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The Regular Meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Michele Dale. 
 
Adequate Notice Statement 
 
Mayor Dale read the following statement: 
 
Please note that in accordance with Chapter 231, Public Laws of 1975 of New Jersey, adequate advance 
notice of this Regular meeting was advertised in the Herald News in its issue of November 11, 2019 and 
January 5, 2020; copies were provided to the Suburban Trends, the Record and Star Ledger and posted 
continuously on the bulletin board in the main corridor of the Town Hall and on file in the Office of the 
Township Clerk 
 
Please also make note of all fire and emergency exits - located to the left, right, and rear of this room - for 
use in case of an emergency.  Thank you. 

Agenda No. I 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Dale led all in attendance in a salute to the flag.  
 

Agenda No. II 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Councilmembers Ada Erik, Andrena Pegel, Marilyn Lichtenberg, Kevin Goodsir  

Warren Gross, Patricia Gerst, Mayor Michele Dale 
Absent:  None 
Also Present:   Interim Township Administrator Robert Casey, Dawn Sullivan of Dorsey & Semrau for 

Township Attorney Fred Semrau 
 

Agenda No. III 
 
Reading of or Approval of Unapproved Minutes 
 
December 18, 2019 Regular Meeting 
January 6, 2020 Executive Session 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded: Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Pegel, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross, Gerst  
Voted Nay:   Pegel (January 6, 2020 executive session) 
Motion Carried:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. IV 
Meetings 
 
Mayor Dale noted the future meeting schedule: 
 
February 5, 2020 Workshop Meeting 
February 19, 2020 Regular Meeting 
March 4, 2020 Workshop Meeting 
 

Agenda No. V 
Proclamations 

 
None 

Agenda No. VI 
Presentations 
 
Mayor Dale asked the Eagle Scouts to join her at the podium.  
 
Eagle Scout, Nicholas Salleroli – Said he raised $18,000 to completely rebuild the playground at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace. He noted that he was just accepted to Manhattan College to study business and 
marketing.  
 
Eagle Scout, Sean Rodriguez – Mentioned that he attends West Milford High School and he is in the 
Marching Band. He said at the concession stand by the cooking area they can’t grill inside due to fire 
hazards and safety precautions. The cooking has to be done outside against the fence and the space is 
cramped.  
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He explained that’s why he set up a 12x12 concrete slab with a connecting sidewalk a safe distance away 
from the concession stand with a good view of the football game. He also attached a gazebo to it. He 
noted that he was recently accepted into Montclair University and Stockton University to study 
Environmental Sciences.   
 
Friends of Wallisch, Kerry O’Brien – Mr. O’Brien provided an update about recent activities and plans for 
the future.  
 
Councilwoman Erik said that she will not be able to be the Liaison to Friends of Wallisch because she is 
on the Planning Board. Councilwoman Lichtenberg said she will do it. Councilwoman Pegel made a 
motion for Councilwoman Lichtenberg to be the Liaison to Friends of Wallisch, seconded by 
Councilwoman Erik and carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

 
Agenda No. VII 

Executive Session 
 
Councilwoman Pegel made a motion to move into executive session, seconded by Councilwoman Gerst.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Pegel  Seconded:  Gerst 
Voted Aye:   Pegel, Gerst 
Voted Nay:   Erik, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross 
Motion Denied:   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

       Agenda No. VIII 
 
Discussion Items / Official Communication 

 

1. 

Discussion:  Debt Management Plan Update:  Mr. Casey said the process is looking at the 
existing debt, how they fund the debt, and how they will fund the debt for the next ten years. 
The plan he will review focuses on those issues. Mr. Casey spoke about BAN’s (bond 
anticipation note) and the future payment structure. He explained that the debt structure is a 
major part of the budget. Mr. Casey noted that based on these numbers there is a one point 
tax increase. They might be able to adjust it when they see the financial reports. The target 
has been since 2016 to try not to issue more than three million dollars in bonds in one year. 
They should not issue more than they retire. He expressed that they issued more BANS than 
they retired last year.  

2. 

Discussion:  2020 Draft Capital Improvement Program:  Mr. Casey said the presentation 
shows the basic projects for the last three to four years. He briefly spoke about the capital 
requests for this year. He said the goal for the next meeting is for the Department Heads to 
explain their requests in detail. Mr. Casey noted that he will provide the operations budget on 
February 19, 2020.  

