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Township of West Milford 
Passaic County, New Jersey 

 

~ Resolution 2011 - 095 ~  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST MILFORD, COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL S-2664 AND ASSEMBLY BILL A-3766  

“MARKET COMPETITION AND CONSUMER CHOICE ACT” 

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Senate and the New Jersey State Assembly will each have 

before them for consideration a bill entitled the “Market Competition and Consumer Choice Act”; and  

 

WHEREAS, this act would fundamentally alter the regulation of telephone and cable television 

service in New Jersey; and   

 

WHEREAS, A3766/S2664 changes are so sweeping it deserves deliberate review and analysis, 

and must not be fast-tracked; and  

  

WHEREAS, among other things, A3766/S2664 limits the obligation of a cable company to 

provide cable and Internet connections to municipal buildings; and 

 

WHEREAS, currently all municipal buildings are eligible for this benefit but the bill would limit the 

obligation to just one municipal building; and 

 

WHEREAS, A3766/S2664 would eliminate the requirement that cable companies provide basic 

service and Internet to municipal buildings and schools at no charge; and 

 

WHEREAS, A3766/S2664 does not require the cable companies to provide a return feed to allow 

cable-casting of live municipal events and meetings; and  

  

WHEREAS, A3766/S2664 would reduce the franchise fee payable by certain cable companies 

that have converted from a traditional franchise to a system-wide franchise; and 

   

WHEREAS, A3766/S2664 does not require cable companies to meet or surpass any existing line 

extension policy or to meet any applicable consumer protection requirements, all of which are required by 

the current law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed verification process for determining whether a company is operating in 

a “competitive franchise area” is inadequate; and   

 

Whereas, the proposed process for renewal of a system-wide franchise must be corrected to 

require that the renewal be under the same terms and conditions as the original franchise; and 

 

WHEREAS, A3766/S2664 eliminates the right of a municipality operating under a municipal-

consent based franchise to petition the BPU for a higher franchise fee. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township of West Milford calls on the 

legislature to amend S-2664 A-3766 to ensure that all the commitments of N.J.S.A. 48:5A-28 be provided 

(a) upon application for a system-wide franchise, (b) upon renewal of a system-wide franchise and (c) 

upon conversion of a municipal-consent based franchise to a system-wide franchise; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township of West Milford strongly urges the legislature to 

oppose A3766/S2664 until such amendments are made and there has been an opportunity for all 

stakeholders to fully analyze the impact of these proposals; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township of West Milford strongly urges the legislature to 

oppose A3766/S2664 until they have determined the fiscal impact of the bill on municipalities on 

throughout the State; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Christie, 

our State senator, our representatives in the General Assembly and the New Jersey League of 

Municipalities. 
 

Adopted:  March 2, 2011 
Adopted this 2

nd
 day of March 2011 

and certified as a true copy of an original. 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Antoinette Battaglia, Township Clerk 

 

 
 
Governor Chris Christie; Senator Joseph Pennachio; Assemblymen Alex DeCroce & Jay Weber; NJLM 
 


