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Township of West Milford 
Passaic County, New Jersey 

 
~ Resolution 2016 – 285 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY REQUESTING A NON-BINDING REFERENDUM QUESTION BE PLACED ON THE 

GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT FOR 2016 RELATIVE TO THE TOWNSHIP’S SECESSION FROM 

PASSAIC COUNTY 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:37-1 provides that the governing body of any municipality may request 
by resolution that the County Clerk place on the ballot for the General Election, a question of public policy 
for which the Township wishes to know the sentiment of the voters; and 
 
 WHEREAS, citizens of the Township and members of the Economic Development Committee 
have requested that the Mayor and Township Council place a non-binding referendum question on the 
ballot for the upcoming 2016 General Election in order to determine the feasibility of the Township 
seceding from Passaic County; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Council have considered the request and determined that 
the non-binding referendum question is an appropriate vehicle for determining the public’s opinion as to 
the topic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Council agreed that the question shall be placed on the ballot in the 
upcoming general election; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford that it does hereby request that the County Clerk of the County of Passaic place the following non-
binding referendum on the General Election Ballot for 2016 for the voters of West Milford Township. 
 

MUNICIPAL QUESTION 

WEST MILFORD PUBLIC QUESTION 

 

 Shall the Township of West Milford pursue seceding from Passaic County? 
 

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT 

 

 This question asks whether the voter supports the concept of the Township of West Milford 
seceding, or leaving, Passaic County. A “yes” vote will not necessarily result in a secession from Passaic 
County.  Instead, a “yes” vote will result in the commencement of efforts to determine the feasibility of 
such a secession, including the financial impact, the impact on services currently delivered to the 
Township by Passaic County, and the overall benefits and drawbacks.  Pending the outcome of that 
analysis, West Milford may seek to obtain an affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the New 
Jersey Senate & Assembly, which is required in order to secede and either join another county in the 
State of New Jersey or to be a county of its own.  
 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Adopted: August 17, 2016 

Adopted this 17
th
 day of August, 2016 

and certified as a true copy of an original. 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
Antoinette Battaglia, Township Administrator/Clerk 

RESOLUTION DEFEATED 

BY RECORDED VOTE BELOW 

RECORDED VOTE 

AYES NAYS ABSTAINED ABSENT 

A. Erk 
M. Hensley 
M. Lichtenberg 

T. Wagner 
L. Signorino 

 M. Dale 

 