3. 

Discussion:  Trout Fishing Derby:  Mayor Dale noted the information provided by Mr. Casey 
was in the Council’s packets. Councilman Goodsir said he explored Westbrook Park and the 
Recreation Center and he recommended that if they are going to do it, they do it at the 
Recreation Center. Mayor Dale said the next step would be to engage the recreation 
leadership team about bringing back the entire idea, work out all the details, and bring it back 
for approval. Councilman Goodsir said he would like to have it towards the end of April. 
Mayor Dale noted that Councilman Goodsir will work with the Recreation Department.  

4. 

Discussion:  Revised Construction Fees:  Mr. Casey said there has been a change in the 
State code. At the request of the municipalities, they want to simplify the inspection process. 
The State revised the code so that the mechanical inspector can do the fire inspector’s work. 
He said they upgraded the existing code structure so either the fire inspector or mechanical 
instructor can do the work. Mr. Casey noted that there is no cost change to the applicant and 
it frees up the Inspection Department’s work schedule. It brings the code up to current 
standards as determined by the Department of Community Affairs. He said if the Council 
agrees, he will have an Ordinance on the next meeting agenda. The Council gave 
consensus.  

 
       Agenda No. IX 

 
Unfinished Business, Final Passage of Ordinances 
 
None 

Agenda No. X 
Public Comments 
 
Mayor Dale opened the meeting to the public after advising that there is a five-minute limit for each 
speaker. 
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Will Cytowicz, 1953 Macopin Road – Expressed that he hopes the Council takes action on the 
remediation projects. He mentioned open space funding and Apple Acres because he is not in favor of 
new fields. Historically, it has been difficult to maintain the fields we currently have. He hopes the Board 
of Education and the Council work together on the areas in need of repair.  
 
Bob Flynn, 30 Elm Street, Morristown – Noted that he works for JCP&L (Jersey Central Power and Light) 
and he provided company updates. He mentioned that he is the Liaison for West Milford.  
 
Beau Forte, 75 Lindy’s Drive – Expressed his feelings on the gun sanctuary resolution.  
 
There being no more comments from the public, Councilwoman Erik moved to close the public portion of 
the meeting. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Gerst 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. XI 
Council Comments 
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg – Noted that she did not vote for or against the gun sanctuary resolution 
because it was just handed to them. She expressed that she likes to research things first and she had 
questions about the resolution, so she abstained from it. She mentioned that the resolution expired 
December 31, 2019.  
 
Councilwoman Erik – Mentioned that she voted yes on the gun sanctuary resolution because she would 
never vote against the 2nd Amendment. She noted that she is a gun owner. She asked the police about it 
because she does not like the word sanctuary. She expressed that the word sanctuary has been used the 
wrong way lately. One of the reasons she voted yes is because she will always support the 2nd 
Amendment, the resolution was going to expire two weeks later and it did.  
 
Councilman Gross – Said he would vote for it again because he is a strong 2nd Amendment supporter. He 
noted that he is a constitutional conservative and West Milford is a rural town. He intends to rewrite an 
ordinance to that effect because it is common in the Country now and not just in New Jersey.  
 
Councilwoman Pegel – Expressed that she feels the same way as Councilman Gross. She noted that 
there are changes that need to be made to the gun sanctuary resolution and she is doing research on it.  
 
Councilwoman Erik – Said on Wednesday, January 29th at 10:00 a.m., JCP&L is having a tour 
presentation in Morristown. She will be attending the tour and addressing the trees.   
 
Councilman Gross – Thanked the Council for appointing him to the WM77TV Commission. He said he 
has two conflicts that night so he would like to be relieved of that responsibility and have another 
Councilmember appointed. Councilwoman Erik nominated Councilwoman Lichtenberg, seconded by 
Councilwoman Gerst and carried by a unanimous voice vote.  

