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TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD 

Passaic County, New Jersey 

 

~ Resolution 2014 – 334 ~  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY URGING THE NEW JERSEY STATE LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND THE BEAR HUNTING 

SEASON IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 WHEREAS, in September, 2014, a 22-year old New Jersey resident from Edison, New Jersey 
was fatally attacked by a bear in West Milford Township; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of West Milford is home to hundreds of acres of open space and 
watershed land which serves to protect the water supply for much of the State as well as providing a 
natural habitat for many species of wild life including black bears; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for many years humans and black bears co-existed in harmony with few incidents of 
direct contact; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in recent years bear sightings have increased and incidents of direct human contact 
between bears and humans have escalated; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there are a lot of reasons that can explain these increased incidents, which include 
but are not limited to: 
 

1. An increased bear population due to many factors including the relocation of bears from 
other areas to the northern part of the State; increased birth rates and litter sizes; and 
increased food sources for bears due to their proximity to residential neighborhoods; 

2. A limited bear hunting season in New Jersey while there is an extended bear hunting 
season in neighboring New York State thereby causing a influx of bears from New York 
to New Jersey during the extended bear hunting season;  

3. A healthier, more robust bear population whose fear of their only natural predator, man, 
has been diminished due to the proximity to which bears live with humans in this area 
and the limited ability for humans to serve as predator due to the severely limited hunting 
restrictions that exist in New Jersey. 

; and 
 
 WHEREAS, controlled bear hunting, with oversight from the State of New Jersey, Department of 
Environmental Protection, Division of Fish & Wildlife serves to protect the bears in our communities as 
well as the human residents with whom they coexist; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New York State has an annual Bear Hunting Season that extends, in various zones, 
from September 6 through December 31, depending on the zone while New Jersey has a bear hunting 
season that extends for a six-day period in December; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New Jersey’s efforts to minimize human encounters with bears, proactive measures 
to prevent future fatalities and efforts to restore the balance of nature so that bears and humans can 
return to a coexistence of mutual regard & respect would be enhanced by the institution of a bear hunting 
season that mirrors that bestowed upon the hunters in New York State.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of West 
Milford, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
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1. The Township Council hereby urges the New Jersey State Legislature to immediately 
consider legislation, which would extend the bear-hunting season in New Jersey. 

2. The Township Council respectfully recommends that the State Legislature, when considering 
such legislation, give considerable thought to the impact that the New York bear hunting 
season has on the bear population in this State and consider establishing a bear hunting 
season that mimics that of New York State to prevent the continued influx of bears into New 
Jersey during the New York bear hunting season. 

3. The Township Council requests that the New Jersey State Legislature consider instituting 
legislation that would cease the practice of relocating bears from any other State to New 
Jersey until such time as the existing bear population is sustainable. 

4. This resolution shall be sent to Governor Chris Christie, Senator Joseph Pennacchio, 
Assemblywoman Betty Lou DeCroce and Assemblyman Jay Webber. 

 
Adopted: October 22, 2014                                             

 Adopted this 22
nd

 day of October 2014 
         and certified as a true copy of an original. 

 
 

       _________________________________ 

 Antoinette Battaglia, Township Clerk 


