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Township of West Milford 
Passaic County, New Jersey 

 

~ Resolution 2016 – 286 ~ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY REQUESTING STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR THE PRESERVATION AND 

SUSTAINABILITY OF GREENWOOD LAKE 

 
 WHEREAS, Senator Joe Pennacchio recently made an appeal to the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) in support of funding for reduction of hazardous stumps and floating islands that remain in 
the New Jersey end of Greenwood Lake; and  
 

WHEREAS, the appeal to the DEP for monies to remove hazardous stumps and floating islands 
was dismissed without notice and the request for funding was rejected; and 
 

WHEREAS, in a letter dated July 14, 2016 Senator Joe Pennacchio wrote to DEP Commissioner 
Robert Martin requesting that immediate action be considered; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the most cost effective time to complete this project is during a scheduled drawdown 
of Greenwood Lake on October 11, 2016 to February 15, 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Greenwood Lake provides recreational opportunities such as swimming, fishing, 
boating and other aquatic activities for the benefit of the general public; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Greenwood Lake supports economic development in the form of marinas, 
restaurants, sporting goods, boat races, trails, concerts and festivals; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Greenwood Lake is over seven miles long and is one of New Jersey’s largest 
pristine public bodies of water, and  
 

WHEREAS, the hazardous stumps and floating islands that remain in the New Jersey waters of 
Greenwood Lake can pose a very serious safety issue for the State; and 
 

WHEREAS, the State has been notified of this very serious safety issue and therefore any hazard 
causing accidents would bring anticipated lawsuits because the State’s statutory responsibilities are not 
being met; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the NJ DEP has rejected funds and thereby abdicated its responsibility to provide for 
safety of one of its major bodies of water; and 
 

WHEREAS, Senator Joe Pennacchio, the Township of West Milford and Greenwood Lake 
Commission are requesting that NJ DEP correct the summarily dismissal and be held accountable to 
provide funds for the safety of one of its most significant bodies of water; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township, a community located 100% in the Highlands Preservation Area with 
no ability to generate additional revenues, makes every effort to support Greenwood Lake to maintain its 
sustainability and its pristine environmental and recreational benefits,  

 
WHEREAS, the full financial obligations for this New Jersey body of water cannot be borne solely 

by the Township; and  
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WHEREAS Township of West Milford, in its stewardship, has been committed to the preservation 
of Greenwood Lake by way of applying for and obtaining 319(h) grants for NPS Pollution Control and 
Management Implementation, participating in weed harvesting and investing Township resources to 
support such efforts, providing for an intensive street sweeping and basin clean-out program by its 
Department of Public Works to minimize sediment in Greenwood Lake, and supporting the Greenwood 
Lake Bi-State Commission whenever possible; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township has historically supported and continues to support Greenwood Lake 

both financially and with significant in-kind contributions of services and resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, while the Township makes every effort to support Greenwood Lake to maintain its 

sustainability and its pristine environmental and recreational benefits, the need exists for additional 
funding by the State and Federal Government in order to maintain the high standard of water quality of 
Greenwood Lake and most notably improve the safety conditions of this New Jersey lake utilized by 
residents throughout the State of New Jersey, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of West Milford, County of Passaic and 
State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Township Council support Senator Joe Pennacchio’s request for 
funding and call on the NJ DEP, State and Federal Representatives to appropriate funding for the 
reduction of hazardous stumps and floating islands in Greenwood Lake.   
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township asks each of its State and Federal 
representatives to respond to this Resolution by identifying and allocating various funding sources within 
the next 55 days to address the reduction of hazardous stumps and floating islands and preserve the 
overall benefits of Greenwood Lake for use by the general public and more specifically, the residents 
throughout the State of New Jersey.. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to all of the 
Township’s Federal and State representatives. 
 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Adopted:  August 17, 2016 

Adopted this 17
th
 day of August, 2016 

and certified as a true copy of an original. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Antoinette Battaglia, Township Administrator/Clerk 