 
Agenda No. XII 

 
New Business, Introduction of Ordinances, Resolutions 
 

Agenda No. XII 1 
 

~ Ordinance 2020 – 001 ~ 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 500 “ZONING”, ARTICLE III “RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS” TO ADD 

SHORT TERM RENTALS AS A PERMITTED USE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township Council adopted Ordinance 2019-020 on December 4, 2019 which 
permits short-term rentals within residential dwellings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Council have reviewed Ordinance 2019-020 and the Township 
Code and determined that the Zoning Ordinance must be amended to establish short-term rentals as a 
permitted use in residential districts. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford, 
in the County of Passaic, and State of New Jersey as follows: 
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SECTION 1. Chapter 500 “Zoning”, Article III “Residential Districts”, Section 500-8 “Principal permitted 
uses on the land and in buildings” is amended to read as follows: 

 
§500-8 Principal permitted uses on the land and in buildings.  
Principal permitted uses shall be as follows: 
 
A. Farms.  
 
B. Single-family detached dwelling units.  
 
C. Residential cluster development in the R-2, R-3 and R-4 Districts.  
 
D. Residential communities which provide central sewer and water facilities in the R-1, R-1/I, R-2 and 

R-3 Districts, and located within the service areas of the Wastewater Management Plan.  
 
E. Multifamily residential dwelling units in the R-1/PN District.  
 
F. Public utilities designed to serve the immediate community in which it is being proposed. This shall 

include water tanks and systems and sewerage plants.  
 
G. Community residences for the developmentally disabled and community shelters for victims of 

domestic violence, as defined in N.J.S.A. 40:55D-66.1.  
 
H. Equestrian centers in the R-3 and R-4 Zones.  
 
I. Shooting ranges in R-4 Zone.  
 
J. Bed-and-breakfast. 
 
K. Wireless telecommunications facilities.  
 
L. Short-term rentals, by permit, in accordance with Section 285-13. 
 
All other sections of this Chapter shall remain unchanged. 
 
SECTION 2. All ordinances of the Township of West Milford, which are inconsistent with the provisions 

of this Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
 
SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions 
of this Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval, and 

publication as required by law. 
 
SECTION 5. This Ordinance may be renumbered for codification purposes. 
 
Introduced: January 15, 2020  
Adopted:     
Effective Date:   
 
Second reading and public hearing for this Ordinance is set for the Regular Meeting of the Township 
Council scheduled for March 18, 2020. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in the Herald News 
on or about January 19, 2020.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Gerst 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Pegel, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross, Gerst 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion Carried:   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mayor Dale asked to move resolutions 2020-073 through 2020-085. 

 
Discussion: 
 
Councilwoman Pegel said she wanted to speak about resolutions 2020-077 and 2020-078 in executive 
session. She asked if they are definitely voting tonight for the replacement of the two positions. Mayor 
Dale replied in the affirmative. Councilwoman Gerst asked if there was a cost associated with resolution 
2020-076, and Mr. Casey said no. Councilman Goodsir asked for an explanation on resolution 2020-079.  
Mr. Casey said it is a match for Green Acres from the grants. They finally incorporated it into the budget.  
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Agenda No. XII 2 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 073 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO GZA, 

GEOENVIRONMENTAL, INC. FOR THE EVALUATION AND CONSTRUCTION COST 
DETERMINATION FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE HIGH CREST DRIVE BRIDGE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township owned structure (#1695-005) constructed in 1950 which spans the 
outfall structure of the High Crest Lake dam is failing and must be replaced; and 
 
 WHEREAS, structural analysis reports from contracted bridge engineer’s in 2006, 2010 and 2017 
have reaffirmed necessary replacement of the bridge; and 
  
 WHEREAS, due to the proximity of the bridge to the spillway, Township action to replace the 
bridge has been pending NJDEP approval of dam rehabilitation received by the High Crest Lake 
Association in October 2018; and 
 
 WHEREAS, since the two projects (dam and bridge) connect at key points it is advantageous to 
have them designed jointly; and 
 

WHEREAS, a proposal was requested and received from the Association’s engineering firm to 
provide a preliminary evaluation and construction cost determination for bridge replacement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds for these services to 
be encumbered from account number 04-225-55-000-000; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements contained herein, the parties agree as 
follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Acting Municipal Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute a 
contract with GZA, Geoenvironmental, Inc., 55 Lane Road, Suite 407, Fairfield, NJ 
07004, for professional engineering services for the evaluation and construction cost 
determination for the replacement of the High Crest Drive bridge in an amount not to 
exceed $20,000. 

