
Agenda No. VIII 4 

Township of West Milford 
Passaic County, New Jersey 

 

~ Resolution 2012 - 276 ~  
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY URGING MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY TO ELICIT AND WEIGH 
INPUT FROM LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES WHEN CONSIDERING LEGISLATION THAT 

MAY AFFECT THOSE PUBLIC ENTITIES 
 

WHEREAS, local government entities continue to struggle with fiscal restraints and escalating 
property taxes; and 
 

WHEREAS, municipalities throughout the State have streamlined fiscal policies and made significant 
budget cuts in an effort to provide much-needed services with minimal impact to local property taxes; and 
 

WHEREAS, it sometimes appears that State legislators repeatedly vote for legislation that 
precludes their bodies while imposing mandates on local government with no provision to fund these 
mandates; and 
 

WHEREAS, local governments have spent countless hours and resources seeking to convey 
their concerns to State legislators only to be left feeling that their efforts are to no avail and their pleas 
have fallen on deaf ears; and 
 

WHEREAS, like citizens across this state and this nation, West Milford residents are savvy voters 
who, by virtue of the actions of our State and Federal representatives, have developed skepticism for how 
their voices are heard; and 
 

WHEREAS, we respectfully request that the State Senate and Assembly, beginning with our own 
representatives, Senator Joseph Pennachio, Assemblyman Jay Weber, and Assemblywoman Betty Lou 
DeCroce cease the practice of enacting State laws that equate to State mandates if such legislation does 
not contain the funding required to effectuate same; and  
 

WHEREAS, we implore our representatives in the Senate and Assembly to abide by the precept 
and concept of State mandate, State pay; and  
 

WHEREAS, we beseech our representatives in the Senate and Assembly to vote “no” to any 
legislation that specifically excludes their respective bodies from compliance as is evidenced in S-1451 
(Senator Byron M. Baer Open Public Meetings Act) and S-1452 (Martin O’Shea Open Public Records 
Act) which pieces of legislation are being referenced herein purely as examples of such exclusions; and  
 

WHEREAS, we propose a new course to hold representatives accountable for those who fail to 
even hear our concerns about their fiscal irresponsibility and disregard for the effects these laws have on 
local budgets and property taxes; and  
 

WHEREAS, we are hopeful that other municipalities and constituencies across this State will 
begin the practice of demanding acknowledgement from their respective State representatives.    
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Township Council of the Township of 
West Milford that we do hereby demand that Senator Joseph Pennachio, Assemblyman Jay Webber and 
Assemblywoman Betty Lou DeCroce begin, by virtue of their own votes in the Senate and Assembly, a 
practice of voting only for legislation that funds mandates and that holds each of them and their 
colleagues accountable to the standards they wish to legislate upon others. 
 
Adopted:  August 15, 2012         Adopted this 15

th
 day of August, 2012 

and certified as a true copy of an original 
 

______________________________ 
Antoinette Battaglia, Township Clerk 
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Governor, State Senator & Assembly Representatives 

Hon. Chris Christie 
Governor, State of New Jersey 
Fax (609)292-3454 

Hon. Joseph Pennacchio 
Senator, District 26 
senpennacchio@njleg.org 

Hon. Betty Lou DeCroce 
Assemblywoman, District 26 
asmdecroce@njleg.org 

Hon. Jay Webber 
Assemblyman, District 26 
asmwebber@njleg.org 

Senate Budget & Appropriations Committee 

Hon. Paul A. Sarlo 
Senator District 36 
sensarlo@njleg.org 

Hon. Brian P. Stack 
Senator District 33 
senstack@njleg.org 

Hon. Jennifer Beck 
Senator District 11 
senbeck@njleg.org 

Hon Anthony R. Bucco 
Senator District 25 
senbucco@njleg.org 

Hon. Sandra B. Cunningham 
Senator District 31 
sencunningham@njleg.org 

Hon. Linda R. Greenstein 
Senator District 14 
sengreenstein@njleg.org 

Hon. Kevin J. O’Toole 
Senator District 40 
senotoole@njleg.org 

Hon. Steven V. Oroho 
Senator District 24 
senoroho@njleg.org 

Hon. Joseph Pennacchio 
Senator District 26 
senpennacchio@njleg.org 

Hon. Nellie Pou 
Senator District 35 
senpou@njleg.org 

Hon. Teresa M. Ruiz 
Senator District 29 
senruiz@njleg.org 

Hon. Jeff Van Drew 
Senator District 1 
senvandrew@njleg.org 

Hon. Loretta Weinberg 
Senator District 37 
senweinberg@njleg.org 

Hon. Barbara Buono 
Senator District 18 
senbuono@njleg.org 

Senate State Government Wagering Tourism & Historic Preservation 
Committee 

Hon. Jim Whelan 
Senator District 2 
senwhelan@njleg.org 

Hon. Shirley K. Turner 
Senator District 15 
senturner@njleg.org 

Hon. Dawn Marie Addiego 
Senator District 8 
senaddiego@njleg.org 

Hon. Barbara Buono 
Senator District 18 
senbuono@njleg.org 

Hon. Samuel D. Thompson 
Senator District 12 
senthompson@njleg.org 

 

Municipal Clerks Association of New Jersey Inc. 

Mr. Drew Pavlica, President 
MCANJ 
garfieldclerk@optonline.net 

Ms. Nancy L. Saffos, Vice President 
MCANJ Executive Board 
nsaffos@chtownship.com 

Mr. John M. Mitch, Vice President 
MCANJ Executive Board 
John.mitch@twp.woodbridge.nj.us 

Mr. Joel Popkin, Administrative Consultant 
MCANJ 
joelpopkin@optonline.net 

Mr. Keith Kazmark, Treasurer 
MCANJ 
kkazmark@elmwoodparknj.us 

Ms. Patricia L. Hunt, Secretary 
MCANJ 
phunt@moorsetown.nj.us 

New Jersey League of Municipalities 
Municipal Clerks 

William G. Dressel, Jr. 
Executive Director, NJSLOM 
Bdressel@njslom.com 
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