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COMPREHENSIVE BLACK BEAR MANAGEMENT POLICY ADOPTED 

UPDATED POLICY CALLS FOR CONTINUATION OF DECEMBER HUNTING SEASON, ADDITION OF 

OCTOBER SEASON BEGINNING IN 2016 

  

(15/P108) TRENTON – The Department of 

Environmental Protection today formally adopted a 

black bear management policy that includes a 

continuation of the annual December hunting season, 

with expanded zones in areas where bear incidents 

have been increasing, and establishes an October 

hunting season beginning next year. 

 

The policy, previously approved by the New Jersey Fish 

and Game Council and signed by DEP Commissioner 

Bob Martin, was formally adopted as part of New 

Jersey Game Code through publication today in the New Jersey Register. 

 

“Hunting is an important tool in maintaining an ecological balance with our black bear 

population and is necessary to reduce the potential for conflicts between bears and people, 

particularly in northwestern New Jersey, which has the state’s densest bear population,” 

Commissioner Martin said. “The comprehensive policy we have adopted is based on the most 

up-to-date science and population estimates, and continues to stress the importance of 

research and public education.” 

 

The 2015 hunting season will take place December 7 through December 12.  

  

The hunting zone as approved in 2010 encompassed a roughly 1,000-square-mile area of 

northwestern New Jersey. This area includes all or portions of Hunterdon, Passaic, Morris, 

Somerset, Sussex, and Warren counties, and a small portion of Bergen County. 

 

Effective this year, the current zones in which hunting is permitted will be expanded to include 



the remainders of Hunterdon and Morris counties, a small additional portion of Passaic County, 

and a small portion of Mercer County. Bear hunting will also be extended to all of Somerset 

County, with the exception of Franklin. These expansions will help control the population in 

areas where reports of bear and human encounters have been increasing due to bears 

expanding their habitat. 

The Division of Fish and Wildlife is expanding education efforts in these areas to help residents 

and local officials understand bear behavior and reduce potential for conflicts. 

 

Specifically, the Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy: 

• Continues the annual six-day December firearm hunting season. The hunt may be 

extended by up to four days if poor weather or other conditions result in a reduced 

harvest. This year’s hunt will begin December 7. 

• Adds an additional six-day October hunting season beginning in 2016, three days for bow 

hunting only and three days for bow hunting and hunting with muzzle-loading guns. Bow 

hunting will enable hunting of nuisance bears that can be difficult to hunt by gun in 

certain areas. 

• Increases the allowable per-hunter harvest from one bear to two bears beginning next 

year, provided the first bear is taken during the October bow/muzzle-loading hunt and the 

second is taken during the December firearm hunt.  

• Begins the process of developing an estimate for a statewide bear population. 

• Re-emphasizes the importance of ongoing public education efforts, trash management 

and research. Efforts will be focused on urban areas and parts of the state where bears are 

expanding their range.  

  

The policy was developed after extensive research and 

review of five bear hunting seasons that have taken place 

since 2010. The Division of Fish and Wildlife determined 

that expanded hunting opportunities are necessary to 

reduce the population and to reduce conflicts with people. 

 

Research over the past five years that included surveys, 

captures of previously tagged bears, den studies, 

reproduction analyses and density analyses confirm that 

northwestern New Jersey continues to have one of the 

nation’s densest black bear populations and one of its 

most productive, with larger litter sizes and high cub 

survival rates. 

 

The Division of Fish and Wildlife utilized studies conducted by Penn State University along with 

widely accepted population estimate methodologies known as the Lincoln-Petersen Index and 

linear regression modeling to conservatively estimate the size of the black bear population in 

northwestern New Jersey at 3,500, about the same as when the hunt was first authorized in 

2010. 



 

The population has not decreased significantly because reproduction rates, known as 

recruitment, have exceeded mortality from hunting and natural causes.  The number of bears 

harvested in the five hunts has steadily dropped from 592 in the first season, to fewer than 300 

animals in subsequent seasons, due in large part to poor weather at that time of year and a 

more wary bear population. 

  

In addition, the December hunt coincides with the time when bears are becoming less active 

and beginning to den. The December hunt, concurrent with the annual firearm deer hunting 

season, was purposely planned for this time of year to be conservative as biologists assessed 

the first five years of hunting. 

  

For more information on the Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy and a copy of the 

adoption document, please visit: http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/bearpolicy15.htm 

  

For more information on black bears in New Jersey and information on the policy adoption, 

please visit: www.njfishandwildlife.com/bearfacts.htm 
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