2. This contract is awarded as “Professional Services” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20 et 
seq. and the Local Public Contracts Law. 

3. The total fee authorized for this contract shall not exceed $20,000, without prior written 
approval of the Township Council. 

4. That notice of this action shall be published in accordance with law and said notice to 
provide that the contract awarded and this resolution authorizing same are available for 
public inspection in the office of the Township Clerk. 

 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 3 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 074 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING COSTS 

ASSOCIATED WITH THE HIGH CREST DRIVE BRIDGE PROJECT FROM THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby acknowledges that preliminary costs can be charged to 
the capital improvement fund and subsequently sent back to the capital improvement fund upon adoption 
of a bond ordinance when and if the project moves forward; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of these costs are for the preliminary testing and surveying to be 
performed in order to provide the Governing Body with a comprehensive construction cost estimate for 
bridge replacement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the expenditures to be incurred would be properly chargeable to a bond ordinance if 
one had been adopted prior to the expenditure under N.J.S.A 40A2-1 et seq; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford that the amount appropriated for preliminary costs shall not exceed $20,000 and the Chief 
Financial Officer is authorized to set up a reserve for preliminary expenses out of the Capital 
Improvement Fund of the General Capital Fund. 
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Adopted:  January 15, 2020 
Agenda No. XII 4 

 
~ Resolution 2020 – 075 ~ 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 2020 CENSUS 

 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Census Bureau is required by the U.S. Constitution to conduct a count of 
the population and provides a historic opportunity to help shape the foundation of our society and play an 
active role in American democracy; and  
 
 WHEREAS, West Milford is committed to ensuring every resident is counted; and 
 
 WHEREAS, federal and state funding is allocated to communities, and decisions are made on 
matters of national and local importance based, in part, on census data and housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, census data helps determine how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and is necessary for an accurate and fair redistricting of state legislative seats, county 
and municipal councils, and voting districts; and  
 
 WHEREAS, information from the 2020 Census and American Community Survey are vital tools 
for economic development and increased employment; and    
 

WHEREAS, the information collected by the census is confidential and protected by law; and   
 

WHEREAS, a united voice from business, government, community-based and faith-based 
organizations, educators, media and others will enable the 2020 Census message to reach more of our 
citizens. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, is committed to partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau 
and the State of New Jersey and will: 
 

1. Support the goals and ideals for the 2020 Census and will disseminate 2020 Census 
information. 

2. Encourage all West Milford residents to participate in events and initiatives that will raise 
the overall awareness of the 2020 Census and increase participation.   

3. Provide Census advocates to speak to West Milford and Community Organizations. 
Support census takers as they help our West Milford complete an accurate count.  

4. Strive to achieve a complete and accurate count of all persons within our borders.  
 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 5 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 076 ~  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PARTICIPATION IN THE DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY, LAW 

ENFORCEMENT SUPPORT OFFICE, 1033 PROGRAM TO ENABLE THE WEST MILFORD 
TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT TO REQUEST AND ACQUIRE EXCESS DEPARTMENT OF 

DEFENSE EQUIPMENT 
 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress authorized the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Law 
Enforcement Support Office (LESO) 1033 Program to make use of excess Department of Defense 
personal property by making that personal property available to municipal, county and State law 
enforcement agencies (LEAs); and   
 

WHEREAS, DLA rules mandate that all equipment acquired through the 1033 Program remain 
under the control of the requesting LEA; and   
 

WHEREAS, participation in the 1033 Program allows municipal and county LEAs to obtain 
property they might not otherwise be able to afford in order to enhance community preparedness, 
response, and resiliency; and   
 

WHEREAS, although property is provided through the 1033 Program at no cost to municipal and 
county LEAs, these entities are responsible for the costs associated with delivery, maintenance, fueling, 
and upkeep of the property, and for specialized training on the operation of any acquired property; and   
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5‐30.2 requires that the governing body of the municipality or county 
approve, by a majority of the full membership, both enrollment in, and the acquisition of any property 
through, the 1033 Program; and   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey that the West Milford Township Police Department is 

hereby authorized to enroll in the 1033 Program for no more than a one‐year period, with authorization to 
participate terminating on December 31st of the current calendar year from January 1st, 2020 to 
December 31, 2020; and 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that West Milford Township Police 

