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TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 

Passaic County, New Jersey 

 

~ Resolution 2016 – 225 ~ 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY OPPOSING A PROPOSED 650 MEGAWATT GAS FIRED POWER PLANT AND RELATED 

PIPELINE IN THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, STATE OF NEW YORK 

 
RESOLVED, that the Township of West Milford, NJ, hereby opposes the development of the CPV 

Valley Energy Center and related Millennium Valley Lateral Pipeline in Orange County NY; and 
 

RESOLVED, that the West Milford Town Council requests that all permits issued by all permitting 
agencies be suspended until the region-wide health, safety, and environmental impacts can be 
independently assessed; and 
 

WHEREAS, Competitive Power Ventures, has received approval from the Town of Wawayanda, 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, and the New York State Public Service 
Commission to build a 650 MW Gas and Oil Power Plant Project which will include two 275 Foot smoke 
stacks and a 965,000 gallon oil tank, a 15,000 gallon ammonia tank, and Gas Insulate Substation, in both 
the Town of Wawayanda and the City of Middletown, known as the CPV Valley Energy Center; and 
 

WHEREAS, The CPV Valley Energy Center would create a significant new source of toxic air 
emissions including 2.1 million tons of CO2e and 700 tons of other criteria pollutants annually that will 
degrade the air quality of the Lower Hudson Valley and the Highlands Region, and risk the ecology, 
waterbodies and groundwater resources of the protected Highlands Watershed; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Township of West Milford, New Jersey is only 15 miles as the crow flies from the 
site proposed for the CPV Valley Energy Center; and 
 

WHEREAS, air contaminants emitted by the CPV Valley Energy Center will not be confined 
within artificial town borders and therefore are of regional concern; and  
 

WHEREAS, Passaic County is already a non-attainment area for ozone exposure; and 
 

WHEREAS, Recent studies demonstrate that ozone inhibits crop production, and causes 
respiratory diseases; and 
 

WHEREAS, The CPV Valley project is sited on a critical recharge area for the Wallkill River 
Aquifer , which is part of the 15 Basin Aquifer Systems of North West New Jersey, designated as a Sole 
Source Aquifer, which serves parts of Passaic County and connects with the Highlands Sole Source 
Aquifer; and 
 

WHEREAS, CPV also would require a 7 mile lateral pipeline to be owned and operated by the 
Millennium Pipeline, known as the Valley Lateral Pipeline which would go through the Town of Minisink, 
crossing 12 water bodies over the 15 Basin Aquifer System; and 
 

WHEREAS, Pipelines are prone to leaks and explosions; and 
 

WHEREAS, There have been over 10,000 pipeline incidents since 1973, including an explosion 
in San Bruno, California resulting in 8 fatalities, and more recently an explosion of a Pipeline in 
Sissionville, WV, owned and operated by NiSource, the same parent company of the Millennium Pipeline 
that destroyed 5 homes and melted an entire section of an interstate highway; and 
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WHEREAS, the American Medical Association and the Medical Society of the State of New York 
have adopted resolutions entitled “Protecting Public Health from Natural Gas Infrastructure,” which 
recognize the potential impact on human health associated with natural gas infrastructure and call for a 
government assessment of risk associated therewith; and  
 

WHEREAS, families living within a few kilometers of Millennium’s 12,000 HP compressor station 
in Minisink, NY, have experienced respiratory, neurological, and dermatological problems since it began; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, The CPV Valley Energy Project would only economically benefit the Town of 
Wawayanda and to a minimal degree the City of Middletown while all of the health, safety, and 
environmental costs would burden neighboring municipalities and residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Township of West Milford, which is a municipality that 
serves as a steward to watershed lands, has concluded that the CPV Valley Energy Project is not 
beneficial to our citizens, but instead could cause adverse effects to the region and to the citizens of the 
New Jersey Highlands Preservation Area, the County of Passaic and the State of New Jersey.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Township of West Milford 
hereby opposes the proposed CPV Valley Energy Project and related Millennium Valley Lateral Pipeline   
because of the potential degradation of New Jersey’s drinking water supply and degradation of North 
West New Jersey’s air quality; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Township of West Milford calls for 
a moratorium on any and all construction, planning, proposal and surveying  for the CPV Valley Energy 
Center and related Millennium Valley Lateral Pipeline prior to the completion of a full independent 
environmental review and impact analysis; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a copy of 
this resolution the Governor’s Office of the State of New York, The Orange County legislature of the State 
of N.Y. , The Town of Wawayanda, The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the 
New York State Public Service Commission,  the Highlands Council, the offices of Senator Pennacchio, 
Assemblyman Webber and Assemblywoman DeCroce,  the New Jersey League of Municipalities, 
Passaic County Board of Freeholders and the remaining fifteen municipalities in Passaic County.   
 
Adopted: June 22, 2016 

Adopted this 22
nd
 day of June 2016 

and certified as a true copy of an original. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Antoinette Battaglia, Township Administrator/Clerk 

 
 


