dewberry return to the Planning Board meeting of March 
26, 2009 and provide more options before they make recommendations to the Township 
Council.                            
   
MISCELLANEOUS 

Proposed Revisions to Land Use Regulations 

Temporary Outdoor Activity Permit 

Chuck McGroarty reviewed his memo of February 25, 2009 regarding fees, definitions, site plan 
waivers, and bulk standards.  The bulk standards for decks and front porches were revised with 
the assistance of the construction official and zoning officer and advised that they are flexible 
but controlled.  He also reviewed residential apartments in commercial zones, and conditional 
uses for apartment.  Mr. McGroarty gave an overview of the Temporary Outdoor Activity Permit, 
differentiating between the one-time uses versus the semi-permanent use.  The use of Township 
properties for municipal functions was not addressed in his proposed revisions.  He will put the 
recommendations in ordinance form and forward them to the Township Attorney.  He advised 
that there was some urgency to the Temporary Outdoor Activity Permit, but the farmer’s market 
ordinance will be addressed separately.  Following discussion with the Board, Mr. McGroarty 
will review exemption of civic and religious groups, clear up some of the language, and speak to 
the Township Attorney before providing the revised ordinance to the Planning Board at the next 
meeting.      
 
COMMUNICATIONS – None. 

HIGHLANDS WATER PROTECTION AND PLANNING ACT – None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to come before the Board, the Workshop meeting of March 5, 2009 
adjourned at 9:44 pm on a motion by Steven Castronova and a second by Clinton Smith. 
 
Approved:  April 23, 2009          
 

Respectfully submitted by 
 
         

Tonya E. Cubby, Secretary  
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