Department is hereby authorized to acquire items of non‐controlled property designated “DEMIL A,” which 
may include office supplies, office furniture, computers, electronic equipment, generators, field packs, 

non‐military vehicles, clothing, traffic and transit signal systems, exercise equipment, farming and moving 
equipment, storage devices and containers, tools, medical and first aid equipment and supplies, personal 
protection equipment and supplies, construction materials, lighting supplies, beds and sleeping mats, wet 
and cold weather equipment and supplies, respirators, binoculars, and any other supplies or equipment of 

a non‐military nature identified by the LEA, if it shall become available in the period of time for which this 
resolution authorizes, based on the needs of the West Milford Township Police Department, without 
restriction; and   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that West Milford Township Police 
Department is hereby authorized to acquire the following “DEMIL B through Q” property, if it shall become 
available in the period of time for which this resolution authorizes (1) utility truck, (1) 5.56 millimeter rifles, 
(1) 308 cal. Rifle; and   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the West Milford Township Police Department shall develop 
and implement a full training plan and policy for the maintenance and use of the acquired property; and   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the West Milford Township Police Department shall provide a 
quarterly accounting of all property obtained through the 1033 Program which shall be available to the 
public upon request; and   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately and shall be valid 
to authorize requests to acquire “DEMIL A” property and “DEMIL B through Q” property that may be made 
available through the 1033 Program during the period of time for which this resolution authorizes; with 
Program participation and all property request authorization terminating on December 31st of the current 
calendar year from January 1st, 2020 to December 31, 2020. 
 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 6 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 077 ~  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF BILL SENANDE AS THE TOWNSHIP 

ADMINISTRATOR AND TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Township Code of Ordinances Mayor Michele Dale has appointed 
William Senande of Wyckoff, NJ as the Township Administrator effective February 3, 2020; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Township Code of Ordinances Mayor Michele Dale has appointed 

William Senande of Wyckoff, NJ as the Township Clerk effective February 3, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS the Township Council has reviewed the credentials of William Senande and the 
employment agreement between the Township and William Senande. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford 
as follows: 
 

1. The Township Council does hereby provide advice and consent to the appointment of 
William Senande to the position of Township Administrator in accordance with Section 
15-14 of the Township Code of Ordinances for a term commencing February 3, 2020 at a 
starting salary of $130,000. 

2. The Township Council does hereby provide advice and consent to the appointment of 
William Senande to the position of Township Clerk in accordance with Section 15-20 of 
the Township Code of Ordinances for a term commencing February 3, 2020 at a starting 
salary of $10,000. 

3. The Agreement between the Township and William Senande containing the terms and 
conditions of shall remain on file in the Office of the Township Clerk.  
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Adopted:  January 15, 2020 
Agenda No. XII 7 

 
~ Resolution 2020 – 078 ~ 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF DANIEL KOCHAKJI AS DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES AND 

RECREATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH §15-62 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Township Code of Ordinances Mayor Michele Dale has appointed 
Daniel Kochakji of West Milford , NJ as the Director of Community Services and Recreation  effective 
January 27, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS the Township Council has reviewed the credentials of Daniel Kochakji and the 
employment agreement between the Township and Daniel Kochakji. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Milford that they do hereby 
provide advise and consent to the Mayor’s appointment of Daniel Kochakji to the position of Director of 
Community Services and Recreation effective January 27, 2020 as per the agreed upon terms in 
accordance with section §15-62 of the Township Code. 
 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 8 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 079 ~  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY TO TRANSFER ITEMS OF CURRENT FUND APPROPRIATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE PROVISION OF N.J.S.A. 40:4 - 58 
 

WHEREAS, there appears to be a surplus in the 2019 appropriation over and above the demand 
deemed to be necessary for the balance of the year: 
 

Section 1. APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT NUMBER TRANSFER PROPOSAL 

Bubbling Springs, OE 28-371-686 $25,000 

Section 2. TOTAL TRANSFERS OUT $25,000 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Township has a need to match the Passaic County Apple Acres Open Space 
Grant recognized in 2019: 
 

Apple Acres Open Space Grant Match 41-786-000 $25,000 

TOTAL TRANSFERS IN $25,000 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Township of West Milford in the 

