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Township of West Milford 
Passaic County, New Jersey 

 

~ Resolution 2012 - 342 ~  
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE NEW JERSEY LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES (NJLM) 
 
A RESOLUTION BY THE NEW JERSEY LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES URGING MEMBERS OF THE 

STATE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY TO ADOPT A WATER SURCHARGE IN ORDER TO 
COMPENSATE THOSE MUNICIPALITIES WHO UNDERTAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

PROTECTING THE WATER SUPPLY FOR MILLIONS OF USERS 
 
 WHEREAS, residents throughout the State of New Jersey, without second thought, enjoy the 
benefits of immediately available clean, healthy, safe water for drinking, bathing, cleaning, and 
recreational use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the water that flows freely in faucets, tubs, hoses and lavatories originates in a 
limited number of municipalities in the State; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these municipalities are subject to various environmental & development restrictions 
in order to protect the water supply to millions of residents throughout the State; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the water bodies that provide this water are generally classified as Category I Waters 
which calls for the highest level of protection of waters in the State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the host communities act as the steward for these waters in order to serve millions of 
New Jersey water consumers throughout the State; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to maintain such a unique and critical responsibility to the residents of the 
State of New Jersey, the host communities forego any further significant development of its lands in 
protecting these natural resources; and 
 
 WHEREAS, while host municipalities are most ambitious in efforts to adhere to planning 
responsibilities, these communities cannot continue to financially support other communities that reap the 
benefits and value of public drinking water without paying appropriate consideration for such benefit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, host municipalities subject to the Highlands Act, foresee a financial crisis wherein 
planning policies of the State of New Jersey will not be accomplished without the appropriate fiscal 
allocation of funds to support the enormous responsibility placed on these municipalities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to meet the needs of residents at a time of escalating costs while keeping 
their own communities affordable, host communities realize that supplemental revenue is needed to make 
up for lost ratable growth; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in West Milford Township, as an example, nearly 70% of the land is owned by tax-
exempt agencies, including the State of NJ, the City of Newark, and the County of Passaic, further 
diminishing the revenue generated from these lands in order to protect the water supply for over ½ of 
New Jersey’s population, over 5.4 million New Jersey residents, amounting to over 379 million gallons of 
water per day; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the most reasonable mechanism to allocate the costs of preserving our public 
drinking water is to place a surcharge on consumers of such benefit and the surcharge would be utilized 
solely to compensate the municipalities who serve as the guardian of this natural resource; and  
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 WHEREAS, as an example, at 1 cent per 100 gallons, a surcharge would provide annual funding 
to the Highlands Preservation areas in the amount of approximately $14 million dollars while costing each 
user household only about $13 per year; and   
 

WHEREAS, this nominal surcharge would certainly not place a burden on the users and indeed 
would be a small price to pay for such a valuable commodity – the equivalent to the cost of only a few 
bottles of bottled water – while providing substantial tax relief to the municipalities mandated by the State 
to protect this life-sustaining commodity and incur the related infrastructure costs and costs of related 
municipal services without proper compensation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we hereby urge the State government to take 
appropriate action to implement a water surcharge whereby such funds would be placed in trust for the 
sole purpose of protecting the State’s public drinking water by compensating those communities who 
undertake such responsibility.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED it is requested that the State recognize the need for not only the 
surcharge, but that the surcharge would not be diverted for other government programs unrelated to the 
protection of the State’s water resources. 
 
Adopted:  October 3 2012 

Adopted this 3
rd
 day of October, 2012 

and certified as a true copy of an original 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Antoinette Battaglia, Township Clerk 