County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58, part 
of the 2019 appropriation heretofore mentioned be and the same are hereby transferred to the 
appropriations mentioned as being insufficient to meet prior demands, and 
 

A certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded by the Township Clerk to the Township 
Treasurer. 
 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 9 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 080 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING TO VOID AND REFUND AN INVALID TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes of the Township of West Milford had an online tax sale on 
March 19, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, Certificate number 13-0120 known as block 17201 lot 018, Cherry Ridge Road, 
Hewitt, New Jersey was sold to Independence Equity, LLC, 1 Independence Way, Unit 403, Jersey City, 
New Jersey 07305; and 
 

WHEREAS, the tax sale certificate should be null and void. The tax sale certificate is invalid at 
the time of the tax sale. The property should have been in the name of the State of New Jersey and tax 
exempt.  
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WHEREAS, the amount of the tax sale certificate was invalid at the time of the tax sale. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes of the Township of West Milford to note the fact on her 

records and cancel the tax sale certificate.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, refund the lien holder Independence Equity,, LLC, 1 
Independence Way, Unit 403, Jersey City, New Jersey, 07305 the amount they paid for the tax sale 
certificate of $151.23 plus the legal rate of interest of 0.25% on amount of the certificate of $37.81 and 
any subsequent charges and interest the lien holder paid and fees for a total of $706.79. The property is 
in the name of the State of New Jersey and tax exempt.  
 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 10 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 081 ~ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN TAX SALE CERTIFICATES 

LISTED ON THE IN-REM TAX FORECLOSURE LIST 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Township of West Milford prepared an in rem tax foreclosure 
list and certified the same to the governing body; and 
 
 WHEREAS, title searches for the properties on the in-rem tax foreclosure list were performed in 
anticipation of filing of the in-rem foreclosure complaint; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the title searches revealed that three of the properties listed on the in-rem tax 
foreclosure list are owned by the State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to the fact that the properties are owned by the State of New Jersey, they must 
be removed from the in-rem tax foreclosure list which had been prepared by the Tax Collector. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, in the County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. That the Governing Body does hereby authorize the removal of the following properties 
from the in-rem tax foreclosure list and the cancellation of the tax sale certificates: 
Schedule No. 25 Block 17201 Lot 018 (15-0100) 

2. That a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector, Foreclosure 
Attorney and Township Attorney. 

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 11 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 082 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF TAXES 

 
 WHEREAS, there appears on the tax records balances as listed below; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes recommends the cancellation of taxes due to reasons listed 
below. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proper officers be and are hereby authorized 
and directed to cancel as hereafter listed below: 
 
 REASON: 100% DISABLED VETERAN  
 

Block & Lot Name Amount Year 

12501-006 
John Talocco 

65 Otterhole Road 
West Milford, NJ 07480 

$557.17 2019 

$258.00 2020 

Total  $815.17  

 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 
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Agenda No. XII 12 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 083 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF OTHER LIENS 

 
WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes has reported receiving the amounts shown below for the 

redemption of the respective lien. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Township of West Milford that the 
proper officers be and are hereby authorized and directed to pay the indicated amount to the holder of the 
lien certificate as hereinafter shown below: 
 

Certificate 
No. 

Certificate 
Date 

Block/Lot/Qual 
Reimbursement 

Amount 
Pay to Lien Holder 

19-0008 10/15/2019 02004-005 $72,788.31 
FNA DZ; LLC 

120 N LASALLE ST; SUITE 1 
CHICAGO, IL 60602 

19-0023 10/15/2019 03104-002 $27,133.23 
FNA DZ; LLC 

120 N LASALLE ST; SUITE 1 
CHICAGO, IL 60602 

19-0055 10/15/2019 07801-038.03 $4,488.81 
CC1 NJ II LLC 

P.O.BOX 123800 
DALLAS, TX 75312 

19-0066 10/15/2019 08802-044 $3,582.31 
FIG CUST FIGNJ19LLC & SEC PTY 

PO BOX 54226 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70154 

19-0096 10/15/2019 16306-001 $59,417.91 

GREYMORR LLC 
BMO 85 

PO BOX 1414 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55480 

TOTAL $167,410.57  

 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 13 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 084 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, there appears on the tax records overpayment as shown below and the Collector of 
Taxes recommends the refund of such overpayment. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proper officers be and they are hereby 
authorized and directed to issue checks refunding such overpayment as shown below: 
 

REASON: 1.   Incorrect Payment   5.   Homestead Rebate 
2.   Duplicate Payment   6.   Tax Appeal County Board 
3.   Senior Citizen   7.   State Court Tax Appeal 
4.   Veteran Deduction    8.   100% Disabled Veteran   

 

Block/Lot Name Amount Year Reason 

 
10002-001 

Joseph & Andrea Messineo 
59 Pine Street 
Williamtown, NJ 08094 

 
$163.59 

 
2018 

 
6 

 TOTAL  $163.59   

 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 

Agenda No. XII 14 
 

~ Resolution 2020 – 085 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REFUND OF RECREATION FEES 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the following recreational fees upon the report of the Director of 
Community Services and Recreation be refunded: 
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Dec Daytime Art Class 12/30 

Grace Faria-Matolyak $35.00 
Grace Faria-Matolyak 
30 Cold Spring Road 
Hewitt, NJ  07421 

 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded:  Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Pegel, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross, Gerst 
Voted Nay:   Pegel (resolution 2020-077, 2020-078) 
Motion Carried:   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Agenda No. XIII 
Consent Agenda 
 
None 

Agenda No. XIV 
Approval of Expenditures 

~ Resolution 2020 – 086 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Treasurer has submitted to the members of the Township Council a 
supplemental report listing individual disbursement checks prepared by this office in payment of amounts 
due by the Township. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Treasurer’s report of checks 
prepared by the Treasurer’s Office be approved and issued as follows: 
 

Acct # Account Name Amount 

1 Current Account $478,340.04 

3 Reserve Account 104,870.75 

2 Grants 890.00 

6 Refunds 168,315.95 

1 General Ledger 66,263.95 

26 Refuse 489.95 

4 Capital 0.00 

19 Animal Control 525.00 

19 Heritage Trust 0.00 

19 Open Space Trust 0.00 

19 Trust 0.00 

19 Scala Trust 0.00 

16 Development Escrow 244.80 

19 Tax Sale Trust 0.00 

21 Assessment Trust 0.00 

 Special Reserve 0.00 

Total  $819,940.44 

Less Refund Resolution -168,315.95 

Actual Bills List $651,624.49 

Other Payments   

Payroll 499,097.96 

NJ Municipal Employee Benefits 319,159.00 

  

  

Total Expenditures $1,469,881.45 

 
Adopted:  January 15, 2020 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Erik  Seconded: Lichtenberg 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Pegel, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross, Gerst 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion Carried:  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 
TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY 
 
Minutes of:   Governing Body Regular Meeting 
Date of Meeting:  January 15, 2020 
Time of Meeting:      6:30 pm 
Minute Page No: Page 12 of 13 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

 

Agenda No. XV 
 
Reports of Administrator, Mayor and Council Members 
 
Councilwoman Pegel – No report.  
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg – Asked the Council to authorize up to $14,000 of the existing open space 
fund to have the New Jersey Land Conservancy update West Milford’s Open Space Plan. She expressed 
that it’s overdue for updating and the Environmental Commission supports it completely. The funds will 
not go to the purchase of any properties and it will enhance our chances of receiving other grant monies. 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg made a motion to authorize $14,000 to update West Milford’s Open Space 
Plan, seconded by Councilwoman Erik.  
 
Discussion: 
 
Councilman Gross asked if it will impact rezoning that might happen. Mayor Dale said it has not been 
done in five years. Her concern is that it would be utilized to identify further property. She doesn’t think 
the Council is interested in identifying additional properties to be taken off the tax rolls. She said it is a 
requirement that we have an updated plan. Mr. Casey said the form of action the Governing Body would 
have to take would be to award a contract with the Land Conservatory for that purpose. If the Council 
wishes to pursue it, he can have it on the next agenda. It has to be done as a professional service 
contract. Mr. Casey said he can provide all the information to the Council at the next meeting. The 
Council gave consensus. 
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg cont. – Noted various events and the dates and times.  
 
Councilman Goodsir – Asked if the “use turn signal sign” can be put back up on Warwick Turnpike as 
drivers approach White Road. Mayor Dale said she received the same complaint and they are looking 
into it. She will ask Eric Miller to issue a memo to the Council explaining why the sign is not there and 
what needs to be done. Councilman Goodsir said residents reached out to him about the bridge at the 
end of Morsetown Road. They thought it could be done in one weekend. He reached out to the County 
and the completion date is supposed to be May 12th. He mentioned several different routes.  
 
Councilman Gross – No report. 
 
Councilwoman Gerst – No report.  
 
Councilwoman Erik – Said on Monday the Insurance Committee met and they discussed the appointment 
of the Risk Manager for insurance matters. She provided a memo to the Governing Body. The Committee 
agreed that the Vozza Agency will handle both the Risk Management for health and liability. She 
expressed that a lot of residents are angry about the new recycling rules. The Committee was discussing 
the fines for throwing recycling material in the garbage. She said if we don’t recycle the proper way, we 
will get fined. She asked that the recycling fines for not recycling properly be on the next meeting agenda 
for discussion.  
 
Mayor Dale – Asked Councilwoman Pegel and Councilwoman Lichtenberg if they would like to continue 
serving as the Liaisons to the Board of Education. Both said they are still interested in serving. The 
Council gave consensus. She noted that she will appointing a Councilperson to attend the DEP Algae 
Bloom. She apologized for not appointing Geoffrey Syme and Linda Connolly to the Planning Board. They 
are Mayor’s appointments without advice and consent of the Council. She welcomed them to the Board 
and expressed that they have been great representatives. She appreciates their willingness to continue to 
serve.   
 
Mayor Dale said that she received a memo in reference to the appointment of Risk Manager. She said 
the memo states that the Insurance Committee for the Township of West Milford met on Monday, January 
13, 2020 to discuss the appointment of the Risk Manager for insurance matters. It is the formal 
recommendation of the Committee to appoint the Vozza Agency as the Risk Manager for both Health 
Insurance and Liability Insurance (the HIF and the JIF). Councilwoman Lichtenberg made a motion, 
seconded by Councilwoman Erik to appoint the Vozza Agency. Mayor Dale asked for a roll call vote.  
 
Discussion: 
 
Councilwoman Pegel asked the reasoning of the Committee for not keeping PIA. Councilwoman Erik said 
they thought the Vozza Agency was more user friendly. Mayor Dale noted the Township previously had 
the Vozza Agency and their performance was excellent. She expressed that the previous risk manager 
who works for PIA neglected to have over 25 municipality vehicles listed on the insurance properly. 
Councilwoman Erik explained there was also an issue with the bleachers.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moved:   Lichtenberg  Seconded:  Erik 
Voted Aye:   Erik, Lichtenberg, Goodsir, Gross 
Voted Nay:   Pegel 
Abstain: Gerst 
Motion Carried:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mr. Casey – No report. 
 
Ms. Dawn Sullivan – No report. 
 

Agenda No. XVI 
Appointments and Resignations 
 
Historic Preservation 
 
Mayor Dale appointed Brandon Romaine.  
 
Heritage Committee 
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg nominated Brandon Romaine, seconded by Councilwoman Gerst and carried 
by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Councilwoman Pegel noted that she will have to withdraw from the Heritage Committee.  
 
Planning Board  
 
Mayor Dale appointed Robert Nolan to Class IV Citizen Member. 
 
Heritage Committee 
 
Councilwoman Lichtenberg nominated Councilwoman Erik as the Liaison to the Heritage Committee, 
seconded by Councilwoman Pegel and carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Mayor Dale noted that the following announcement will be a press release. She announced the 
appointments of Daniel Kochakji as the Director of Community Services and Recreation and Bill Senande 
as the Township Administrator and Township Clerk. 
 

Agenda No. XVII 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Governing Body adjourned the meeting 
at 8:53 p.m. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Moved:   Gerst  Seconded:  Gross 
Voted Aye:   Unanimous voice vote 
Voted Nay:   None 
Motion carried. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Approved: February 5, 2020 
 
Respectfully submitted:  
 
 
______________________________ 
Sherry Zbrzeski, Keyboarding Clerk II 

_______________________________________ 
                   MICHELE DALE, MAYOR 

 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
DIANE CURCIO, ACTING TOWNSHIP CLERK 


